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THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS or GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM?
John 5:1-9
Here we have the story of a lame man at the pool of Bethesda who was healed by Jesus.  Hehad been lame 38 years and could do nothing to help himself. He was the ultimate nobody. Furthermore, he had no one to help him.  
The godless say, "Religion is just a crutch that weaker people need." They are actually declaring, "We atheists are intelligent, healthy and strong people who don't need a crutch." The Bible says, The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God.

The Jewish rulers described in verse 10 are good examples of religious atheists. They made their own laws and declared them to be God's laws even though they had no personal relationship to the God they claimed to represent. They spotted a nobody disobeying one of their laws and proceeded to attack him for his lawlessness. 

We live in a self-centered society today. Many nobodies think that they are the center of the universe and the focus of everyone's attention. They are experts at self-promotion, taking lots of selfies and posting them on their Facebook pages. The world should know what they ate for breakfast and document that knowledge by "friending" or "liking" them. 
Some older nobodies who are not immersed in Facebook technology, publish themselves in other ways. I recently watched some Harley riders cruise down our street. In their sixties or seventies, they were trying desperately to look like members of a tough back street gang.  One in particular got my attention. A cigarette in his mouth, a long flowing beard, white ponytail, studded leather jacket and worn blue jeans let me know who he was -- a fake! Less obvious but just as fake are nobodies who buy new cars to impress neighbors and friends for a signature and $299 a month.  

The Scribes and Pharisees and other leaders of the Jews were much like that. Jesus said in Matthew 23, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. ... whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. (Matthew 23:2-7+12)

Think about this situation for a moment. A man who had been lame for 38 years is standing, walking and even carrying a bed! Any normal person would have been astounded and asked for an explanation. The Jewish rulers must have recognized the man and known that he had been lame and was now healed, but all they could think of was his flagrant disregard for their "holy" Sabbath laws. 

The Sabbath law was given and defined by God, but they had formulated entire catalogs of rules and regulations governing what was permitted and forbidden on the Sabbath. 

God's Sabbath law

God set a precedent immediately after creation by taking a day of rest himself. Creating the world and everything in it in just six days was quite a feat, but God did most of that work by speaking. God spoke and it was made. Only on the sixth day do we read of manual activity. God formed man out of the dust of the earth and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Then followed the most difficult part of all creation. God performed major transplant surgery complete with anesthesia! The result was a woman!  

On the seventh day God had ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made. - Genesis 2:2-3

We were created in God's own image, so if God rested on the seventh day, we too should rest. That should be a no-brainer.  But because man is by nature rebellious and legalistic, God gave us the Ten Commandments. 

Half of the commandments require less than 10 words to formulate, but the fourth, the commandment about keeping the Sabbath has 94 words! Basically, the Sabbath day was to be a day of rest and worship. It was not to be a work day or considered like any other day of the week, but God didn't make the rule cumbersome or complicated. 

Jewish Sabbath law

The Scribes and Pharisees increased that 4th commandment to many volumes of words over the centuries! When Jesus asked if it was lawful to do good on the Sabbath (Mark 3:4; Matthew 12:12-14; Luke 6:9-11), the rulers refused to answer. For them, man was to do absolutely nothing, yet they made many exceptions for themselves. 

We know a missionary who was a good worker and very dependable, but he was difficult to work with. He was an absolute stickler for accuracy and keeping rules.  If you ask most missionaries how many souls were saved through their ministries, they probably couldn't give a definite answer, but our friend kept accurate records. But he would always indicate a lower number to allow for possible error.  It was not just God's rules that he kept exactly, but also man's laws. If  he was driving his wife to the hospital to have a baby and her contractions were coming fast, he would not exceed the speed limit. He had every service on his car performed exactly when the service book required it. He never started his car until he had ascertained that all occupants had securely fastened their seatbelts. Once, he was in a minor accident and the police discovered that he didn't have his seatbelt fastened. He was devastated and wondered if his testimony might have been damaged beyond repair. 

I am certainly not contending that we shouldn't take God's commandments seriously, but neither should we make them impossible for most people to obey or even understand. Every time I load a new program onto my computer I am asked to check a little box stating that I have read and agree with all the conditions of usage.  Because I don't have lawyers and unlimited time available, I check the box like most others. Strictly speaking, I probably sinned in doing so, but I paid for the program and want to get my work done! I repair and sell small sailboats to supplement Social Security income. The government requires me to register them as well as th trailers as "motor vehicles" even though they never had nor ever will have a motor. So I am a legal liar.  It's okay to cross out "mileage," but if I cross out the word "motor", the title is voided. 

Over and over, God looked at the people he created and was not happy with them. He destroyed the world except for Noah and his family. He destroyed Sodom except for Lot and his daughters. Most of the occupants of Canaan were destroyed. In II Peter 3:7, we read that the present world will be destroyed by fire.  But none of these judgments were for disobeying the 4th commandment. Only God's chosen people were punished for not keeping the Sabbath law. The 70 years of Babylonian captivity was God's punishment for not keeping the Lord's Sabbath. (2 Chronicles 36:21:  To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.) 

Verse 14 is especially interesting. Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, vs. 19

I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. vs. 30

The Ten Commandments are listed in Exodus 20 (five times "do" and five times "don’t"). 
1) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
2) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

3) Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.  
4) Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. *
5) Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.  
6) Thou shalt not kill. 

7) Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

8) Thou shalt not steal. 

9) Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.  
10) Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

*297 words, one third of which pertain to the Sabbath rule. That should be enough!
1

