Spares and Pairs Class, January 29, 2017

Jesus’ Word is Power

John 3:22 – 4:42
1) Jesus Word is from Heaven

a. Jesus’ word brings joy (3:22-30).

b. Jesus’ word brings life (3:31-36).

2) Jesus’ word is for humanity

a. Jesus shared his Messiahship (4:1-26).

· Jesus gives living water

· Jesus is the Messiah

b. Jesus shared is the mission (4:27-38).

c. Jesus shared is the message (4:39-42).

3) Jesus’ word is for the hopeless.

Words from Heaven (John 1:6)
1) How has the cell phone changed your life? (“feel empowered?”)

2) How do you feel when you realize that you forgot to take your cell phone?

In NT times there were no cell phones. Communication was slow and often questionable. Anything we don’t know today we can Google – we ask the i-phone, which is always connected to the web. Many people view their phone, i-pad, or PC as God. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. -John 1:6 

John was a direct “hot-line” from God! (v. 27)

Jesus’ word brings joy (3:22-30).

3) Why would John the Baptist rejoice to hear the bridegroom’s voice? The friend of the groom’s task was leading the bride to her groom. 

4) What might a bridegroom say about his bride at his wedding? (weird question!)
John likely wrote his gospel while living in Ephesus. Read Eph. 5:25-30.

5. What truths in this description of Christ bring you joy?

John the Baptist’s conclusion: vs. 30. “He must increase but I must decrease.”  How does this work for us in the praxis?

Jesus’ word brings life (3:31-36). In what ways does this happen?  Creation, salvation (ours and others)
6. Read 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:20-21. What is the clear teaching about the origin of all scripture?

7. How should the origin of scripture affect your use of it?

8. Would you put your authentication mark (meaning of word in 3:33) on the proposition that God is true? Explain (how is that done?)

Jesus’ word is for all humanity.  

John the Baptist was God’s messenger but Jesus was the message (John 1:1+14). 

Jesus gives living water.

9. What did the Jews communicate to the Samaritans by putting extreme effort into avoiding any contact with them?

10) What did the Jews essentially conclude about God’s interest in the Samaritans? (They circumvented Samaria and took a long route around.)

11) What was the living water Jesus was talking about? (John 4:13-14 –eternal life)

12) Would you use words like “satisfied” and “content” to describe the woman at the well? Explain. 

Jesus is the Messiah.

13) Jesus essentially said that the gospel is for everyone. What are some practical implications of that truth? (the gospel is for all but discipleship is only for believers!)
The woman was probably not a harlot, but just barren. Because she couldn’t have children, her husbands or men left her. That was like having no pension or insurance. It was a remarkable statement that she said to her townspeople (“men”), “Come see a man who told me all my past!” (John 4:28-29 and 39)

14) The Samaritan woman was not on the disciples’ radar as someone Jesus would care about and minister to. What individuals or people groups might not be on your radar?  It is a similar situation for us in our relationships with Muslims or Mexicans. What did Jesus communicate to the Samaritan woman? (his identity, his mission, his message,…)

15) What keeps believers from recognizing individuals and people groups as people they could potentially reach for Christ? Prejudice, cultural and social environments, “Hatfields & McCoys”… the recipients don’t often appreciate it.  (The Samaritan woman tried to change the subject 4:19-20).
17) Why should you see sowing the seed of the gospel as important as reaping the harvest? (“You can’t have one without the other”)
An officer of Herod Antipas came to Jesus for help.

18) What do you think meant more to the nobleman’s family, the boy’s healing or their salvation? Explain.

(The first two miracles that Jesus performed were in Cana.) The first showed Jesus’ power to perform miracles (people saw these as “signs and wonders” and the second miracle showed the power of Jesus’ words. In both cases, only a select few witnessed these.  

(Remaining questions are for personal introspection.)
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