WHEN EVERYTHING GOES HAYWIRE

When I was a kid, I helped farmers with their harvests for pocket change. I clearly remember working feverishly to bale hay and get it into the barn before a threatening storm hit us. Dark clouds kept getting closer and we worked even faster. 

Then it happened! It wasn't the rain, but a tangle in the haywire! What a mess! There was no reserve roll handy and farmers knew that untangling haywire was an impossible task. There was nothing we could do but take the finished bales back to the barn and hope the storm would soon blow over. 

Few people living today are familiar with haywire, but most of us have heard or even used the expression, "gone haywire." Fishermen who get their lines tangled, say it "went haywire." I recently tossed several strings of Christmas lights into the trash rather than spending hours attempting to locate and replace bad bulbs and untangle the wires. 
When our carefully made plans and efforts to accomplish something are hopelessly foiled by an unexpected disaster, we are forced to stop whatever we are doing and reassess the situation. What do you do when everything goes haywire? If you are lucky, there may be several options, but continuing as planned is not one of them. 
Prayer

"Haywire" situations preceded the invention of haywire by thousands of years, but I don't know what people called them in those days. There are many examples in the Bible. 
The people of Babel were intent on making a name for themselves by building a tower that would reach the heavens. Then, God confused their tongues and everything went haywire! How did they describe it in those days? Today we night call it “confusion,” or “haywire”. “Babel” has even become a term to describe just such a situation!
Haywire Situations and Miracles
In the story of Esther, there is a man named Haman who has seen nothing but success. He is now second in command after the king. He became angry because a Jew named Mardichai refused to bow down and worship him. He built a gallows to hang him on and went to the king’s palace to get permission. Suddenly, everyting went haywire! 
What seemed like haywire to Haman was a miracle for Esdther, Mardochai and the Jewish people. 

God sometimes performs miracles when we think all is lost – hopeless – everything has gone haywire!  The doctor tells you that you have cancer and have only a few days or weeks to live. Six months later, the doctor does a scan and finds no trace of cancer cells!
Or you have just lost your job, the credit card is maxed out and the car’s transmission breaks down. Then a favorite Uncle unexpectedly dies and you discover that he has made you sole heir of his estate!

We just celebrated Thanksgiving, when Christians give thanks to God for his many blessings. Some of these blessings we may take for granted and a few are considered unusual, unexpected or perhaps undeserved. We may occasionally  even thank God for a miracle. But how many of us thank God when all seems to go haywire in our lives?


Tangled Messages 
When we look back in history, we can find places in which not just a few people, but entire nations and sometimes the whole world was struck by a massive haywire incident. 

In the days of Noah most of the people abandoned God and his Word, but life was still good. God told Noah to warn the people of pending judgment, but they refused to listen and then came the flood.  
It was a similar situation in Sodom. Abraham had a difficult time believing that there could be less than ten righteous men in Sodom but God’s judgment came. 

Four centuries prior to Christ’s birth, 
nothing seemed to be happening in Israel. There were no prophets, no new revelations of scripture, no miracles or gifted preachers of God’s Word. Much of the then-known world had become subject to Rome. The spiritual climate in Israel was cool if not icy cold. Some Scribes and Rabbis attempted to encourage the people by reminding them of the great prophets who had promised the coming of a Savior/Messiah.  The reaction of most to such teaching was rather ho-hum. I can almost hear some saying, “Promises, promises! All we get is promises!” 
In the first half of those 400 years, the Jews continued to practice the Law of Moses and follow temple rituals under the Greeks, but when Syria took Jerusalem in 204 BC, the situation changed. In 171 BC, Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the Holy of Holies (the most sacred part of the temple) by sacrificing a pig to Zeus! The Jews, led by the Maccabee brothers, revolted and retook control of Jerusalem in 165 BC, but a century later, The Romans conquered Israel. 

In the final years before the birth of Jesus, the prophecies of Daniel, his timeline of history in particular, became popular subjects of the Scribes and Rabbis in the Synagogues. These teachings were also known to King Herod.
From the Birth of Christ until his death and Resurrection (33 years)
People first heard of Jesus when a group of shepherds from Bethlehem spread a fantastic tale of an angelic appearance and of a baby bearing the name "Jesus" that had been born in a stable. There were many visitors in town at the time who had traveled long distances in order to appear for the Roman census. After they returned to their homes, they told and retold the story. 

About a year later, the entire city of Jerusalem was talking about a caravan of dignitaries from the East, who came seeking a newborn Jewish prince. They claimed that the unusual appearance of a star had given them reliable information. It was so important to them, that they set out on a journey that must have taken months. 

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him (Matthew 2:3).  King Herod became alarmed and called all the important teachers of Israel into his palace for consultation. He asked them where the Messiah should be born and asked the special visitors exactly when the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, demanding that they report back to him. When they didn't, Herod ordered all male children under two years in the environs of Bethlehem to be killed. 

A decade later, after the Passover feast ended, important Scribes and Rabbis were in the temple discussing theological, prophetic and political matters. A 12-year-old kid named Jesus joined the group and started asking questions. Before long, the priests, scribes and rabbis were asking him questions.  And it came to pass, that after three days they [Jesus' parents] found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers (Luke 2:46-47).

Seventeen years of relative calm passed. Herod was building palaces for himself and an impressive temple for the Jews. Jewish leaders seemed to have the people under control. Only an odd-ball preacher out in the wilderness gave reason for some Apprehension. He called on the people to repent and be baptized, saying that the Messiah was coming and His kingdom was close at hand. And the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not (Luke 3:15).

Jesus came to John the Baptist asking to be baptized, selected 12 disciples and began to declare everywhere that the kingdom of God had arrived. From that point on, things began to get uncomfortable for the Jewish leaders.

Jesus was soon the main topic of discussion in meetings of the Sanhedrin. At first they asked, "What shall we do? If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and the nation. They tried to trick Jesus into making wrong statements, but it always seemed to "go haywire". They accused him of disobeying their laws, but Jesus managed to turn the tables on them. He also overturned the tables of the money changers and sellers of sacrificial animals in the temple.

The High Priests and Pharisees were intent on eliminating Jesus, but Jesus always escaped, saying that his time was not yet come. While they were plotting to kill him, Judas showed up with a plan. For once, all religious parties worked feverishly together. Their efforts and cunning plans seemed headed for success. Jewish leaders worked up the crowds, coerced Pilate to release a notorious prisoner named Barabbas ("Son of the Rabbi") and turn Jesus over to the executioners. Jesus showed no signs of resisting even while he was being brutally persecuted. Their goal seemed within reach.

On the 14th of Nisan around 9:00 am, Jesus was nailed to the cross. He died six hours later at 3:00 p.m.. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemas laid the lifeless body of Christ in a tomb. 

Now, everything went haywire for the disciples. After three years of traveling with Jesus and hearing his teachings, their Lord and Master was dead! 
The Jewish leaders sat down to enjoy their feast, but they couldn't forget the great darkness and earthquake, with reports of the dead rising out of their graves and walking around the city! Most disturbing was news that the temple veil had been rent in two from top to bottom, and that right at Passover time! 

Rabbi Simeon, described this veil in the Mishna as follows: The veil was an handbreadth thick, and woven of seventy-two twisted plaits; each plait consisted of twenty-four threads. [The veil] was forty cubits long, and twenty wide (60 x 30 feet) and made of eighty-two myriads [the meaning is not clear]. Two of these veils were made each year, and it took three hundred priests to immerse one.

The disciples were gripped by fear. They barricaded themselves in a room for three days and three nights. The Jews had succeeded in killing their Lord! Where was God? 

Early the next morning, on the 15th of Nisan, the Chief Priests and Pharisees returned to Pilate and requested him to seal the tomb and assign soldiers to guard the tomb. 

As the sun rose on the first day of the week, however, everything went haywire! The soldiers reported that the tomb was empty. The High Priests who had bribed Judas, also bribed the soldiers to spread a lie and they promised to bribe Pilate if he got wind of the matter. They were to tell everyone that they saw the disciples break the seal, roll the heavy stone from the tomb, and steal the corpse - while they were sleeping! 

Conclusion

As Christians, no matter what occurs, good or bad, God is ultimately in control. He is always trying to tell us or teach us something. Sometimes our busy-ness gets in the way of what God wants. He may attempt to get the message across in other ways, but we don’t listen, too intent on what we want. Sometimes the Lord causes things to go haywire to get our attention!


We are rapidly approaching the conclusion of world history as we know it. Man will reign for seven or more years, but then it’s God’s turn. The battle of Armageddon will put the combined Haywire incidents of all history in its shadows. 

Revelation 16:1-21  And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image. And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea. And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood. And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments. And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue, Armegeddon. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great. 
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