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MY FINAL SERMON

by Ralph V. Harvey

Possible Hymns: 

“It Will be Worth it All” (It has been worth it all)
“He’ll Understand and Say Well Done”

“There is Joy in Serving Jesus”

My Sermon Text: Matthew 25:21

A. Just a servant

1. I was an imperfect servant 

a) The first 19 years of my life were mostly wasted

b) The rest of my life was invested half-heartedly

2. I was faithful in a few things

a) A few talents is all I could handle

b) And even those were sometimes poorly invested

B. Now,
1. I can serve him longer – for eternity!

2. I can serve him better – without faults!

3. I can serve him more – with all my heart!

4. I can do greater works – without the devil to interfere!

C. The LORD was my reward on earth

1. The joy of his fellowship

2. The joy of his presence

3. The joy of serving him

a) I didn’t serve for fame

b) I didn’t serve for recognition

c) I didn’t serve for money

d) I served because I love God - “There is Joy in Serving Jesus!”

4. It has been a privilege to know and serve Him.

D. “Enter into my joy!“

1. The eternal joy of his fellowship

2. The eternal joy of his presence

3. The eternal joy of serving my LORD

Conclusion:

· I didn’t become a Christian because I wanted to escape eternal punishment in hell or to get rewards in heaven. 

· I realized that I was evil and God is good. I confessed my evil deeds and asked for God’s mercy. 

· God not only forgave my trespasses, but he offered me a job! I was invited to work for him! And that brought joy!
· I didn’t accept his offer for personal gain but because it is an honor and privilege to serve him. 

God promised to take care of my needs, but he has done much more. He has filled my life to overflowing with blessings. He gave me a wonderful wife and three lovely children who also desire to serve God. He has given us seven grandchildren and already, the first great grandchild. And through our ministry we have gained many spiritual children.
God has carried me though many difficult times, but he also allowed me to have lots of fun! I have been privileged to make things with my hands from wood, metal, fiberglass and "sand" (=silicon = technology). I have enjoyed God’s creation to the fullest. I have crossed the seas with ships and sailed on lakes. I have hiked in the majestic Austrian Alps, driven across the continents of America and Europe, and I have flown over many lands. Two highlights were visiting biblical sites in Greece and Turkey. Even King Solomon couldn’t boast of all that!

God has lots of room yet. There are many ways and places to serve God and there is joy in serving Jesus! Will you join?
