The Extra Mile  
But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.  (Matthew 5:37-48)

I doubt if anyone reading this has ever been compelled to walk a mile with someone. Some little known history is needed in order to understand this verse.  
When Jesus spoke these words, Israel was occupied and governed by Rome.  The Jews were not at all happy about that, but there seemed to be little chance of a change on the horizon. According to the Prophet Daniel, the Messiah was supposed to appear soon, but even the Rabbis and teachers didn’t sound very convincing when they spoke about his coming.   
Roman law stated that if a soldier asked a civillian to carry his bag for a mile, he had to oblige. Groups of Roman soldiers could be seen almost everywhere a person looked and Jews tried to avoid them whenever possible. We can perhaps imagine what went through the minds of his listeners when Jesus made that statement: “Go an extra mile!”
Harvey Builders has been a family business for three generations. My father used to tell us, “There are different kinds of employees, but the extra mile kind is worth his weight in gold.” 

He explained, "Some workers constantly need prodding and the threat of being fired to keep them working productively. Others show up faithfully and do whatever you tell them to do, but when it’s quitting time, they drop their tools and head for home. Occasionally, you find a worker who goes the extra mile. When he is finished with a task, he looks around before going to the boss. He says for example, “That truck load of lumber is due to arrive any time now; should I go clear a place to put it?” Or he may ask, “Shall I start cutting rafters, or do you have something else for me to do?” When it’s quitting time, he helps to put away tools and clean up debris."

In sixty years of serving the Lord, I have learned that there are also different kinds of professing Christians. I will try to describe three here. 

1)
The Minimalist

God gave us many commands that he expects us to obey. Many church members faithfully try to keep God’s commands. If they are truly saved, they will receive a reward and the commendation of our Lord. I call these “minimalists,” however. They ask, “what must I do to get to heaven?” “How far can I go in this relationship without sinning?” Or they ask, “How much must I put in the collection plate to satisfy God?” 

I worked like that for my father before I gave my life to Christ. I worked okay and got fair pay, but when I was off work, it was my time and my money. 

Christians who are in that category may be saved, but they are still in “school.” They will hopefully come to recognize the truth of Galatians 3:24-26: Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
The law leads to faith and faith opens the door to grace. God’s grace is much more than forgiveness of sins. It is the undeserved opportunity to serve our heavenly Father and our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

2)
The Mediocre Christian 

These Christians fit in and serve gladly when and where they are needed. They may work in the nursery, serve as an usher or deacon, teach Sunday School, sing in the choir or help with visitation. They maintain a good testimony in the workplace and neighborhood. and they read the Bible and pray most days. Every church is happy to have such members and communities view them as good citizens.

3)
The Extra Mile Christian

I personally believe that God takes greatest delight in those who go the extra mile (Matthew 5:41). “Extra Mile Christians” use their creative talents and the free will that their Creator endowed them with to seek ways of serving God effectively. 

They view themselves as partners with God, seeking those who need Christ and finding opportunities and methods to share the good news of salvation with them. Or they see a young believer who doesn’t seem to be motivated and pray for ways to encourage him. 

Do we do all we can to make the message of salvation clear and understood, or do we just do our duty until it’s quitting time? Are we willing to go the extra mile to keep or restore unity in the church?  Do we serve the Lord willingly until we hear his Well done, thou good and faithful servant? Or do we just want to go to heaven when we die? Many who profess to be Christians are careful not to get their feet dirty.  They shake off the dust with every step they take. Forget the extra mile!

Serving God and Man is Often a Tightrope Walk

How can we as Christians keep our balance in this? In Mark 9, Jesus came down from the Mount of Transfiguation and saw a crowd gathered around his disciples, who were arguing with the scribes. He demanded to know what the issue was and a man in the crowd responded. 

Mark 9:17-18  And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit.  And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not. 
Miracles had become the norm, but suddenly everyone was talking about an exception! I am certain that the disciples had seriously attempted to cast out the evil spirit as they had done many times before. The scribes were elated at their failure and were "rubbing salt in the wound." The father whose hopes had been dashed was beginning to question God's power to heal his son. He called out to Jesus, "If you can do anything, have compassion and help us!" I will try to paraphrase the reply of Jesus:  "If I can?? -- If you believe!" The distraught father cried out, "Lord I believe, help thou mine unbelief!"  

The disciples, the father, the healed son, the crowd and even the scribes all had spiritual needs and Jesus ministered to them all. 

Often when I was striving to serve God, people, events or situations got in the way. I struggled to distinguish between Satan's distractions and God's leading. Looking back, I can only say that God looks on our hearts. If we are seeking to DO his will, we can recognize God's will (John 7:17). 

One dreary Saturday, Verna was at a ladies meeting while I prepared my sermon. The Sunday sermon was about Prayer. My sermon was nearly complete, but it needed illustrations. I asked the Lord to help me recall a recent experience that would help to illustrate my message. While I was praying, the doorbell rang.  My first thought was, "Why do these distractions always come when I am busy in the Lord's work?" 

A very tall young man said that his car had broken down and asked, "Is there a garage in town?" I replied that there was no garage at all, and those in the next towns were all closed on Saturdays. I looked down the street and saw his car parked in a dangerous curve. I suggested pushing the car into our driveway, and said that I would try to find help or call the touring club. With a silent prayer, I picked up a gospel tract from the table near our door and returned with him to the car.

As we approached the stranded vehicle, a middle aged man stepped out and I immediately recognized him, but I couldn't recall where I had met him before. He glanced my way and his mouth dropped open. The next moment we were embracing each other! A couple of years earlier, the Director of the German branch of International Christian Athletes, Reinald Begelmann and I had planned a summer camp for horseback riders. The camp was held in the Austrian Bible Institute facilities and led by an ICA worker. We had since moved and both of us had nearly forgotten the occasion. 

Reinhold and two Christian athletes were on their way home from an ICA conference in Gmunden, Austria. They had hardly begun their 8-hour journey home, when they smelled burnt oil. The oil indicator light of their Volkswagen came on, so they stopped the car and found motor-oil pouring onto the street. The driver, a lanky basketball player, approached the nearest house to get help. It happened to be ours.

After pushing the car into our driveway, we opened the hood to make a closer inspection. A rubber hose had fallen off, allowing oil to drain from the engine. It "just happened" that I had a hose of the proper size, hose clamps and a canister of oil in the garage. We enjoyed  a time of prayer and praise. Soon, three athletes were on their merry way and I had a fresh illustration for my sermon! Sometimes, serving God and man are synonymous! Remember "the greatest commandment?" Serving God with all our heart and soul and mind, and loving our neighbor as self.
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