Replacing Judas
Acts 1:12-28
Introduction
Although I risk being called a heretic, I must confess that I differ with many highly-respected Christian theologians on some common biblical interpretations of this passage. I don’t call them false teachers and hope they will be kind enough to try convincing me of error before condemning me to burning at the stake. I have always welcomed criticism and correction whether offered in love or contempt. That is how I learned some of life's greatest lessons -- like speaking German.  All learning is basically correcting errors. In college I paid for education and I thankfully accept criticism and correction when it is offered free of charge! In either case, however, I don’t have to accept the intended correction if I cannot find biblical reason to agree.
I recently saw two advertisements for health products that made me laugh.  In order to make the sales pitch sound sophisticated, they used a German word commonly known to English speakers:

· Advertisement for supplemental pills: "Ingredients that destroy or limit gesundheits." 

· Best Buy advertisement for an air purifier: “Say good-by to gesundheits.” 

When someone sneezes, we often say, "gesundheit!" Those who wrote up these ads, reasoned that a sneeze is unhealthy and "gesundheit" must be the German word for germs (makes sense, or?). 

The word “germ” has no relationship to “German” and German speakers all know that "gesundheit" means "health." When you sneeze, a German wishes you health! The German word “gesundheit” and its English equivalent, “health” are always used in the singular. I doubt if anyone would buy medicine or an air purifier to get rid of “healths.”   

As long as the sellers and buyers of these gadgets understand the same thing when they say and hear “gesundheit”, It doesn’t really matter. My “problem” is that I know German and speak it fluently! 

Understanding Scripture
A proper understanding of Scripture is important. I want to understand the Bible, so when I read it, I utilize four common study tactics. 

1) If a passage is unclear, I carefully read parallel passages if there are any. 

2) Another method is studying the context. 

3) A third is checking my Strong’s Concordance for the Hebrew or Greek meanings of the word in question. I often look up every appearance of the word in the Bible. At times I research usage in other ancient documents.  

4) A fourth possibility is checking to see what respected preachers or authors have to say about the passage.  

Unfortunately, most Christians seldom study the Bible and are usually in a hurry when they read it.  If I hear someone mention their “daily devotions” or “quiet time,” I can almost assume that they are speaking of a devotional booklet like “Our Daily Bread.”  Sometimes this is combined with a prayer calendar.  I have read my Bible through several times in both English and German, but there are many who think that a serious Christian is one who reads the Bible through every year.  If they read a modern translation, they “think” that they understand, and if they read the KJV, they usually gloss over parts that are not immediately clear.  If you take the time to study God’s Word and understand it correctly, you will need more than a year!

Sunday School teachers, people who give occasional devotionals, and even many pastors depend largely on the fourth method mentioned above.  It is the easiest and safest method of “Bible study.” If there is an error. You are in good company and few would criticize you if you quote the author.  

I try to read my Bible studiously and want to understand it correctly. Many best-selling authors and popular public speakers do the same, so I am also in good company, but there are passages of scripture, which I do not completely understand or have questions about.  Sometimes, learning what others say and write is helpful, but at other times there are conflicting opinions and my favorite response is going to point #3 above. 

Using this method, I often discover that the same Hebrew or Greek word is translated in many different ways! When I come across this situation, I like to look up every use of the word in scriptures and read the verses, inserting the original word instead of the word used by translators. It never ceases to amaze me at how often this gives me a clear understanding of what the hearers or readers understood when the statement was originally made.  
I have written several articles or done studies on controversial interpretations of certain scriptures. You will seldom hear a sermon on such themes in a church because no pastor wants the reputation of being a heretic or trouble maker. There are plenty of “safe” themes to preach on. I began this kind of writing soon after founding the Austrian Bible Institute in 1984. In the beginning, we had only two resident teachers and the rest were pastors or teachers from other schools who came sometimes long distances and taught all their classes in one or two weeks. Most refused payment but we paid for travel expenses and provided room and board. 
Bible students want to learn God’s truth and when they hear differing interpretations, they normally come to the leadership with their questions. The following article is an example of what I have written, beginning with the scrpture in question. At the top of this page, I title it “Replacing Judas,” but here is another possible title:
The Thirteenth Apostle Selected (Acts 1:12-26)

Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,). Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.  For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry.  Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take. Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.  And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,  That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.  And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

Context
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he gave his disciples three commands. Although the word never appears in the Bible, we collectively call these commands “The Great Commission.” 

The first command is to “preach the gospel to every creature.” The second command is to teach - make disciples in every nation.  Thirdly, the Lord commanded his disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they had received the Holy Spirit. While they were waiting, they also prayed. That was not part of the Lord’s command, but certainly a good way to spend their time while waiting. 

From the context, we know that this took place in Jerusalem during the ten-day interim between the ascension of Jesus and the first day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given. All eleven apostles were dwelling in the Upper Room (v.13) and "the number of names [gathered] together were about an hundred and twenty." They were involved in “prayer and supplication” (v.14).

Peter’s Argumentation
At some point, Peter stopped praying and concentrating on the Lord’s command to wait. Instead of looking ahead for the coming of the Holy Spirit, he looked back on the betrayal of Jesus by Judas. Instead of waiting and praying, Peter decided that they also needed to do something. Peter was convinced that the eleven had to choose someone to replace Judas (verses 16-22).  
Theologians are divided over whether the decision to chose someone to replace Judas was proper. I will allow God to be the judge on that, but personally I believe that the “eleven” or “hundred and twenty” should have continued waiting as commanded by Christ. 
I will first present seven arguments of respected theologians, who are convinced that the action of Peter and the other disciples was proper. 
Arguments in Support of the Disciples’ Action

1) Peter's knowledge and understanding of scriptures motivated his action. He read passages that believers generally considerd to be prophetic (Psalm 69:26 and 109:8). Certain passages seemed to indicate Judas. Peter felt that these demanded a response from them as the chosen disciples of Christ.

2) Peter also named requirements of the man who would receive the office of Judas. He would need to have been with the disciples from the time of John the Baptist until the ascension of Christ (Acts 1:21-26). The purpose was to serve as a witness to the resurrection.

3) The disciples were spiritually prepared for such an act, having been continually praying while waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit (v.14).

4) Casting of lots was acceptable in OT times. Proverbs 16:33 says, "The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD." Official offices or positions in the temple were often selected by lot. OT priests used the "Urim and Thumim" and Gideon laid out the wool twice asking for a sign. 

5) They used good logic; one of the twelve was missing! (Acts 1:8; John15:27)

6) The disciples and the candidates were well qualified. 

7) They were in the place chosen by their Lord and obeying his command to wait. 

My Response  

Peter was obviously convinced that he was doing right in verses Acts 1:21-26, but I think Peter, who was known to be impulsive, should have waited a little longer before giving such an authoritative command to his fellow disciples. I do not claim godly authority and would be happy to change my position if convinced that I am wrong. I am not alone with my opinion however. Many respected theologians have taken a similar stance. 
Most theologians believe that Peter’s words were prompted by Psalm 69 and 109. Peter believed that these passages referenced Judas (Acts 1:16). 

Psalm 69:25 says, "Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents." Peter renders it, “May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it."  

Why would Peter change plural adjectives to singular? Could it be to keep others from thinking of Peter’s own failures and denials with cursing at the crucifixion? Most of the verses in Psalm 109 fit Peter, perhaps more than Judas! We can thank God that Peter repented before God and his Savior and that God is merciful. Judas only confessed his sin to a godless priest before taking his own life. 

My first response is that this verse speaks of vacating rather than replacing. 
Psalms 109 has 31 verses filled with terrible descriptions of the offensive person(s). In verses 2 - 5, the psalmist speaks of wicked and deceitful persons (plural) who sin with their mouths.  

For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me: they have spoken against me with a lying tongue. They compassed me about also with words of hatred; and fought against me without a cause. For my love they are my adversaries: but I give myself unto prayer.  And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love. 
In verse 6 and following, the psalmist changes to the singular form. 
Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at his right hand. When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and let his prayer become sin. Let his days be few; and let another take his office. Peter makes reference to verse 8, but uses uses the word “bishoprick.” 

Between the resurrection and ascension of Christ there were about 40 days in which Jesus himself could have selected someone to replace Judas. If replacement was God’s intention for the didciples, he surely would have shared this intent and the preferred method of replacing Judas with his disciples. 
All the original disciples died but only one was replaced. Why? 
This is the last mention in Scripture of both named candidates. 
Roman soldiers cast lots for the garment of Jesus at his crucifixion, but nowhere else in the New Testament are believers known to use this method (Acts 1:21-26) to decide anything. 
There are other matters that would need explaining. Jesus personally selected the twelve, and he knew that Judas would betray him. Since Judas was one of the twelve, this choice would have made Matthias the 13th disciple. What might the man of their choosing be like? I sincerely doubt that Jesus would have expected them to choose a replacement for Judas before they had received the Holy Spirit. And it doesn't sound like something Christ would have suggested, to choose two candidates and then have the disciples cast lots to decide which one was to replace Judas. 
Casting Lots
There are numerous places in the Old Testament where casting of lots is mentioned. Some of these are acts of godless men (Joel 3:3 and Obediah 1:11). Where God's chosen leaders cast lots, it was usually (always?) to show impartiality.  Examples: choosing which goat would be the scapegoat, dividing the land among the tribes, deciding which Levites were to carry wood for offerings at various times, choosing who should dwell in Jerusalem and other cities after the people returned from Babylon.  The choice was not important, so casting lots was a way to prevent being accused of prejudice or favoritism. 

Saul ordered lots to be cast between himself and his son, Jonathan. Although the Bible doesn't say, Joshua may have cast lots to discover who had transgressed during "Operation Jericho." It was narrowed down to Achan and he was publicly executed. 

In the New Testament, all four gospels and Acts report on the Roman soldiers casting lots for the garments of Jesus, but only in Acts 1:26 do believers cast lots. 

There were various modes of  “casting lots.” When the Roman soldiers cast lots for the garment of Jesus at his crucifixion, it was a chance determination designed to pick a “lucky winner,” totally devoid of any other considerations. The method used by the disciples is quite similar to voting by secret ballot (verses 23-26).  It was a human choice wrapped in prayer for God’s leading. There is nothing wrong with that, but I personally don’t think that it was the right thing to do at the time. 

Two Business Meetings
In Acts 1:15-26, about 120 disciples are gathered in the Upper Room, including the eleven. We know that Jesus personally chose the original dozen disciples and the seventy, who were sent out later, and it would seem logical that many of these were also present.  That makes a possible total of 81. Who were the other 39 disciples? Were these also called or chosen by Jesus?  Joseph Barsabas, surnamed Justus, and Matthias met all the criteria named by Peter, and were present, but apparently were not yet called disciples.  Why? In Acts 1:14, we also learn that a number of women including the mother of Jesus plus his brothers were present but apparently not called disciples. In John 6:66, many of Jesus’ disciples “went back and walked no longer with him.” 

This business meeting reminds of many church business meetings. Collectively, we speak of the church or the believers, but we all know that some may not be truly saved and a few or even many may at some point leave the church. 

Peter said that a prophecy of scripture (only the Old Testament was available at that time) pertaining to Judas had to be fulfilled. He didn’t give chapter and verse, but most Bible scholars agree that he is referring to Psalm 69:25 and 109:8. The original Greek seems to have Peter saying that the prophecy should have already been fulfilled. He is probably thinking that it had been over forty days since the crucifixion and that during this period, there had been only eleven apostles.
In verses 15- 26, Peter stands in the middle and tells his companions what they are to do, how to do it and why. There is no discussion and no one else in the room is mentioned. The others comply with Peter’s dictates and select two persons who meet the criteria set by Peter. Others join in praying for God to bless their lottery.  Matthias wins and is numbered with the eleven. Meeting adjourned! Nothing more is ever heard of the two candidates.
So What’s A Disciple?

We need to understand what a disciple is in order to get a correct picture. That word had meaning long before Jesus called the twelve. It was the common Greek term used for what we call an “apprenticeship.” It is a special arrangement between a “Master” and “Disciple” (student). Jesus personally chose twelve men to be his disciples (Matthew 10) and he later chose and sent “the seventy” (Luke 10). Luke doesn’t call them disciples at first, but after they returned and reported back to Jesus in verse 23, they are called disciples. Just prior to Jesus’ ascension into heaven, Jesus commanded his disciples to preach the gospel to all creatures and to make disciples in all nations. At the same time, he also instructed the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit before obeying the other commands. 
If we take this literally, Peter was disobeying the LORD’s command! 

Both candidates were well-qualified according to Peter’s given conditions, but I ask, “Who gave Peter the authority to determine conditions, or for that matter, the order to choose a replacement for Judas?” Peter says that the candidates needed to be “witnesses of the resurrection.”  Why did the disciples believe that it was necessary to have twelve and not eleven disciples? 

Now let us read the minutes of the second recorded business meeting in Acts of the Apostles, which is actully the first recorded church business meeting which took place after the Holy Spirit was given (I highlighted some of the words below).

Acts 6:1-6, Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number,  a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve [includes Matthias] summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.
Here we can identify several types of disciple. We read that the “twelve” summoned the “full number of disciples” and told the “full number” to pick out from among themselves, “seven“ men (disciples, but not of the twelve) who could serve the needs of the “increasing number of disciples” (verse 1). I think that all those who had come to believe and follow Christ, including women, were somehow included in these groups. Every believer is to be “discipled” or taught “all things that Christ commanded us.”
Psalm 69 and 109 were hymns written by David for the choirmaster.  They were sung by worshippers in the synagogues and temple services and it is possible that the Christians who gathered in the Upper Room had also sung them. Here are the Bible references indicated by Peter:

Psalm 69:25 says, "Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents." 

(Peter renders it, “May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it.")

Psalms 109:8 says, "…let another take his office." 

(Peter uses the word “bishoprick” in place of “office.”)

Let's look closer at these references.

In Psalm 69:25, David was writing about multiple enemies but Peter applied it to a single enemy named Judas. In other words, Peter is not quoting scripture but interpreting it to support his argument. I am very aware that there are scriptures that can have more than one fulfillment, application or interpretation, but we should be aware of the wording.

Peter had more to say here about Judas.  According to Matthew 27, it was not Judas, but the Sanhedrin who purchased the field. Apologists claim that this is still accurate because the money belonged to Judas. They also explain that Judas hung himself on the edge of a cliff overlooking that field. Apparently, the rope broke and he fell to his death. I won't argue with this, but feel that it isn't necessary for us to explain. As with the resurrection accounts, people may have seen things from a different vantage point or just heard it from someone else. The reports are honest even if there are slight variations. 

When Moses sent spies into Canaan, they all saw the same thing but interpreted it differently. Caleb and Joshua saw through eyes of faith as an opportunity for God to show his sovereign power and glory, but the rest of the spies saw the land and inhabitants in faithlessness. To them, any attempt to enter the promised land would be suicidal. 

Peter decided that they needed to choose someone to replace Judas so that there would once again be twelve apostles. Did Peter think that they could make a better selection than Jesus? If it was a replacement, why should that person be different from Judas whom Jesus had chosen? Where in scripture is being a witness to the resurrection a qualification for becoming a disciple? 

Scriptural integrity is of course primary, but I don't know of any theologian who would argue that everything recorded in the Bible is true. Beginning in Genesis one, inaccurate or untrue statements are recorded in our Bible. The untrue statements of wicked people and of Satan are recorded in the Bible, but also false statements of godly believers. Just because Peter was one of the twelve disciples does not make him inerrant in his interpretation and understanding of scripture.  
Peter says, "this scripture must needs have been fulfilled " and he then tells the others how to do it. If a prophecy is truly from God, we could expect that God himself would fulfill it, and he would not need human help or casting of lots. 

For those who still argue that whatever Peter said had to be true because it is in the Bible, please allow me to make one more comment in support of my position. Peter said in this passage that Judas purchased the burial lot according to a prophetical passage in Psalms. Matthew 27:6-10, however, tells a different story and claims that it was in fulfillment of a prophecy of Jeremiah.  Unlike Matthew, Peter makes no mention of Judas hanging himself, but speaks of him falling – apparently from a cliff.  Those who believe Peter was infallible, argue that the rope broke on which Judas hung himself. 

Some of these arguments border on Roman Catholic teachings that claim Peter was the first Pope and that Popes are infallible when they speak ex cathedra.  The New Apostles and Mormons argue for a historical succession of Apostles, but Catholics only allow that for Popes based on the words of Peter in Acts 1. Some theologians argue that Judas will be one of the twelve apostles ruling the 144,000 based on Matthew 19:28 and Revelation 7:4.  

I am convinced that Luke gives us an accurate depiction of what occurred in the upper room while the eleven waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit. The occurrence is nowhere else mentioned or reaffirmed in scripture. Nowhere else in the New Testament do we find Christians drawing straws or casting lots to make a decision. What became of Joseph Barsabas, surnamed Justus, or Matthias, who "drew the winning lot"?  Neither is mentioned again in scriptures. Furthermore, the other eleven Apostles died and were not replaced. Why not? 

In Acts 6, the apostles chose seven deacons to care for the physical needs of believers.  Stephen and Philip are later found engaged in evangelism, but there is no report of any of the seven performing the ministry to which they were chosen. I still believe that it was good and proper for the disciples to choose qualified men for this ministry, but they didn't claim that this was commanded by God.

I believe that many of us make the mistake of  interpreting God's Word in the light of current events and/or circumstances instead of concentrating on what God says. When Peter focused on Jesus, he was able to walk on water, but when he looked at the waves, he floundered. He was human and so are we.

Concluding Statement

Having stated my position, I remind readers that God didn't reprimand Peter or the disciples for their actions. It is always better to do that which we earnestly believe is right than to do nothing for fear of negative consequences. All men are imperfect and God is gracious. I believe this can be seen in Acts Chapter 1!
We were once visiting an elderly woman with friends when our 5-year-old daughter, who had been outside playing, brought the lady a lovely bouquet of flowers. The lady was overjoyed and gave the child a big hug for her thoughtfulness. We asked each other where our child had gotten those flowers, but the lady overheard us and interrupted. She said, "They probably came from my garden, but she meant well." I Peter 4:8 says, "And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins." 

When asked, I often tell people that I am a Baptist, but I have a friend who thinks that it is unbiblical to use names other than "Brethren." We still have good fellowship and try to live according to scripture. Someday our differing opinions will be resolved and we will be able to live in harmony and smile at our silly ideas. 

I have some dear Baptist friends who disagree with my opinion on Acts 1:12-26. They ask if I think that there are errors in the Bible. My reply is, “How can a person identify error?” II Timothy 2:15  tells us, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." John 16:13 says, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come." 

The Holy Spirit is patient and we must be patient. I just think that Peter should have waited a while longer. I am glad that God can use impulsive people if their hearts are right. Shortly after this, the Holy Spirit was given. When someone in the crowd yelled that the Christians were all drunk, impulsive Peter took that as a signal to preach an impromptu sermon. Three thousand were saved and baptized! My human nature tells me that this was not possible, but I believe every word! 

Theologians are divided over whether the selection of Matthias was proper.  Jesus himself chose the original twelve and he chose Judas, knowing that he would betray him. What would the man of my choosing be like? 
If it had been crucial for his kingdom that there be twelve apostles, I think Christ would have personally chosen a replacement for Judas before his ascension into heaven or at least given the eleven clear instructions.  Christ told the disciples that they were not to procede with carrying out the Great Commission until they had received the Holy Ghost. I sincerely doubt that Jesus would have expected them to choose a replacement for Judas before they had received the Holy Spirit. And it doesn't sound like something Christ would have suggested, to appoint two candidates and then have them cast lots to decide which one should become an apostle. 

There are numerous places in the Old Testament where casting of lots is mentioned. Some of these are acts of godless men (Joel 3:3 and Obediah 1:11 for example). Where God's chosen leaders used lots, it was usually (always?) to show impartiality.  Examples: choosing which goat would be the scapegoat, dividing the land among the tribes, deciding which Levites were to carry wood for offerings at various times, choosing who should dwell in Jerusalem and other cities after the people returned from Babylon.  The choice was not important, so casting lots was a way to choose without showing prejudice or favoritism. 

Saul ordered lots to be cast between himself and his son, Jonathan. Although the Bible doesn't say, Joshua may have cast lots to discover who had transgressed during "Operation Jericho." It was narrowed down to Achan and he was publicly executed. 

In the New Testament, all four gospels and Acts report on the Roman soldiers casting lots for the garments of Jesus, but only in Acts 1:26 do believers cast lots. 

I am aware of arguments in defense of the eleven choosing a replacement for Judas. I am always ready to alter my opinion if convinced, however, many questions have not been answered satisfactorially. 
Some arguments border on Roman Catholic teachings that claim Peter was the first Pope and that Popes are infallible when they speak ex cathedra.  The New Apostles and Mormons argue for a historical succession of Apostles, but Catholics only allow it for Popes based on the words of Peter in Acts 1. Some theologians argue that Judas will be one of the twelve apostles ruling the 144,000 based on Matthew 19:28 and Revelation 7:4.  

I am convinced that Luke gives us an accurate depiction of what occurred in the upper room, while the eleven waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit. The occurrence is nowhere else mentioned or reaffirmed in scripture. Nowhere else in the New Testament do we find Christians drawing straws or casting lots to make a decision. What became of Joseph Barsabas, surnamed Justus, or Matthias, who "drew the winning card." Neither is mentioned again in scriptures. Furthermore, the other eleven Apostles died and were not replaced. Why not? 

In Acts 6, the apostles chose seven deacons to care for the physical needs of believers.  Stephen and Philip are later found engaged in evangelism, but there is no report of any of the seven performing the ministry to which they were chosen. I still believe that it was good and proper for the disciples to choose men for this ministry.  They did not make any claims that this was demanded by God.

I believe that many of us make the mistake of  interpreting God's Word in the light of current events and/or circumstances instead of concentrating on what God says. When Peter focused on Jesus, he was able to walk on water, but when he looked at the waves, he floundered. He was human and so are we.

We were once visiting an elderly woman with friends when our 5-year-old daughter, who had been outside playing, brought the lady a lovely bouquet of flowers. The lady was overjoyed and gave the child a big hug for her thoughtfulness. We asked each other where our child had gotten those flowers, but the lady overheard us and interrupted. She said, "They probably came from my garden, but she meant well." I Peter 4:8 says, "And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins." 

When asked, I often tell people that I am a Baptist, but I have a friend who thinks that it is unbiblical to use names other than "Brethren." We still have good fellowship and try to live according to scripture. Someday our differing opinions will be resolved and we will be able to live in harmony and smile at our silly ideas. 

Not everything written in the Bible is truth. The words of godly men who spoke falsehood and of Satan who quoted scripture are also recorded in the Bible. Since Pentecost, every true believer has the Holy Spirit to lead us in truth.

II Timothy 2:15  tells us, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." John 16:13 says, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come." 

Neither of these verses gives a "deadline." When will we have accomplished II Timothy 2:15?  When will the Holy Spirit be finished with the task described in John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 

The Holy Spirit is patient and we too must be patient. I just think that Peter should have waited a while before interrupting the prayer meeting to share his “spiritual insight” I am glad that God can use impulsive people if their hearts are right. Shortly after this, the Holy Spirit was given. When some scoffer in the crowd yelled that the Christians were all drunk, impulsive Peter took that as a signal to preach an impromptu sermon. Three thousand were saved and baptized! My human nature tells me that this was not possible, but I believe every word! 

Ralph V Harvey
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