Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch

God is always looking for people who are open to his will and he guides such people. You can steer a moving bike, but all steering is in vain if you are not moving.
An angel appeared to Philip with a special message: “Arise and go!” (show map)
He didn’t say why, and apparently, Philip didn’t ask. If we are not willing to take that first step in faith, God seldom shows the next step and rarely his entire plan. 

v.26 The angel tells Philip (not the apostles) to go. In church history as well as in the church today, those who are most effective servants of the Word are those who have a heart for people and their needs. Philip was one of those selected to serve the needs of others – he was a deacon. 

Why did he have to “go”? Why didn’t the angel simply pick him up and take him to his appointed mission field (The Spirit later took him to Azotus).

The area in question is called the Gaza Strip, a no-man’s land or puffer zone, a semi-desert.

The Ethiopian Eunuch

The visit of the Ethiopian was in answer to the prayer of Solomon at the dedication of the temple. I Kings 8:41-43: Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of thy people Israel, but cometh out of a far country for thy name's sake; (For they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy strong hand, and of thy stretched out arm;) when he shall come and pray toward this house; Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth to thee for: that all people of the earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy people Israel; and that they may know that this house, which I have builded, is called by thy name. 
A “Eunuch” is a castrated male. This custom was quite common in ancient times. Our Turkish tour guide told us how men became eunuchs during the times of the Sultans. They would eat certain herbs and drink potions that gave them a “high.” Then they worked themselves into a religious trance while dancing to ritualistic music. At a given signal, the men would take sharp knives and castrate themselves. Most died, but those who lived were held in high esteem and given power and wealth. They were entrusted with the care of the Sultan’s harem and finances. They were paid very well and enjoyed every conceivable luxury. Having no heirs, the eunuch’s possessions returned to the Sultan upon their death. 

Although the Roman Catholic Church gives other reasons for its celibacy ruling, the obvious reason is a financial one. Unmarried priests and nuns need less pay and although they can inherit from their parents, they die with no legal heirs. Because many priests have affairs with women and even nuns, they may be fathers, but their offspring are not entitled to an inheritance. Quite often, a priest will leave his possessions to the church before death for special privileges. In Hitler’s time, the Roman church owned about a third of Austria and much of this property was received through inheritances of priests, monks and nuns.
This particular eunuch served the Candice, a title for the queen of Ethiopia. He held a position of power over the entire treasury of the kingdom. He is returning from Jerusalem. He was not there on business, but to worship and apparently to seek spiritual help. We don’t even know his name.
His search was not very fruitful, however. A similar situation exists today. Our nation is filled with people from other lands, some of which are closed to the gospel. They all seek a better life, but many have become disillusioned and bitter. Many come to America to share in blessings. God REALLY DOES bless America! Has God drawn them to our shores in order for them to hear the gospel? Would it not be wonderful if some of these individuals found the answer to their quest in the person of Jesus Christ and returned to their own homelands to spread the gospel like the Ethiopian eunuch? We experienced this in wonderful ways in Austria! (S. African in Austria and Austrian in S. Africa; Arben Kosta. Unfortunately, not many Americans are attempting to reach the foreign born people groups with the gospel.
The eunuch purchased a copy of scripture, in those days hand-written scrolls were too expensive for a normal person to afford. Why Isaiah? Larger books were more expensive. Perhaps he had a choice and perhaps not. We only know that God was leading in this. No other book of the Old Testament could have been better suited for this occasion.

Between 1974 and 2000, we printed millions of pieces of Christian literature in our print shop. Tons of that literature was smuggled behind the Iron Curtain and we didn’t hear much about what happened to it after that. 
When the Pastor of our home church visited us in 2000, we took them to visit Jim and Roberta Hill, who worked with Trans World Radio in Bratislavia, Slovakia. There, we met an elderly man who smuggled much of that literature across borders to those who needed it most. He was head mechanic in a garage that serviced and repaired luxury cars belonging to the Communist bosses. He had special papers to show border guards, that allowed him to avoid customs. This man was from Bulgaria, but had a son who worked for TWR. When he gave his testimony, he said that when he gets to heaven, he will ask God to introduce him to the printer, smuggler and others who provided that literature. I asked if he could describe some of the literature and he pulled a tract from his satchel. I took one look and said, “I printed this, so you won’t have to wait for heaven!” We both reached out and hugged each other with tears in our eyes. 
On his way home, the eunuch begins to read the scroll, but he simply can not understand what the prophet Isaiah is describing. Can’t you just perceive his frustration? Did I take this trip for nothing? Can’t God speak a language that I can understand?  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed, and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard, and how shall they hear without a preacher? (Romans 10:14)
The spirit said to Philip...  Why didn’t the spirit speak to the eunuch himself? Why did he first speak to Philip and send him to Gaza? He had been chosen to serve (deacon) so the apostles could be free to preach and teach. Why did God allow the eunuch to get so far from Jerusalem before sending Philip? Could he not have sent Philip to him while he was still in Jerusalem? That would have been a much simpler solution! 
God ordained it that way. He wants to include all of us in his work. It is not a chore or duty, but rather a great privilege and joy. Angels rejoice when a soul is saved and so can we. When we go forth bearing precious seed, there will be weeping, but we will doubtless return rejoicing, bringing in the harvest. When Jesus sent out the seventy, he sent them out as lambs among wolves. But they returned rejoicing. Jesus even had to chide them a bit, “Just be glad your names are written in the book of life.”
When a man is lost, the last thing he does is stop and ask for help! Philip ran up alongside the chariot and asked if he understood. Lost people don’t generally ask for help. People who come to me for counseling often have an ulterior motive.

Philip understood the meaning of the words of the prophet. He knew the scriptures. The Eunuch admitted his inability to understand and his need for help. He even asked for help. His questions show that he was thinking. 
God doesn’t circumnavigate our brain. I am often disgusted at how little logic some Christians show when it comes to spiritual matters – even in missions! I shocked an Austrian Pastor a few years ago after certain decisions had been made in the Bible Institute Board Meeting. I said, “Sometimes I think that Christians are the stupidest of people!” Then I had to apologize. I should have said it like the Amish man, “Everyone is crazy but me and thee and sometimes I suspect thee a little.”
The eunuch had just read Isaiah 53:7-8 and was thinking very carefully. Philip began right where the eunuch was reading and “preached Jesus!” A neighbor in Austria was confused by her church’s teachings and traditions and asked, “What is the difference between our church and yours?” I said, “That picture on the wall has a frame around it. The frame is not the main thing, but should only enhance or draw attention to the painting.” This is the problem with many religions and sects. They focus on traditions – the frame - and miss the true picture.

Preaching the gospel includes the birth of Jesus, his teachings, his crucifixion, his death and his burial. It includes his resurrection and ascension into heaven. It also includes the Christian life and witnessing. How did Philip get all that from Isaiah? I challenge you to read it for yourself! Isaiah has more to say about the birth of Christ than all four gospels together!
The gospel includes the teaching of baptism. In Acts 2:41, 3000 converts from Pentecost were joyously baptized. The eunuch must have read or heard about baptism and asked, “What are we waiting for?” 
What kind of baptism was it? 1) First of all it was a testimony to his faith; 2) Secondly it was baptism by immersion (the word rendered “water” means “abundant water”. The text says that they went down into the water, which would not have been necessary if the rite had been one of sprinkling or pouring. 
We could call it scriptural “infant baptism” -- baptism of a new babe in Christ! We need to reach people where they are and not where we think they are or where they should be. 
Here is a difficult question. When was the eunuch saved? How? Where? That question concerns many Christians. They want to have the assurance of salvation – their own, of their children and of others. With many including me, the time and place was only important to God and myself. I don’t need a pastor or evangelist to give me assurance of salvation. When I meet someone who has that problem, I tell them that they had better get right with God immediately. I have been married over fifty years and never needed assurance of my marriage. When things come up between us, seeking to divide us, we don’t wave the marriage certificate in each other’s faces. We take the matter to the Lord and get it straightened out.
As we can see in this passage, the Spirit of God was with both the Eunuch and Philip when they parted company. 

God had plans for all. This was just the beginning for the eunuch. Some say that the Christian Church in Ethiopia (actually a much greater area than present day Ethiopia) dates back to early converts of the Eunuch. 
It was a continuation of ministry and blessing for Philip. Philip was caught up by the Spirit and found in Azitus. Why did the spirit of the Lord transport him to Azitus?  Why not back to Samaria? God led us to Austria, from there to Albania and Slovakia and back to America. Now we are being asked to help open Turkey as an Avant field. 
There are many unanswered questions in this passage just as there are in our own lives. The Eunuch “went his merry way” back home. He must have continued reading the scroll of Isaiah, in which case he would have come across this passage in chapter 56:2-4:
Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The LORD hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree. For thus saith the LORD unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant; Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. 

Deacon Philip

Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness. Psalm 143:10

When the Christian church was born at Pentecost, it was the only perfect church. It was pure, loving, caring, giving, sharing, growing and multicultural. Some might complain that it was too charismatic, but they didn’t do their homework. Certainly, a perfect church would include what we call “miracles” (they are not miracles to God!). 

There are people who claim to be able to speak in strange tongues and call this a miracle of God. They even claim that God first gave men this miraculous ability at Pentecost. There were actually three miracles of Pentecost, but none of them had anything to do with speaking in a strange language or tongue. 

The first miracle was when tongues of fire sat on the people’s heads that even “a mighty rushing wind” could not blow it out. The second miracle happened when the Apostles spoke. The Bible says that people were present from all over the world and spoke many languages, but when Peter and the disciples preached, the others HEARD and UNDERSTOOD in their own languages and dialects. It was a miracle of hearing and understanding that took place, not a miracle of speaking. The third miracle was when all these thousands of people were together, they were all of one accord. Where else have you heard of that happening? It is hard to find even two people who agree on most things, but even they can find things that they don't agree on.

That situation did not last, however. The change came at the latest in chapter 6 when dissention is reported. It was a problem called entitlement here in America. There are people in any country including America, who are poor and needy. Some think they are needier than others and when the food bank opens, or the government starts giving out free food and clothing, you will always find people fighting with each other for the biggest handout. Some think they are more deserving while others argue that their needs are greater or that they were first in line. Shortly after Pentecost, Gentile Christians were complaining that the Jewish Christians were getting preferential treatment in the handouts. That is quite possible, because the apostles were all Jews and many of the others were foreigners or of a different race. 

The apostles corrected the situation quickly and democratically. The Christians were asked to select 7 deacons. All of them had Greek names, so you could call it a landslide victory for the Greeks, but the Jewish Christians were in the majority and still had control. 

We know a lot about two of the seven new deacons, Stephen and Philip, but virtually nothing about the other five. Acts 6-7 reports on Stephen's ministry. 

These men were chosen to serve the needy so the apostles could devote their time to preaching, but before long, in Acts 7, we find Stephen preaching the gospel. Some argue that he should have left preaching to the Apostles, but I won't accuse anyone who shares the gospel with others of being disobedient because Jesus called us all to be witnesses. You can tell by Stephen's sermon that he really knew his Bible! Preaching God's Word cost him his life. Stephen was taken prisoner and brought before the Supreme Court of the Jews, called Sanhedrin and questioned. The Jewish leaders were offended when he accused them of crucifying the Messiah and they took him out and stoned him to death. Stephen became the first Christian martyr.

Acts 8 is Phillip’s chapter. After seeing what happened to Stephen, Philip too started preaching. There are people who claim that you don’t have to witness or preach. You can just live the Christian life. They quote Francis of Assisi, who supposedly said “Preach the Gospel at all times and when necessary use words.” There is no reliable evidence that St. Francis ever said that, but you will never convince his fans. He did say, “It is no use walking anywhere to preach unless our walk is our preaching.” Philip would have agreed with the latter statement.
Philip didn’t try converting Jews though. He went to Samaria, where no good Jew would venture. He became the first foreign missionary of the New Testament. Jesus had also visited Samaria on one occasion and witnessed to a woman with a bad reputation. She was converted and became the first home missionary to Samaria. The first foreign missionary, however, was a Greek Christian named Philip and Acts 8:8 indicates that a revival broke out in the city.

After that, Philip preached the gospel up and down the entire Mediterranean coast. 

Philip shared the gospel wherever he went. He didn’t need a crowd. So God chose Philip for a special mission. There was an Ethiopian Eunuch who needed an interpreter. The Eunuch had wealth, position and influence but he felt that something important was missing in his life. Many Christians think someone like him would not be interested in the gospel. He had it all! 

I can identify with the Ethiopian Eunuch. When I was 19 years old, I had a good-paying job working in the family construction business. I had several hot rod coupes and flashy custom convertibles that made other guys jealous, but in my heart I was miserable and unhappy. I was under conviction of sin but no one witnessed to me. I was seeking truth and not finding it. 

The Ethiopian Eunuch didn’t have a future, neither physically nor spiritually. And he was seeking God. He traveled all the way to Jerusalem to find answers, but found none. He spent a lot of money to purchase a scroll of the Prophet Isaiah, but he couldn't understand. He must have cried out to God for help and then departed for home greatly disappointed that his trip had not brought answers to his heart's longing to know God. 
Philip is last found living in Caesarea, an important seaport on the Mediterranean coast. He apparently had no sons, but his daughters all prophesied (that is a hot-button issue between many theologians, but I have studied god’s Word intensively and gained a few insights that give me great peace even though some believers would not agree. Like the Ethiopian eunuch, I cannot seem to get enough understanding of scripture, but I have assurance of my position with God.
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