Sermon title: Waiting on the Lord 


Scripture reading (responsive): Psalms 27:1-14
Introduction:
We often consider the pain and suffering that Jesus endured at the crucifixion, but how often have you considered what it must have been like for Christ's followers? The Passion week was a turbulent and stressful time for them too. Probably none of us has experienced anything quite like what they went through. 

It was certainly difficult for the disciples to grasp the fact, that Jesus was really the long anticipated Messiah that prophets had foretold. But gradually, it had become a firm and joyous belief;  Jesus was the Savior of the nation Israel, the King of the Jews! 

For three years, multitudes came to hear Jesus preach and teach and to see his miracles. The disciples experienced all that first hand. They left their careers to follow Jesus. They were committed.

Suddenly, Jesus was taken from them! How must they have felt! The mother of Jesus would have been heart-broken and totally disoriented. Perhaps she thought back on his birth in Bethlehem, of angel visitations, or she recalled the words of Simeon and Anna at his dedication in the temple. 

As I grow older and attend more and more funerals, I have observed something that is often overlooked. When a loved one dies, the first thoughts of those close to the deceased are generally on recent experiences and events. "Just last week, we were doing this or that. Our world was still intact, but now…" Or their thoughts are of that vacation they had planned together, or perhaps a special birthday or anniversary celebration that will no longer take place. 

What can you say to comfort those who have lost someone they loved and leaned upon? Reminding them of past blessings only accentuates the hurt. They need to get on with their lives and face an uncertain future. 
Even when all seems lost and hopeless, God is still alive. Before Mary had her little boy in Bethlehem, she was a woman of faith. God was real and present. God accompanied Mary for three decades and took her through some very difficult times. Psalm 27:14 says, "Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD." God was never dead nor will he ever die!  

We have often been in situations that we could not understand. Everything seemed hopeless and all our prayers, work and aspirations seemed wasted. In times like that we need to wait on the Lord. Psalm 127:1-2 says, Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. Who have we been serving all this time? A god who would someday fail or die? When we earnestly sought the Lord's leading, obeyed, experienced answered prayer and lived in close fellowship with God, serving him in faith and commitment, was it really in vain? 
Over and over, when the situation looks hopeless or desperate, we are told to wait upon the Lord. The New Testament word is often "tarry".
Over and over, when the situation looks hopeless or desperate, we are told to wait upon the Lord (tarry). 

1.) Mark 14:34 He saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. 
· Jesus took three faithful disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane. He told them to wait & watch with him. 

· He desires our fellowship; he takes the initiative and asks us to wait with him.  Do you keep fellowship with the Lord?  Or is it just a duty?

· We are asked to pray with him.  Today, Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father praying for me - and you and for lost souls! He invites us to watch and wait with him. 

· We should listen to him.  For millenniums there were no printed Bibles. God's people had to go to the Synagogue, temple or church to hear someone read a page or two of scripture. For centuries, most Europeans were Roman Catholic. Reading scripture was reserved for theologians and Mass was in Latin. There are still 300 tribes in Papua New Guinea who have no Bible in their heart language.  We have the entire Bible in our homes, most of us several. Does it only get opened in church? Do you listen to God? 

2.) Luke 24:29  But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 
· Here we have the opposite situation. The Emmaus disciples asked Jesus to tarry with them. 

· They were confused.  The Emmaus disciples didn't recognize Jesus when he talked with them, but their hearts burned within them. When we have questions or doubts, do we invite Jesus to wait with us?

· There are times when Christians get down and don't want any help. They prefer to feel like martyrs. Elisha told God, "Poor me, I am all alone!" but God said, "I have seven thousand who have not bowed their knee to Baal." 

· Jesus is willing to enter our lives, fix problems, answer questions and make us useful servants, but do we invite him in to wait with us? Or do we prefer our "pitty party"?  

3.) Luke 24:49  And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 
· Jesus gave his disciples the Great Commission, a simple three-point plan, yet seemingly impossible task. 1) We are to preach the gospel to all people; 2) we are to make disciples in all nations; 3) first, however, we are to wait!  

· We must wait for God's power.  In New Jersey, we must shut off the engine when we fill the tank of our cars. Normally, we begin the day by sitting down to eat. And before we can do a decent day's work, we need to get our rest. When we wait on the Lord, we shall receive power! 

· Jesus said "Ye shall be witnesses." That was a promise, not a command. He promised that his Word would not return to him void, but perform what he intends it to do. 

· After those commands and reassuring promises, Jesus was suddenly taken up into heaven – HE'S GONE! "What do we do now?" Obey! We are told first of all, to wait!  

· The disciples obeyed and waited. After ten days of waiting, things started to happen (pop-corn)!

4.) I Corinthians 11:33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another.
Tarry in Fellowship with one another; we are to wait together. 

· Cooperation, not Contention (v. 16-18)

· Concern, not Callousness (v. 21-22)

· Communion, not Condemnation (v. 23-34)

5.) Hebrews 10:37  For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 
· After a little while…

· He will come in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye (I Corinthians 15:52)

· He will come as the lightning flashes across the sky (Matthew 24:27)

· He will come when we don't expect it (Matthew 24:44)

Isaiah 40:31 says, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."

Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. James 5:7

The Lord Waits for Us!

Ralph V Harvey 

