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The Parable of the Fish Net (Matthew 13:47-50) 

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 

Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." 

Being mostly fishermen, this parable must have been the easiest for the disciples to understand. Jesus called his disciples to become fishers of men. 
Although Jesus was the son of a carpenter, he showed an amazing knowledge of nearly all professions. He was familiar with all forms of agriculture, economics and politics. He understood the needs of and tensions between rich and poor; he sensed the plight of the sick, handicapped and diseased; he was familiar with dissention between the various religious sects. 

He was very familiar with the fishing trade. He lived the longest period of time in Capernaum, on the Sea of Galilee, and most of his disciples were fishermen. He felt at home on the water, even preaching and sleeping in boats. He demonstrated his power over the elements when he walked on the water and stilled a storm. He even taught the disciples how to catch fish. He once sent Peter to fish with a hook and line, prophesying that the first fish he caught would have enough money in its mouth to pay both of their taxes! On two occasions, his instructions to the disciples resulted in the largest catches they had ever experienced.

People who know me well, also know that I enjoy sailing and working on small sailboats.  I bought my first sailboat while a missionary in Austria. A fellow worker asked me how I would justify such a luxury to our supporters.  I relplied that sailing was actually very Christ-like! Matthew says that when Jesus got into the boat, his disciples followed.  Mark goes even farther and says that Jesus COMMANDED the disciples to get a boat ready for him. When Jesus and the disciples were weary of ministering and throngs gave them no peace, he and his disciples went sailing (Mark 6:31-32). When saddened by news of the cruel martyrdom of his Baptist friend and cousin John, Jesus went sailing. The Apostle Paul also went sailing, but Luke says he preferred walking (Acts 20:13).  It is no wonder either, when you read about his experiences at sea, including shipwreck!

Some critics claim that the Bible calls them fishing boats, not sailboats. It is true that John says the disciples rowed the boats (John 1:13 and 6:19), but that was because the winds were against them.  

In 1986, there was a great drought in Israel and the water in the Sea of Galilee receded to record levels.  Two fishermen discovered the remains of an old boat and notified archeologists. They were able to carefully remove, identify and preserve the boat by soaking it in chemicals for 14 years. All tests show the age of the boat to be about 2000 years. It has been nicknamed "The Jesus Boat." It was capable of being rowed by four staggered rowers or sailed using a mast. It is now on display in the Yigal Allon Museum in Kibbutz Ginosar, Israel.

Interpretation

The events of this parable take place at the end of the world (Greek: aion= age). Two separate judgments are mentioned in scriptures. One takes place at the end of the seven year tribulation period. The other is at the end of the millennial kingdom  (Revelation 14:6.7; 20:7-15 and Matthew 25:31-46). Some expositors say that the scene depicted in this parable takes place at the rapture of the church before the tribulation while others see it taking place following the seven year tribulation period or at the final judgment.
The sea is normally a symbol of the masses of people or the nations of the world. The net represents the kingdom of God, but this parable is about the catch - what is found in the net and what happens to these creatures; it's not about the net.  The net is cast into the sea (nations) and not pulled out until it is full (Romans 11:25). The good fish and the bad fish are sorted. The bad fish are cast out (burned) and the good fish are removed from the net and placed in containers.  The net has served its purpose and is never heard of again. Jesus came "to seek and to save that which is lost," but now he gives his undivided attention to the children of the kingdom.

Although we are called to be fishers of men, it is not our job to sort them out. I Corinthians 11 tells us that each person is to search his or her own heart before participating in the Lord's supper here on earth. In the last judgment, the angels sort them out. God entrusts his angels with invitations for the wedding feast of the Lord and casting out those who don't belong (Matthew22:1-14; Luke 14:23). This sorting process reminds of the second parable, the wheat and the tares.
All sorts of fish are in the net, according to Revelation7:9-10, they are from all nations, tribes and tongues, but not all are "good fish." We need to recall the words of our Lord, "Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more." (Luke 12:43-48).  

People can drown in water and fish suffocate when taken out of the water. The difference between this world and the kingdom of heaven is even more dramatic. 
In order to get into heaven, we must first die. Baptism depicts our death, burial and resurrection to new life in Christ Jesus. The Bible says we are “pilgrims and strangers here on earth” but we will feel right at home when we get to heaven. At the rapture, we receive new bodies. 

There are many who call themselves Christians but feel quite at home in the world. When they get old and sickly, they do all in their power and spend all their savings to stay out of heaven. 

Verse 48 speaks of containers (plural), one for the good and one for the bad fish. Jesus said that he would prepare places in heaven for those who believe in him (John 14:2). A place of torment is prepared for those who reject God's sacrificial payment for their sin.  It doesn't take long for fish to smell after they are dead. They start to rot and the smell is unbearable, so they are thrown into the fire to be burned. This picture is also shown in the parable of the wheat and the tares. They are separated at harvest time and the tares are burned. 
When the Lord speaks of punishment, he also mentions weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth. Anyone who has ever heard a person gnashing their teeth can imagine this scene. I vividly recall an epileptic youth who had a seizure at a camp I was in charge of. He was gnashing his teeth and almost bit off his tongue. I managed to wedge my wallet between his teeth with brute force and he bit it nearly through!  Both atheists and theologians may deny the existence of hell or downplay its painfulness, but phrases like this and the story (not parable) of the rich man and Lazarus, show what the Lord knew about it. It definitely refers to humans and not to fish, for fish don't gnash their teeth!. 
Letter to the Church in Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22) 

"And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."

Laodicea means “ruled by the people” and is close to our understanding of "democracy" (of the people, for the people and by the people). It is also similar to the word "Nikolaitans." The church of Jesus Christ should be ruled by God, but many churches in the last days (today!?) are "of the people, for the people and by the people." A church business meeting is run according to Roberts Rules of Parliamentary Procedures, and the Holy Spirit often can't get a word in. Many recognized modern-day prophecy experts claim that America is not mentioned in Bible prophecy but I wonder if Laodicea is a typ of the American church. 

Like the other six churches, Laodicea was an actual church in a city of that name, but the Lord's message to this church is of particular significance. Laodicea is not only the last of the seven churches named and spiritually the worst off, it is also a type of the church in the last days. Jesus introduces himself to the church as the "Amen” -"so be it" who was from the beginning (v.14; 1:4; 8, 17-18 und 2: 8).

Situation in Laodicea:

Its works are lukewarm and induce the Lord to vomit them out. The church lives in self-deception: “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”
Jesus frequently mentioned spiritual blindness. Matthew 15:14 said that the Pharisees were "blind leaders of the blind and if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch..” (also Matthew 23:16; John 9:39-41). 
Most of us are familiar with the fairy tale, "The Emperor's New Clothes." Laodicea considered herself rich and in need of nothing, but she was naked and didn't know it!  
God measures our works according to our own limitations and potential. He expects much more from me because I was raised in a Christian family, a free country and was blessed with good health, normal intelligence and a good education. To a marooned sailor on a desert island in the ocean, a fruitful tree in a well-kept orchard is worth nothing, but a tree with poor fruit within reach is valuable. 
Jesus gives advice. To the other churches, Jesus gave authoritative commands and clear warnings, but to Laodicea, he gives advice! An employer speaks differently to his workers than with customers or those he would like to win as such. Parents may tell their children what to do and what not to do, but they must speak differently with the neighbors' children. Jesus is standing at the door and knocking. He is outside of Laodicea, wanting to enter. 

His counsel (v.18) is four-fold: 

First, he counsels Laodicea to buy gold that is refined in fire. He is not speaking of salvation here because that cannot be bought. In I Corinthians 3:9-18, Paul speaks of the foundation which no man can lay. Jesus paid for our salvation. But we are told to build with quality materials including gold.  
Secondly, he counsels Laodicea to purchase white clothing. White symbolizes righteousness. The white raiment is to cover Laodicea's nakedness. When putting on white clothing, we make certain that we are clean. After we are saved, we must keep ourselves clean and do good works, but underneath, we are still naked and have nothing to brag about.  Matthew 5:13-16 reads, "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." 
Thirdly, Laodicea is counseled to anoint her eyes with eye salve in order to see. Being blind makes a person helpless and dependent on others, but Laodicea is not really blind. She is blinded by her perceived wealth. The city was renowned far and wide for its eye salve. The cure was there, the believers only needed to apply it. Many Christians today know the truth but don't apply it. They are blinded by this world and all it has to offer. They are materialistic.  


Fourthly, Jesus counsels Laodicea to repent.  The Lord loves the people he created so much that he died a horrible death on Calvary to pay for their salvation. The cure is there, but it must be applied. It takes an action on man's part. God created man with a will to choose and he never violates that will. If man chooses to serve the devil, he will spend eternity with him in hell.  
Jesus is standing at the door and knocking. He is on the outside. We usually hear this verse quoted in regards to missions and evangelism. It is a message to the lost. 
Postscript: In 2002, my wife and I visited the sites of all seven of the churches named in Revelations 2-3.  If anyone would like a copy of the PowerPoints or videos that I made, I would be happy to oblige.
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