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The word “salvation” means preservation or deliverance from harm, ruin, or loss 
When most people hear or see this word, however, it has a specific religious meaning. It is a major doctrine of the Christian faith and in many other religions. Theologians often call it the doctrine of soteriology.

A major debate among Christians is whether or not a person can earn or deserve salvation. In this brief article I want to discuss salvation as the Bible defines it and as I understand it. 

Three Stages of Salvation

Conversion is often called salvation. Many if not most professing Christians speak of a time in their life when he or she “is saved”, “becomes a believer,” “makes a decision to follow or accept Christ” (and many other expressions). I will get back to this later.

Maintaining a proper relationship to Christ and living the Christian life is also called salvation. He or she  who has experienced the above described salvation, has, enjoys or lives out salvation. 
A third usage of the word “salvation” refers to ultimate salvation. When a saved person dies and goes to heaven, he or she receives eternal life. That is eternal security! 
Sin

The Bible makes it clear that all people are sinners. That is, we have done things that God forbids or neglected to do things that God commands. Furthermore, the Bible makes it clear that even entertaining wrongful or evil thoughts is sin. The New Testament, especially the Gospels, primarily deals with man’s salvation from sin and its penalties. 
A secondary purpose of the New Testament is teaching those who have “been saved” from sin and its penalties how they should live as believers. 
I want to deal with five Questions which we often hear people asking.
1. What is the unpardonable sin?

2. What is the sin against the Holy Spirit that cannot be forgiven?

3. What is sin unto death?

4. Can a Person Lose His or Her Salvation?

5. Can a person have assurance of Salvation?

These issues divide many theologians, but in my opinion, the conflicts are unnecessary and stem from a false concept of God and his salvation. 

I will come back to this later, but first, let’s look at some scriptures that point us to a wonderful, loving, merciful, forgiving and patient God. These same verses also show God as being righteous. He must judge sin! 

God is longsuffering. Consider how much patience he showed to the “stiff-necked” Israelites! Jeremiah wrote, Thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD  (Jeremiah 3:1-5). Consider Nineveh, which God said that he would destroy, yet he showed the city grace and mercy. Two centuries later, however, Nineveh was destroyed. Consider the church in Laodicea, which caused the Lord to want to vomit!

[Jesus] spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down. (Luke 13:6-9)

II Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
The "Unpardonable Sin"

For many centuries, the Roman Catholic Church claimed to have absolute authority in spiritual matters. The church claimed that salvation outside the Roman church was not possible. Anyone who left the church, was guilty of the sin described in Hebrews 6 and 10: 

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,  Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this will we do, if God permit. For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. (Hebrews 6:1-8)
For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:26-31)

The Roman church claimed a monopoly on the Holy Spirit and interpretation of scripture was singled out particularly. Whenever individuals attempted to interpret or understand what the Bible said, they were admonished by priests with II Peter 1:20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. Christians who claimed to have God’s leading, a personal relationship with Christ or have the Holy Spirit were burned at the stake, beheaded, imprisoned or brutally persecuted. 

The following passage is sometimes quoted in reference to the "unpardonable sin"  

And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end.  For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever. (I Samuel 3:11-14)

Even as God promised unconditional blessing on Abraham and his seed, he also pronounced curses on certain individuals and their descendants (Adam, Cain and Eli...). 

There are other verses that seem to indicate that a person can lose his or her salvation.

The parable of the talents in Matthew 22 seems to represent a servant of God when it says, Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen. 

John 15:1-8  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. (Seven times “abide”!)

For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again. For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree? (Romans 11:21-24)

This is also a parable and it illustrates an important truth. We must "abide" in Christ and God’s Word - not live in sin, or as Revelation 3 says it, be lukewarm. The following verses have a similar message.

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. (I Timothy 4:1-5)

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows... O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:  Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen. (I Timothy 6:10 and 20-21)

Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. (Hebrews 3:12)

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. (II Peter 2:20-21)

Perhaps the most difficult verse is…

"The sin against the Holy Spirit" 

He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.  And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come. (Mark 3:22-30 and Matthew 12:24-32)

Some have speculated on what is meant by the words, “neither in this world, neither in the world to come.” The Mormons and Catholics build their teachings on this to explain why they pray for the dead or have baptisms for the dead (also: I Cor. 15:29; I Peter 3:20-21). But that which causes the most controversy in the theological world is what is meant by “blaspheming the Holy Spirit”. 

I have read many articles and given this much thought, but don't have all the answers. I know that I have not committed this sin because I enjoy close fellowship with my Lord and Savior. Nor do I fear committing this sin and losing my salvation. I have sinned against God on numerous occasions, but he has forgiven and I am assured that he will forgive me again. 

"The sin unto death"

If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. (I John 5:16-20)

Salvation is God's work

Are there some sins that can not be forgiven? Can a person really lose his or her salvation? Is there such a thing as eternal security? As I stated in the beginning paragraph, many people, even Christians, have a false concept of salvation. 

I know that some who read this will jump to the conclusion that I am one of those so-called “extreme Calvinists” who reject the "whosoever" of John 3:16. Let me assure you that I did not spend 38 years as a missionary, hoping to discover those whom God has "predestinated and foreordained" to populate his kingdom!  Those who use this terminology seldom have much if any historical knowlwedge of the life and work of John Calvin. He was an amazing missionary and many if not most “evangelical” Churches follow his concept of the biblical church. But Calvin was not perfect and neither am I.
North America is a nation of individualists, do-it-yourselfers and entrepreneurs. America is all about freedom, liberty, justice  and rights. We make all kinds of decisions. We choose what we eat, where we live, our occupation, who we vote for and what church we join. Even little children who are too young to make many of these decisions, are encouraged to invite Jesus into their hearts. And soon afterwards, they are prodded to consider baptism. 

For those of us who are fortunate enough to live in North America and were raised in Christian homes and churches, salvation is generally understood as a decision to yield ourselves in submission to God. Conversion, being born again or getting saved normally references a major turning point in our lives. We recognized that we were sinners, asked God to forgive our sins and to help us to live for him. We call this “getting saved,” "repentance," “conversion” and various other names. Many Christians can give the exact date and place where this important event took place in their lives, which was consummated in a relatively short period of time. 
Conversion may be perceived and experienced differently in the many nations and cultures of this world. Even in America, there is an increasing number of people who were not raised in Christian families and are clueless about God, salvation, sin and righteousness. It may take a long time for these to understand what is involved in a commitment of faith. 
In the decision to marry, there are a lot of matters to consider, and much that is involved in a marriage commitment will be learned after the wedding ceremony. The commitment to give your life to Christ is even more important and complex, yet much remains a mystery for months or even years after our commitment to Christ. 

Salvation is the same for all who believe. We are saved by personal faith in Jesus Christ, whose sacrificial atonement and God’s Holy Spirit do the work in our hearts. At this stage, Satan will try desperately to discourage us but God is already working in our hearts and encouraging us to committ our lives to God and Jesus Christ. Only God knows if and when we are serious about it and he will give us peace, help and leading in accordance. 

My commitment to Christ strongly influenced all other important and even some trivial decisions in my lifetime. Soon after my conversion, I sensed God leading me into missions and began Bible college with this goal in mind. Missions was foremost in my thinking when I selected courses, volunteered for weekend outreach and when I started dating. Because my wife-to-be had also committed her life to serve God, we began praying and considering this and other choices together. After graduation and marriage in 1963, we prayerfully selected and joined a mission and began traveling from church to church raising support and recruiting prayer warriors for our future ministry. By summer, 1964, we arrived in Austria green behind our ears, but with God’s help and the Holy Spirit’s leading, we continued to prayerfully make decisions about where to live and how to spend our time and money. With God’s help and advice from Austrian believers, we decided when our German was fluent enough to begin a ministry, and where we would be serving. 

Austrians, however, could not comprehend all this. Austrians make few decisions even today. If you were born in Austria, there is a 95% percent likelihood that you were immediately baptized into the Roman Catholic Church. In the sixties, parents decided what their children wore, what schools they attended and what occupation they chose. In those times, parents also had much to say in who their offspring married. The socialized government plays an important role in helping Austrians decide many other matters. Then there are strong influences from society, customs, traditions, relatives, employers ect. Government also plays an important role in determining professional and occupational training requirements. 

Tradition is held in high esteem in Austria. The traditional attire such as Lederhosen, Dirndles and Goldhauben, holiday festivities, “umpah music” with traditional dances and yodelling and local dialects are very important. Leaving the Catholic Church is equated with giving up citizenship and may sever family bonds, prevent advancement in the workplace and cause problems with neighbors and authorities.
Commitment to Christ that the Bible teaches involves five closely related steps which are seldom taken in the same moment of time. It involves: a) recognition of sin; b) admission of sin; c) request for forgiveness; d) turning from sin and e) accepting the lordship of Christ. These five steps are not necessarily taken in any particular order and may continue throughout our lives. We must also distinguish between justification and sanctification. We "take up our cross daily." We "work out our salvation" and continue to build on what we have learned (Hebrews 6:1-3; 5:12-13 and I Cor. 1:1-2).
Then there is what I call ultimate Salvation -- when we get to our eternal home in heaven where "we shall be like him".

Salvation is God's work in response to a person's acceptance of God's invitation. It is God who begins, sustains and concludes his work of salvation in us, but God waits for us to open the door and make the commitment before that process begins. 
Note that I didn't mention baptism. That is an altogether different subject. Baptism is important, but has nothing to do with salvation. Unless you would argue that a person can be saved by works, you must agree that baptism is a believer's act of obedience and a testimony to what God has already done in your life.

How we view salvation also affects the way we perceive church. We of course know that it is God's church, yet we also speak of  "our church." I will return to my own experience in missions to illustrate this rather than pick on some other group. You can draw the parallels. 

Missionaries “plant churches”. Whose churches? The Lord’s of course. The church is the house of God, but we still plant “our” churches, or “the mission's” churches. And at some indefinite point in time, we hope they will become "indigenous" churches, meaning they belong to national believers and ultimately to the  international body of Christians. 
Moses constructed the tabernacle according to explicit and detailed plans that God gave him, God blessed it and took up his dwelling there. So how can we explain that God’s tabernacle disappeared without a trace? Solomon built a temple and asked God to bless it and dwell in it, yet said that God cannot live in a house made by human hands. God even blessed the temple that wicked King Herod built. Jesus was dedicated there and taught there. When he threw out the money changers, he said "My house is a house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves." 

According to Hebrews 12:1-2, our bodies are God’s temple and we should take care of them as such. We dedicate ourselves to God and he blesses us, takes ownership and uses us to his glory, but we are still in the driver’s seat. It is still "our life" and we are accountable for the things we do, say and for what we neglect to do and say. We present our bodies as a living sacrifice unto God, but God is not to blame when we do something wrong!

Assurance of salvation is God's work

Let me say right away, that we CAN know without a shadow of a doubt that we are saved. We CAN have assurance of salvation! 

Granted, there are times when we can’t see light at the end of a tunnel and need encouragement. We may get so discouraged that we begin to doubt our salvation. It is good when a fellow believer comes to our side in such times to comfort and encourage us, but only God can give ultimate assurance of salvation. If a person lacks patience, wisdom, strength or assurance, let him ask of God. Counseling people with doubts must consist of turning their eyes to Jesus and God's Word. There are plenty of verses in the Bible which point to the eternal nature of our salvation, but it would be wrong to assure someone that they are eternally saved if God has not done it!

When a person doubts his or her salvation, there is need for counseling. There may be sin in his or her life. Are we doing that person a favor by insisting that he or she is safe in the arms of Jesus while living in sin? 

A child that strays from Mommy in a mall will soon discover that it is lost and begin to cry or even be filled with terror. Would you try to comfort the child by saying, “You are okay, you have a mother!” You would hopefully help that child get back to its mother.

If you are married, how do you know? If you reply, "Because I have a marriage certificate" or "because I have a wedding ring" you need marriage counseling. My wife knows where our marriage certificate is stored, but I have seldom seen it. That piece of paper doesn't give me marriage assurance. Marriage is a relationship and the stability of marriage is determined by the quality of that relationship. If marriage was only a document or based on a decision I made years ago, it would be no more holy than LGBTQ relationships. 

Salvation doesn't come from filling out a "decision card" or repeating the "sinner's prayer" after a counselor, nor can counselors give assurance of salvation. It would be foolish attempting to do what a decision card or sinner's prayer cannot do. Assurance of salvation comes from a personal relationship with God and restoration of that relationship should be the primary purpose of counseling. 

I was saved at Camp Haluwasa when I was 19. That is when I turned my life over to God, but I had made several "decisions" before that life-changing experience. I am not sure if I was baptized in the Lutheran Church my parents belonged to when I was born, but I do remember getting sprinkled in a Presbyterian Church and immersed in a Baptist Church before I was truly saved. I was not well behaved, but Sunday School teachers, Pastors and even my parents kept trying to give me assurance of salvation. They would say, "Ralph, Christians don't do such things!" 

When I was in Bible college, a Bible teacher was once talking about eternal security, claiming that we cannot lose our salvation. In a previous class we had learned that a baby that dies in infancy goes to heaven because it has not reached the “age of accountability.” After class, I asked the professor if the baby loses its salvation when it reaches “the age of accountability.” The Professor said that he had a personal opinion but didn’t want to tell me what it was. He didn’t say, but I surmised that he was concerned about his job security. The "age of accountability" is not Bible doctrine, but a human invention. God knows his own and we can know that we are his. Austrians and people in other nations must learn that they need a personal relationship with God that gives them peace, joy, fulfillment and assurance. No church and no person can provide this. Not in Austria and not in America! 

During my four years in the university, I was engaged in various outreach ministries which I consider to be an important part of my education. For ministerial students, such activities were required, but I always looked forward to the weekends and opportunities to put what I was learning into practice.

During my first year, I joined with a couple of upper classmen who visited prisons, sharing the gospel with inmates. Perhaps I was less spiritual, or maybe just a coward, but I seldom opened my mouth and let the others do the talking. The prisoners must have taken me for a sucker, for they often wanted to speak with me afterwards. 

What I learned was very revealing. After many prisoners had unloaded onto my listening ears, I discovered that they were all "innocent victims of justice." The really bad guys were still free! Of course they admitted to making mistakes like everyone else, but they insisted that they were undeserving of imprisonment.

That experience proved invaluable during our four decades of missionary service. Those prison visits taught me an important lesson. Few people are sinners in their own eyes. Every war has two sides and each side claims to be fighting for what's right. The combatants on both sides are often prepared to die for their convictions. The moment people recognize that they could be wrong, the fighting spirit is gone. It goes against our human nature to knowingly do what we believe to be wrong. So we build a good case for what we want and deceive ourselves into believing that we are doing right. 

In order to win people to Christ, we must first of all accept them for who they are, not who they or we think they are. We must plant the seeds of the gospel in their hearts! Is that not where we desire the seed to take root and grow? 

In order to illustrate this important principle of missions, I will share an experience I had many years later while serving in Linz, Austria.

I was walking down the sidewalk, handing out invitations for our youth center. As I walked, I noticed a young man whom I didn't recognize, engaged in a heated debate with someone who obviously wanted nothing to do with what he had to say. I overheard the youth mention "Jesus" and came closer to hear what they were discussing. As I approached, the conversation ended and the youth turned and began speaking to me.

Handing me a gospel tract, he began to witness to me. I had never seen him before and tried to explain that I was a Christian. He responded by saying, "Most people believe that they are Christians just because they belong to a church." 

I attempted to tell him that I had accepted Christ. He said that participation in mass was not the same as accepting Christ. 

I tried another approach and said that I probably spent more time talking to people about God than he did. This stopped him, but only for a moment. He responded by saying, "You must be a Jehovah's Witness!" This guy was not easy to convince!

I asked him if he had ever heard of the "Katakombe" Youth Center and explained that I was the leader. His face turned ashen and he began to apologize over and over again. He was a recent convert and attended another church in the city. Both of us learned much from that experience and we became good friends.

If someone claims to be a Christian, we need merely to treat him as such and expect them to exemplify Christian attitudes and actions. If he or she really is a believer, we will never regret taking that position. If the person is not a believer, he or she will sooner or later say or do something unchristian. That is our cue to ask questions! 

My favorite outreach ministry was working in an institution for the mentally retarded and handicapped in a place called "Whitten Village." There were perhaps two-hundred persons who were confined in that institution which was divided into three sections. One part was called "The School" where handicapped but teachable persons lived. Then, there was a division for those who were more seriously retarded, mostly with Downs Syndrome. In this section, the staff simply tried to keep the residents occupied and happy. Finally, there was a section where the really difficult cases lived. Most of them were unpredictable, could not feed or care for themselves, and in some cases could be quite violent.

We were told by the staff that we could teach Sunday School in the "School" and try to get the residents of the second section to sing a few songs, but advised against attempting to do anything in the third section. We decided to at least try singing a few choruses for the latter group.

Some of the kids in the school (we treated them as children regardless of their physical ages) could memorize verses better than any of us. Others were gifted musically and a few at first seemed quite normal. Some of them were very responsive and always looked forward to Sundays when we came. Others refused to attend the Sunday School or came just to disturb. 

In the second section our arrival would usually be greeted with a tumultuous welcome. Many of them were extremely love-hungry and could never seem to get enough attention. I wish we could have made a sound movie of their singing! In this section, everyone had his own rocking chair with a personalized tin cup and spoon attached to the armrest. When we sang, they would also sing - and rock! As was our experience in the school, there were those who rejoiced to see us and others who merely watched or caused disturbances.

Our greatest surprise came in the third group. When we first entered this section, where only the most difficult and hopeless cases resided, several inmates became violent at the very mention of the name of "Jesus" in a song. One man in particular would physically attack and curse us, using the worst conceivable profanity. A staff member told us that this individual could not say anything without using profanity!

We dreaded going into the third section and prayed before entering for that individual in particular. One Sunday, the man greeted us at the door as though we were old friends. He didn't utter a word of profanity as we began to sing, but just stood a few feet from us quietly smiling. The real surprise came when we mentioned the name of Jesus in our song. The same man who had cursed and attacked us in the past, suddenly began dancing and repeating the name, "Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!"

We witnessed obvious and definite conversion experiences in all three sections of the home. What impressed me even more, was the fact that these conversions seemed to occur with the same frequency in all three groups! There was no doubt in our minds, that these conversions were genuine even though there was often no possibility of communicating the inner change that had taken place.

While speaking at a Bible conference in Switzerland, we were invited to a meal in a couple’s home that had a mentally handicapped son of about 25-30. After dinner, they engaged us in a conversation, asking how they could know that their son would go to heaven or what they could do to help him to accept Christ as his Savior. I told them about my experience in the mental institution and asked if their son responded or acted differently when in a group of believers or unbelievers. Both of them immediately replied, “Oh yes!” They said that he was always happy when he heard people singing hymns and choruses but reacted negatively and wanted to leave the room when it was full of unsaved people even though they seemed to be enjoying themselves. I said, “You have heard his testimony; just thank God!”
Just as salvation is God's work, assurance of salvation is the work of the Holy Spirit.

John 16:12-16: I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father. 

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. But if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

I Thess. 4:7-8 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit. 

The Pharisee and the Publican
Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. Luke 18:10-14

The publican was not justified because he recognized that he was a sinner, but because he recognized a holy and righteous God and asked for mercy! According to Romans 14:22-23, whatsoever is not of faith [outside of a personal relationship with God] is sin. 
The attitude of the Pharisee made him a sinner of the worst sort. 

· He committed the unpardonable sin (Hebrews 6:1-8 and 10:26). He trusted in his own righteousness.

· He committed the sin unto death (I John 5:16), for without admission of sin, there is no forgiveness. 

· He committed the sin against the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31-32), whose job it is to convict of sin and lead us in the whole truth. 

The Pharisee was incorrigible, unrepentant and proud. There is no forgiveness for such a person. He had no assurance of salvation but just tried to impress God, others and to assure himself of salvation. 

I John 1:1-10

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us; That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
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