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Introduction, Matthew 4
The Temptations of Jesus (April 27 and May 4, 2016)
Introduction   April 27, 2016
Matthew 1-2 give details of the birth of Jesus. Matthew 3 is about John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus. Matthew 4 begins with an amazing statement. Jesus is led into the wildernis - by the Spirit - to be tempted of the devil. Verses 2 through 10 describe the temptations (also mentioned in Mark and Luke) and the Lord's responses. In verse 11, Satan departs in defeat. Jesus is victorious but humanly exhausted. 
I Corinthians 10:13 says, There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. If this is true for us, it was definitely true for Jesus. I believe that Jesus was tested by Satan to his human limitations. Satan could feasibly test us beyond our ability to resist, but God will not allow him to do that.  As long as Satan is testing us, we can rest assured that God will give us the grace, the power and the patience to withstand and overcome. Anyone who says, "The devil made me do it" is simply confessing his own spiritual weakness and trying to blame the devil for his own sin. Resisting temptation is not easy! Add to this, the fact that Jesus had fasted 40 days! The devil waited until his weakest moment to tempt him. 
The loving Father now sends angels to minister to Christ (v.11). There is something that many of us may overlook. Jesus was fully God, yet also human. As a human, he had physical needs and limitations just like we have. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name (Philippians 2:5-9). For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour (help or support) them that are tempted (Hebrews 2:18). Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.  (Hebrews 4:14-16).
If Jesus was not human, fasting 40 days would have been no big deal. If he was not human, Satan would not have been dumb enough to try tempting him. There are places in the Bible which describe meetings between Satan and God, but Satan never accuses God of wrong doing or tries to tempt him. God praised Job for his godly life and faith. Satan responded by arguing that Job had no reason not to love and serve God because God was blessing him. Paraphrased, he might have said, "A dog licks the hand of the one who feeds him." 

In Genesis 1:26, we read, And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. Who is meant by "us"? The Bible informs us in other places that Jesus and the Holy Spirit were very much involved in creation. In Matthew 1, we find the almighty God and Creator as a helpless little baby, totally dependent upon his mother and Joseph. The shepherds and the wise men came and worshipped him as a divine being, yet he had not yet learned how to talk, walk or even feed himself! 
The First Temptation (Matthew 4:1-4) was aimed at his weakened body. He had fasted 40 days and was very hungry. Satan tempted Jesus as a human and not as God. Consider the ploys he used. Satan didn't question the power of God or even who Jesus was, the Son of God. And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread (Matthew 4:3). Satan acknowledges the power of God to turn stones into bread. That little word "if" does not question whether Jesus is the Son of God. He knew that and so did Jesus. "If" references a condition in Greek. The condition is clear and Satan just argues that Jesus doesn't have to be hungry. He has the power to make bread from stone. He was tempting Jesus in his humanity, trying to get him to use his Godly power to satisfy his own fleshly desires. 
But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4). 
In James 1:12-14 we read, Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
The Second Temptation (Matthew 4:5-7) Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
The devil's first temptation was only verbal, but this time Satan "takes" Jesus and "sets" him on the pinnacle of the temple (150 ft. high, looking 700 feet down into the valley). This situation is similar to Philip's removal after meeting with the Ethiopian Eunuch, or Paul’s experience being transported into the 7th heaven in II Corinthians 12:2 or Ezekiel's experiences in chapters 37 and 40. No matter how it happened, we should know that Satan's temptations can take many forms. Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, which we will deal with later, that even lusting in the heart is adultery and hating someone is murder. 
Part II, The Temptations,  May 4, 2016

Review of Part I:
1. First we learned that Jesus was 100% God, but he became a human baby, dependent upon his parents and others. He learned to walk, talk and do things just as we do. And he was tempted just like we are, "yet without sin." 

2. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted of Satan. The first temptation was aimed at the flesh, his area of weakness. Jesus had fasted for 40 days and was hungry. Jesus responded with scripture. 
In the second temptation, Satan "took" Jesus to a place of temptation and "set him" on top of the temple. Satan is able to place us in circumstances where it is easier for him to seduce us. Satan is especially desirous of getting pastors, evangelists and missionaries to sin, and many  have fallen prey to the devil in religious settings, especially when they get to "the pinnacle." Mega churches, television evangelists, popular Bible conference speakers etc. are vulnerable. Satan is able to convince these people that they "worked their way to the top" and their special gifts, knowledge and experience have helped them to achieve positions of leadership and recognition. Power (influence) and financial success are secondary benefits of such positions. 
I don't claim that all popular preachers, evangelists or Bible teachers have been placed in their positions of influence by Satan, but these positions can easily become springboards to spiritual catastrophes. Those who find themselves in elevated positions must be extremely cautious.  Paul wrote to Timothy, Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (II Timothy 3:12). The Greek word for "persecution" is closely related to the word for "pursuit." When we are being pursued, we are being targeted. Saul of Tarsus pursued Christians even unto death. Satan's temptations can also be viewed as pursuit - targeting. 
Satan appeals to our pride (recognition, education, natural or spiritual gifts etc. ).  

He tempts us in the area of physical desires (gluttony, addictions, sexual desires etc.). A conference for ministers of a large protestant denomination was held in a hotel. The hotel manager was later overheard talking with one of his employees. The employee remarked that there was little difference in the number of paid porno videos that were shown in hotel rooms during the conference. 

The love of money is another area of temptation. How much is enough? 

The desire for power or control of an institution is also a vulnerable area where Satan tempts Christian leaders. 

Remember, it was the Holy Spirit that led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted of Satan, but it was Satan who set him on top of the temple. Being tempted is not sin, but entertaining those temptations and not guarding ourselves, resisting or avoiding temptation is sin. We are told to resist the devil by submitting ourselves to God (James 4:7), and that is exactly what Jesus did. We see in this temptation, that there are times when we can not avoid temptation. In these situations it is important that we are totally committed to God and quoting his Word to ourselves and others including the tempter (example: Joseph and Potipher’s wife). 
Jesus was standing on the threshold of his public ministry. Like Joseph in the Old Testament, he was probably not very well-liked among his own siblings. He was the firstborn son with at least 6 younger siblings who likely viewed him as a "goody-goody, a "tattle tale," or "Mommy's favorite." We dare not forget that he was confined to a human body. Although he was conscious of his godly origin and calling, he had to learn many things just like anyone else. 
As eternal God, Jesus may be honored and worshipped, but that is not why he came down to earth. Jesus came to serve, to help, to seek the lost and to die for sinners. Jesus responded to the second temptation as he did to the first, with scripture.
(Matthew 4:7) Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
The Third Temptation (Matthew 4:8-9) Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him,  Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. (Matthew 4:10)
This time, Satan presents his ultimate offer to Jesus.  From a distance, the glory of the world may sparkle and appear tantalizing, but a closer look shows utter depravity and corruption.  By rejecting this offer, Jesus is saying "yes" to the cross. By accepting his offer, Jesus would not have had to endure the cross, but neither would he inherit a pure people. He came to seek and to save that which was lost, not to gain the whole world and lose a single soul. Matthew 16:26 says,  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Christ's reaction to this and all temptations should also be our response to Satan's temptations. We should promptly respond with scripture -- in context and not distort it as Satan did. And our reaction should be prompt and definite. "Get thee hence!" Any hesitation increases the danger of succumbing and exchanging our inheritance and God's blessings for a bowl of porridge. 
Matthew 5:1-16 Our Reasonable Service

Jesus is not preaching here. He preached the gospel to everyone, but he only taught believers (disciples).  The Great commission has two basic parts. The first part is evangelism. “Preach the gospel to every creature!” (Acts 1:8).  The second part is what we call “church planting.” We are to make disciples in every nation, teaching them to observe all things that Jesus taught us (Matthew 28:20). 
Part I, Matthew 5:1-13,  June 15, 2016
And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him. And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

“The Beatitudes” and God’s promised blessings
 These opening verses of the Sermon on the Mount are often called "beatitudes," a Latin term used in the Vulgate.  It is debated as to exactly how many beatitudes there are. Some speak of seven, nine, or ten beatitudes. The Greek makarios (blessed) appears nine times, but verses 10-12 seem to be one beatitude, which would make eight. 

The Greek word translated “blessed” means "spiritual well-being and prosperity." This leads to a joyful and thankful spirit or attitude. Those who experience the first aspect of a beatitude (poor, mourn, meek, hungry for righteousness, merciful, pure, peacemakers, and persecuted) will also experience the promise included (kingdom of Heaven, comfort, inherit the earth, filled, mercy, see God, called sons of God, inherit the kingdom of Heaven). 


Notice that these promised blessings are for a spiritual condition rather than deeds. A proper spiritual attitude will certainly lead to deeds, but performing deeds does not make us spiritual. The Beatitudes describe the ideal disciple and his rewards, both present and future. 


We hear a lot about "blessing" these days, even in the secular world. When a NJ family named Smith recently won a Power Ball Lottery worth $429.6 million, they called it "divine intervention" and a "blessing."  People say that they are blessed with good health or good eyesight.  For some people, children are a curse, so they get abortions. Others view children as blessings. Even people who seldom see the inside of a church sing "God Bless America." 

There is confusion among Christians about the meaning of  "bless," "blessing" or "blessed," words that appear about 150 times in the New Testament. A young Austrian once remarked on the different manner in which Americans and the British speak of blessing. He said, "Americans ask God to bless them, but the English bless God." 

There are two distinct Greek words that King James translators rendered as "blessed" or "blessing" (makarios and eulogia). 

The Greek eulogia means to speak well of or give praise. It can also mean to serve or be an act of adoration. We are all probably familiar with a eulogy that is spoken at funerals. One seldom mentions the evil deeds of the deceased, even if he or she was notoriously wicked. 

About 90% of all Austrians are baptized as infants into the Roman Catholic Church. When they grow older and get a job, they are often surprised to discover that the government deducts money from their paycheck and gives it to the church. The amount is only a tenth of the person's income tax, but for some, even that is too much. Not a few opt to leave the church. There are few consequences, but the church refuses to provide a funeral for such people. Sometimes, relatives of the deceased pay back "tithes" to the Catholic Church to get the person "re-membered" with a "proper" burial. 

I was often asked to officiate at funerals of Austrians whom I didn't even know, but I viewed this as an ideal opportunity to present the gospel of Jesus Christ. There was no eulogizing of the deceased, but I always tried to show compassion for the grieving and present the gospel clearly.  

The word, eulogia, is used three times in Ephesians 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.

Paul blesses (praises) God, who sent his Son into our world, to bless (serve) us with spiritual blessings in heavenly places. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus uses the Greek makarios nine times in these verses. The word means fortunate or well-off. Some translations read, "Happy are you…"

Now to the blessings themselves. Each of the eight promises of blessing has a specific cause and names a promise which "blesses" us.  The three-letter word "for" leads to the promise that causes us to be blessed.

The first and the eighth blessing are slightly different and I will take these first. Like the other six blessings, these too show a present condition as identified by the word "are." the blessings 2-7 also show a present condition, but future fulfillment as indicated by the word "shall." (read them). The first and eighth blessings are in the present tense: "theirs is the kingdom of heaven".

Matthew 5:13-16
God's Salt and Light (introduction)
SALT and LIGHT

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16)

Introduction

God not only gave us the Bible, but he created us with the capacity to think rationally and logically. As much as possible, we should keep the gospel simple and practical. We accept God’s Word as truth, but logic and practical experience can help us understand it. Jesus always taught using parables and illustrations. These can in no way replace clear teachings, but the parables and illustrations are great tools that help us understand biblical truths. Logic is a gift of God and we do well to use logic as well. There are sins that the Bible doesn't mention, but our logic should tell us that they are wrong. Logic is similar to parables, in that they show similarity. The Bible doesn't tell us not to use cocaine but it does speak of intoxication. Logic draws the comparison.

Some use Luke 10:38-42, the story of Mary and Martha, to argue that Jesus elevated pious knowledge over humble service. Martha was busy preparing a delicious meal for Jesus and inwardly fuming that her sister wasn’t helping. After a while, she complained to Jesus, who unexpectedly rebuked Martha and praised Mary. If Mary had complained that her sister was too busy to listen to the Lord, Jesus might well have rebuked her and come to Martha’s defense. Martha was probably envious of her sister and would gladly have sat at Jesus’ feet to hear what he had to say.

Knowledge and service compliment each other and are not in competition, but we must learn to listen first. If the Lord buildeth not the house, they labor in vain that build it (Psalm 127:1-2). 

Jesus opened difficult passages of scripture by using simple illustrations, parables and logical argumentation.

And the common people “heard him gladly” (Matthew 12:37). "He taught as one having authority and not as the scribes and Pharisees." The Scribes and Pharisees were so intent on elevating themselves that they lost sight of logic. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come  (John 16:13).

God not only gave us the Bible, but he created us with the capacity to think rationally and logically. As much as possible, we should keep the gospel simple and practical. We accept God’s Word as truth, but logic and practical experience can help us understand it. Logic can in no way replace the scriptures, but it is the best tool for understanding them and it is often our only recourse when the Bible is silent or unclear on a matter ("cocaine"). 

I taught a course in our Bible Institute called, "Packaging the Gospel." The first rule was, "We should never deduct our doctrine from illustrations. Illustrations are for clarifying."

This text is a perfect example of how Jesus used simple everyday illustrations to clarify his teachings. Our text is part of the Sermon on the Mount, which is packed full of such illustrations. 

SALT  (This was a sermon preached June 22, 2016)
Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. (Matthew 5:13)

There are many kinds of spices, but salt is most important. Some of us feel that it is too valuable to spread on the roads to melt ice! Others may tend to avoid salt because it elevates their blood pressure, but we all need salt. The Bible gives us the best advice: "All things in moderation".

I. Salt is a Preservative 

A. It has a two-fold goal, to keep the good in and the bad out. 

1. Today we have freezers, preservatives and canning methods that were unknown to many of our ancestors. 

2. The standard vegetable in winter was sauerkraut and the winter fruit was apples. An "elderly" friend showed us how to preserve tomatoes so they would ripen slowly throughout the winter. 

3. When we arrived in Austria, a refrigerator was considered a luxury. People went shopping every day. Eggs were preserved in "milk-glass" and meat was heavily salted and pressed in a wooden tub. 

4. Early settlers in America also preserved meat by salting and smoking it. Salt is probably most valuable as a preservative. Marvin Creamer was a University Professor who loved to sail. After crossing the Atlantic three times with only the stars to guide him, Marvin set out on a voyage to circumnavigate the globe ​without using navigational instruments such as the sextant or compass and was successful! In fact, he was the only person in all history to accomplish that feat. At his 100th birthday celebration, I gave a little speech and said that he was living proof that salt is a great preservative.
B. Christians serve as preservatives in this world 

1. I Thessalonians 2:7:  But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children. Love, concern, wisdom, trustworthiness.
2. Christian influence in the world affects the unsaved as well. When our nation was founded, many Americans were Christians. It is understandable that our democratic government served us well. 

3. In recent years fewer citizens were believers. Fortunately, many who weren’t had been raised by Christian parents or strongly influenced by Christian ideals and still respected biblical teachings. 

4. Like Lot in Sodom, we can also lose our saltiness – our positive influence on the world around us. If sitting on the ice doesn't melt it and you begin to freeze, it's time to get off. Salt helps, but Lot apparently never really recognized the value of salt (God's truth). He had little godly influence on the Sodomites, but the Sodomites influenced him and his family.

C. In ancient history, salt was often more valuable than gold. 

The saying, "Are you worth your salt?" came from Roman times when soldiers were paid in salt. Salt was made by evaporating sea water and transported great distances over roads and through mountain passes where robbers were often lying in wait. 

Around 1200 BC (over 3000 years ago), salt was discovered in the Austrian Alps in the region called Hallstatt. Rulers were quick to recognize the treasure in their territory and reacted accordingly. Miners were sent in to mine the salt and ship it down river on boats and rafts to the nearest roads. The entire Hallstatt region was declared off limits for anyone but authorized miners and the nobility, who used the region as private hunting grounds. 
During the reformation, much of Austria became protestant, but the Catholic Church and the Habsburgers were determined to wipe them out. Many thousands of Anabaptists were slaughtered - at first by Catholics and Lutherans together, but later, Catholics turned on the Lutherans as well, driving most of them out of the country. That is why the northern regions of Germany are mostly protestant today. Most miners working in the salt mines had also became protestant but they were spared for four reasons: (1) because they were a valuable source of income for the kingdom; (2) salt mining was difficult and dangerous, so it was not easy to find and train miners; (3) the government was not too concerned about the miners spreading their hated teachings because they were confined to the Hallstatt region and had little contact with the outside world; (4) Most importantly, the protestant miners could be trusted. 

The situation changed dramatically when it was discovered that a large group of protestants had fled across the mountains in hopes of finding refuge with the salt miners. Soldiers guarding the region chased the group in the dead of winter until the refugees were trapped next to Hallstatt lake with no possibility of escape. A spy was sent ahead to assess the situation. He returned to the Captain and said, "The refugees are all huddled together to keep warm, singing their hymns and praying, but they are trapped. It was night, so the soldiers decided to camp for the night and slaughter any protestants who hadn't frozen to death the next morning. The sounds of their singing gradually grew weaker, finally stopping completely. The soldiers assumed that they had frozen to death. Early the next morning, The soldiers found no refugees, but the lake was frozen over and foot tracks showed that the refugees had crossed to the town of Hallstatt on the opposite side of the lake. They immediately set out to find them, but when they got to the middle of the lake, the ice gave way and the entire army drowned. The miners had spread salt on the ice!

II. Salt Purifies  

A. When sickness is going around, it is good to gargle with salt water regularly. 

B. If you soak vegetables like broccoli in salt water, the worms come crawling out. 

C. After slaves were flogged, they were often bathed in salt water. It added to the punishment but also speeded healing and killed bacteria so the slave could get back to work. Thus the saying, “Rubbing salt in the wound.”
D. When we live in fellowship with God and other believers, unbelievers take notice. 

1. Titus 2:12+14  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world …Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
2. Paul & Silas in jail (Acts 4:13)

3. After we moved to our home in Malaga, the neighbors gradually reduced their loud profanity. 

III.  Salt Enhances Flavor
A. How do Christians make the gospel attractive? 

1. A kind word, smile, compliment, encouragement or act. 

2. Most schools and hospitals were founded by Christians. 

3. Music. Did you know that Christianity is the only "religion" in which congregational singing is prevalent? Many people like the old spirituals, hymns and gospel songs (Camp Meetings) 
4. Many Austrians told us that the lives of believers and their fellowship impressed them and led to salvation.

B. There are also down sides to salt. 

1. "Too much of a good thing is not good" 

2. Corrosion

3. High blood pressure

4. Words can be powerful tools for both good and evil. 

IV. Salt Makes Thirsty
A. Farmers provide salt blocks so the animals will drink more, and thus give more milk. 

B. Hunters put out salt licks for deer and then hide near water to shoot them when they come to drink
C. If we have godly "salt," people will want what we have. 

1. There is a big difference between attracting Christians in a godly sense and today's "seeker evangelism" methodology. You don't win lost sinners by showing off or entertaining them. If a man thirsts, you don't drink water in front of him. 

2. The best way to evangelize is to testify or witness. "I was a sinner" now saved by grace"

3. John 4:5-14 (woman at the well)  Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?
Does your life show the four characteristics of salt? 

Do you keep out the bad and preserve the good?

Do you have a positive, purifying effect on those around you?

Does your life make others thankful that you know Jesus?

Does your life make others thirsty to hear the gospel?

LIGHT
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16)

Have you ever wondered why the forces of destruction and evil seem stronger than the forces of good in this world? 

1. You don’t have to teach a child to misbehave. That comes quite naturally. You must teach a child to obey, play nice, not to lie or steal. 

2. It took a lot of work to build this church, but I only need a single match to destroy it in a couple of hours.

3. Sickness and disease is contagious; not health. Wouldn’t it be great if all you needed to do when you are sick is to get close to someone who is healthy? 

4. If you want to harvest anything to eat from your garden, you need to constantly fight insects, squirrels, rabbits and you had better pull out the weeds.

5. Death is stronger than life - all living organisms must die. Some animals, such as turtles, can live hundreds of years. We saw an olive tree in Greece that was over 2000 years old and the majestic sequoia or redwood of California can live thousands of years. But all living organisms die if they are not destroyed. In 1964, a group of students cut down the world's oldest known living organism – a bristlecone pine that was growing on Wheeler Peak, Nevada. It was 4,950 years old! Scientists said that even if the tree had been left to grow, it would have died in a few hundred years at the latest. Evil is stronger than good because of the curse of sin.

Light is the only thing we know of that was not affected by the curse of sin 

A. Example: 

1. When the power goes out, most people light candles. [Light a candle] 

2. Not much light is emitted from this small candle, hardly enough to read by. 

3. If we turn off the lights, would the darkness overcome and extinguish this little light? 

4. How about outside at night? 

5. Or supposing we place it in a totally dark place where no light can enter? 

6. No, the smallest and weakest light can dispel the greatest darkness!  On a clear night, you could can see this candle 25 miles away!
A. When God created the world, everything was good. There was no evil. "God saw that it was good"
1. But then he created man and said, "It is not good… that man should be alone!"

2. Man was made different from all other living organisms. Man was created in God’s image. 

3. Not his appearance, or his omnipotence, or his omnipresence, or his omniscience. 

4. He was given a free will to be creative and make choices. We are images of the Creator.
B. Adam and Eve chose to disobey God 
1. As a consequence, all the world was cursed -- except for light! 
2. Light is not of this world and therefore not under the curse!

3. Light is stronger than darkness. The light of this tiny flickering candle is mightier than the greatest darkness. 
4. God tells us in his Word that HE is the Light of the World. We should come to his light, walk in the light and reflect his light. Then WE are the light of the world. 
C. God could have made people like puppets or marionettes that do whatever he wants them to do. 
1. God could have made people like plants that have no brains and simply respond to influences
2. Or he could have created us like the animals that do nearly everything according to instinct. 
3. But God created us in his own image, with a free will to choose. We are intelligent, creative, gifted and have great potential. 
D. But that potential, those gifts, our creativity and intelligence can be used positively or negatively; constructive or destructive, good or evil.  
1. The choice is ours because God wanted it that way.
2. You can buy a doll that eats, talks and wets its diapers on command. If you want peace and quiet, you just put it in a closet for a while. But who among us would trade one of our own children for a doll? 
Light Attracts

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Matthew 5:16

A. People recognize that Christians are different. They take notice when we are kind, helpful and honest. 
B. Light also attracts bugs. Christians have many critics and enemies because we reject evil and insist on telling the truth. 
1. Many Christians have been tortured and killed because of their testimony. "You want to shine? I will make you a torch in my coliseum!" (Nero). "You can burn at the stake!" 
2. John 5:33-36 Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 
Light Repels (Dispels or displaces) Darkness 

John 3:19 Men love darkness rather than light. Bars and night clubs have dim lighting and use colorful neon lights to make the darkness more attractive. 
Back in Genesis 1:3 we read that God said, "Let there be light" and there was light. Genesis one recounts the creation of this world. God is light and he always was light, but he spoke the WORD: Let there be light and there was light in this dark world! 

In john, chapter 1, there is a purposeful similarity in the wording. The chapter starts, 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name. (John 1:1-12)

Verse 1 says, two things about the Word. What are they? "The Word was with God and the Word was God." In John 8:12, Jesus is the Light of the world, but in Matthew 5:13-16, we are said to be the light of the world.  In John 1:3 we read, that John was NOT that light, but came to bear witness of that light.
1. Did you know that you cannot see light unless you look at the source or its reflection? If you see anything in between, it is probably dust particles in the air. 

2. If there is something shiny on the wall, you may see a little reflection where the light hits the surface, but if you cover that area with black velvet, the light is gone. 
3. We reflect the light of God in a dark world; we are images of the Creator. Turn the light on and the rats scatter. 
4. We need to be exposed to the light of God!  Reading God's Word and praying gives us light even in an evil environment. 
5. Moses glowed after meeting with God on Sinai. 
6. The reformation was sparked by the prayers of persecuted Christians who felt their situation was hopeless. Called heretics, Waldensians and Anabaptists, they were being burned at the stake and drowned. An estimated 40,000 were killed alone in Upper Austria where we worked. 

7. God sent the greatest miracle answer to prayer since the time of Christ. In 1384, Wycliffe translated the Bible; in 1452, the first Latin Bibles were printed; Marin Luther was born in 1483; 1492 Columbus discovered the new world.

Conclusion

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16)

The key aspect of salt and light is making a difference on surroundings. We call that "Influence". We all have influence in everything we do and don't do. The question is, "What kind of influence?" In the Bible we read of Adam and Eve’s twin boys, Cain and Abel. Hebrews 11:4 says:
By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. Hebrews 11:4

Soon after we arrived in Austria in 1964, we met a prominent Christian businessman from Bad Ischl named Zachhuber. About two years later, our second son, Richard, was born and shortly afterward, the Zachhubers gave birth to twin boys, Michael and Andreas.  By the time the Zachhuber boys were in their mid teens, they had become well-known in Bad Ischl for their musical gifts. They formed a youth choir and sang in evangelistic campaigns incl. one that we held in 1981.  A year later, in 1982, Michael was skiing in the Alps with his brother and father. Somehow he lost his balance and hit a tree and was killed instantly. The funeral sparked a revival among the youth of Bad Ischl and many were saved. Yesterday, we received news that Andreas also died. He was only 51, but God is still speaking through the twin’s testimonies. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
August 31, 2016
God's Absolute Standards   
“You have heard… (from religious teachers) …but I say to you…”
Matthew 5:17-20
On March 30, 2016, before beginning the series from the Sermon on the Mount, I did a Bible study on Matthew 11:12-13: And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 
Also Luke 16:16: The law and the prophets were unto John; since that time the kingdom of God is preached and every man presseth into it.
Jesus did not say that the law and the prophets were no longer important or valid for us.  On March 30,  I showed that Jesus had ushered in a new era which he called "the kingdom of God." We call it the age of grace, or the New Testament church age. The Sermon on the Mount delves deeper into this mystery period which was in God's plan from the beginning, but it was kept a mystery. Most people think that living under Old Testament law was much more difficult than living in New Testament times under grace. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus repeatedly shows that the opposite is true! I think you will agree after studying Matthew 5.
Matthew 5:17-20

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
I repeat what I said in the March 30th lesson:  The law and the prophets comprised the foundation of Jewish religious belief for thousands of years. The "law," also called "Penteteuch" or "Torah," is composed of the first five books of the Bible (five books of Moses). Under "Prophets" is understood the collection of prophetical books of the Old Testament. The term "law and prophets" used together, generally references the Hebrew scriptures, known to Christians as "The Old Testament".
The Scribes and Pharisees were known to be the strictest leaders of Judaism and the people were subjected to keeping the law as they prescribed it. Jesus said in Matthew 23:4, For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 
Five times in Matthew 5, Jesus pits his own teachings against those of the Scribes and Pharisees and his own version is always stricter. You have heard… but I say…
Matthew 5:21-22: Jesus said, Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
Jesus is much stricter in his teaching than the Scribes and Pharisees! The Scribes and Pharisees simply pronounce judgment on sinners with no chance of escape, yet at the same time they overlook the sinful heart which leads people to sin. Jesus seeks repentance in order to forgive sinners, but the Scribes and Pharisees sought to expose the dirt in others to make themselves appear clean. Their hearts remained filthy rotten! That is my assessment, but not as harsh as the description of Jesus in Matthew 23:27. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Paul wrote in Romans 2:29, For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

You won’t find the next admonishment of Jesus anywhere in "the law and the prophets" (O.T.).

Matthew 5:23-26:  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee. Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 
Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. 
Our Lord is speaking to the hearts of his hearers, where evil is born and nourished and where lives can be changed. 
We live on a quiet dead-end street in a good neighborhood. Soon after moving here, people stopped to ask us if we knew of a home for sale on our street. But we call it our mission field! I could tell you horror stories about nearly everyone who lives on our street. There have been drug busts, a couple of suicides. Vicious fights with police intervention and, and, and…  Last night around 8:00 I thought that I heard thunder. Verna said it sounded more like fireworks. When I took our dog out at 8:30, five police cruisers were parked in our street with their lights on!  Man looks on the outward appearance, but God knows what is in the heart.  

Matthew 5:27-28:  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. 

Is that hitting too close to home? How many of you watch Dancing with the Stars or movies that are full of sex scenes? Have you ever noticed that when a married couple breaks up, even those closest to the pair are taken by surprise? I once found a set of keys and a man's wallet on the back beach of Malaga Lake. There was an address inside, so I took it to the home of the owner. It was a nice house in a nice area, but the owner harbored dirty secrets in his heart.  

Jesus tells his listeners that having a sinful heart is worse than being seriously handicapped!

Matthew 5:29-30: And if thy right eye offend thee (lead you to do evil), pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 
Matthew 5:31-32:  It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement. But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. 
In John 8, a group of religious bigots (at least four Scribes and Pharisees) brought a woman caught in the very act of adultery to Jesus? They asked Jesus if she should be stoned. If she was taken “in the very act”, as they claimed, the man should also be stoned according to Mosaic law. Why didn’t they bring the man as well? Jesus wrote something in the dirt that was probably cleaner than these religious leaders' dirty hearts. 
Matthew 5:33-37:  Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths. But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne. Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 

Don't you yearn for political candidates whose word can be trusted?

Matthew 5:38-42:  Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 

Matthew 5:43-47:  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so?

I encourage each of us (myself included) to study these words of Jesus carefully. And I close with the words of Jesus in verse 48:

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Matthew 6:1-4
Earthly Minded Servants
Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. 

Our study tonight is one that causes much friction and controversy among believers. It involves money! Money is perhaps the most sensitive subject on earth, yet it is in essence nothing.  When you purchase an item, you ask, "How much?" The seller says, $10 and you give him a ten-dollar bill. He is happy and you are happy, but why?  What else can you do with that scrap of paper? 

Yesterday a woman called and asked about a sailboat that I am selling. I have a description of the boat with pictures on my website. I even describe how I came to own the boat and what I paid for it. Someone inherited the boat with a trailer and small trolling motor and wanted to sell it fast. They put it on Craigslist and said "Whoever bids highest by next Tuesday gets it." We were not going to be home the following Tuesday, but I knew what the boat was worth and decided that I could make some money on it if it sold cheap. I asked my brother if he would pick it up provided the seller agreed to my offer of $400. I got it and am asking $1950 for the boat. 

If you stop to consider, you will agree that money is really not worth what you think, but also what others think. And both of you could be wrong!  

Alms Giving

Alms is generally thought of as giving money to a charitable cause. But it is much more than that. It includes helping, teaching, enabling and encouraging others.  We are fortunate to have a snow blower, so when it snows, we clear out the neighbors' driveways too.  Most of us try to be helpful and generous with our time and means, but there are dangers involved. Jesus warned his listeners of the pitfalls in such alms-giving.  Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them..
Our motive is of supreme importance. For some it is pay-back. Someone has been nice to you so you are nice to them (read Luke 14:1-12). A good friend of mine is now laid up and can't get around like he used to. He can still talk, however, and he called me and filled my ear with his lamentations. "I have done so much for others, but when I have needs, no one seems to care." 

Then there are those who expect a heavenly reward for earthly endeavors. A well-known and respected pastor was hospitalized with a serious illness. A nurse who took care of him went out of her way to serve him and make him as comfortable as possible. One day, the pastor commended her and asked why she did that. She replied, "God will give me a crown someday." The pastor looked disappointed and replied, "Oh, I was hoping that you just do that because you care for people." 

Then there are those who seek earthly honor or recognition (verse 2). The "trumpet" is in reference to a large funnel-shaped metal top that is mounted on a donation box. The Pharisees were known for making lots of noise when they tossed their coins into the offering box in the synagogue or temple. The poor widow, tossed her last two mites into the offering (Mark 12:42) and people could tell by the sound that it was not much. It would be like a Salvation Army Santa ringing his bell in accordance to the size donation. 

Catholic and Lutheran churches in Austria and some older churches here in America have brass plaques on the pews and stained glass windows that show names of the people who donated those items. I have seen this in hymnbooks too. That chorus we used to sing as kids, "Everybody ought to know" refers to Jesus, not the persons who gave money or items to the church.

Verse 3 gives painful advice. Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth. I was once driving stakes with a heavy 5-pound hammer when I obeyed that command and smashed my left forefinger at the knuckle! Of course that command has to do with giving alms! Verse 4 expounds on this rule. We are to do right because it is right. We are not to do it to impress others with our talents or generosity. We should do it for God according to the greatest commandment. We should have no selfish or ulterior motives, but because we love God with all our heart and strength and want to do his will. 

Finally, it is God who rewards the faithful. We raise puppies for The Seeing Eye. We are not to use treats or rewards to teach the puppies. They must learn to do what they are trained to do to please their master and not for rewards. It is important, however, that we let the dog know when it performs well. Praise and thanksgiving are very important in the Christian life as well.
(September 21, 2016)

Prayer and Fasting
Matthew 6:5-18

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. (v. 6-8)
Verses 6-8 have mostly to do with our attitude in prayer  (See my article about this “prayer-top-down-and-bottom-up).  Jesus begins with a negative: "Don't pray like the hypocrites!" I have heard Christians quote these verses to explain why they don't ask God to bless the meal when they eat in a restaurant. Some don't have personal devotions at home because they have an unsaved spouse or parents who might be offended. 

I fear these people have completely missed the point that Jesus was making. He was basically saying, "Don't be a hypocrite!" Jesus is not telling his followers WHAT to pray or HOW to pray. That comes later in verses 9-13.  Although he mentions places where people pray such as synagogues, street corners and closets, these admonishments are subject to the first command, not to be a hypocrite.  "they love to pray… that they may be seen of men… They have their reward." Jewish society was much different in those times. It used to be like that in America. Men of the cloth were highly respected. Today, most people want to appear evil. Look around at the way they dress, their tatoos and listen to their language. Many of Trumps enthusiastic followers like him because he ISN'T religious. Hillary Clinton was anything but religious, but her attitude forwards religion and Christians disgusted many of her potential fans while Trump at least showed some respect for them. 

When our children were small, we prayed with them before they went to bed, kneeling at their bedside. Ralph Jr. was once praying with his head buried in his pillow. I told him, "Don't pray with your head in the pillow because we can't understand you." He looked up with surprise and said, "I wasn't talking to you!"

When we accepted our first church planting task in Austria, a girl named Heidi, from Vienna, came to help us for the summer. After breakfast each day, the three of us gathered in the living room for devotions and prayer. One day, there was a knock on the door while I was praying, so Verna went to check. Before I finished praying, the telephone rang and Heidi went to answer it. I was suddenly all alone in the room and stopped praying. It dawned on me that much of what I had been praying was not meant so much for God as it was for those in the room. In those moments I learned a lot about my own prayer life and determined to make the proper adjustments. In reality, I was not praying to God! 

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. (v. 9-13)
This is called "the Lord's Prayer" but the Lord is not praying. He is teaching us to pray.  I am certain that most of you have at some point in time heard a sermon on the seven aspects of prayer that Jesus shared with his disciples. Perhaps you have heard an entire series based on them, so I will just name them here.

1) We are speaking to an Almighty God and Creator of all things, but also to our Father after whom we receive our name. His name is holy, therefore we should be holy.

2) God's perfect kingdom is future and we yearn for it, but until that time comes, we will seek and do His heavenly will here on earth.

3) We ask God to provide for us each day. A few verses later, Jesus warns about laying up treasures here on earth. That will be the theme for next time.

4) We ask God to forgive us for our trespasses as we repent and confess them. (Jesus adds an appendix here which I will deal with later.)

5) Help us to avoid temptation by leading us on the path that you have chosen for us.

6) Deliver us from the evil that befalls us in the line of duty. Help us to be "overcomers" and victors rather than defeated victims of Satan.

7) We praise God and recognize his absolute lordship and eternal kingdom.

I mentioned that I would have more to say about that fourth point. "forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors" Verse 14-15 repeats and reinforces this command. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
In 1996, Austria celebrated its 1000th birthday and we decided to conduct six weeks of evangelistic meetings for this occasion. A choir from Briarcrest Bible College came to provide music and testimonies. I did chalk talks, showed a multimedia and preached.  There was a year of preparation and much follow-up. We rented an empty house in our neighborhood for the guys and put the girls up in our home. We invited everyone in Muehlberg to a garden party in our yard with grilled hamburgers, hotdogs and other goodies. Our team sang and played several of their musical numbers and I gave a short message using these verses from the Sermon on the Mount. Because nearly all were Roman Catholic and frequently prayed the Lord's Prayer, I reminded them of what they are praying. I said, If you have an unresolved difference with one of your neighbors, you are actually asking God NOT to forgive your trespasses! Afterward, two neighbors who had not been getting along, approached me and said, that they were now on speaking terms again.

Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

(v. 16-18)

Like verses 6-8, these also refer to our attitude in fasting. Most people understand fasting as not eating. Today, many of us would do well to fast! In our next Bible Study we deal with the final verses in chapter 6. There Jesus says that it is impossible for us to add a cubit to our stature. Most of us would like to get rid of a few cubits!

Without diminishing the value of not eating during a fast, we need to recognize that there is a deeper purpose. Fasting can include those things that rob us of time, energy, health, mental processes and finances. The purpose of fasting is to become more alert, receptive and usable for God's working and leading in our lives.  

Matthew 6:19-34
Heavenly Minded Servants

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (v. 19-21)
This is perhaps the most pertinent verse of scripture for America today. I seriously doubt if there is a nation on earth today - or for that matter in history - that has more collectors of earthly "treasures." 

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! (v. 22-23)

These two verses at first seem out of place. Verses 19-21 have to do with material things which we tend to  treasure or collect. Then in verses 24-34, this theme is taken up again. I believe that the Lord intentionally inserted this statement, because without recognition of this important truth, we would be incapable of distinguishing between that which is needful and that which is burdensome. 

First, let's look at what Jesus is saying. Few Christians who read these verses really understand them as they are translated. The word "eye" has a singular article. We would say, "eyesight". If it meant our two eyes, the article would be in the plural form. The Greek word translated "single" is "haplous" and it only appears here and in the parallel passage of Luke's gospel. The Greek meaning is "properly put together," "whole" or "complete". The Greek word translated "evil" is "po-nay-ros" which means "errant," "defective" or "unreliable." The word is used about 10-12 times in the Sermon on the Mount. 

Allow me to attempt a paraphrase: "If you have good eyesight and all the intricate parts of the eyes are functioning as they should, your body will have full illumination. If, however, your eyesight is defective, your entire body is in darkness."  

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. (v. 24)
“Hate” and “love” means to ignore or devote oneself to someone or something. These are absolutes.  "Hold to" and "despise"= shows preference for or denotes importance places on a thing or action. In either situation, a person is continually tossed to and fro (James 1:8  "A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways."
Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? (v. 25-27)

Verses 16-18 had to do with fasting - for most people, that means subtracting cubits from their stature! Fasting is not limited to food intake however! Most of us would do well to fast in spending, or in their TV diet. 
And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 
These verses do not have much meaning to us today. When we need anything at all and don't have the cash, we simply use a card. Every one of us is wealthier than Solomon in all his glory. 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

(v. 24-34)

I have paraphrased this verse before but it doesn't hurt to repeat it. "Give precedence to God's will and what he says is right and he will supply all that you really need. Stop worrying about tomorrow and collecting stuff that your kids will have to get rid of;  you have enough for now!
Matthew 7:6-12
Giving and Receiving, Checks and Balances
Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 
Verse 6 tells us something that we all should know. If you raise dogs or live on a farm, you would certainly understand this verse. 

On one of our furloughs, we were invited to a home for dinner. The hostess prepared a good meal that we enjoyed, but when she cleared the dishes off the table, she placed them on the floor for the dog to lick clean! She said the dog loved it and it was easier to wash dishes. We hoped that they would never invite us again.
We have special dog bowls for water and food. We clean them regularly but would never eat out of them ourselves. Rule #1 in raising Seeing Eye Dogs is, "NO PEOPLE FOOD!" We have to be careful not to drop crumbs on the floor. They learn quickly that everything on the floor belongs to them but whatever is on a table or counter top is "holy"! Any puppy raiser who fails to teach the dog what is holy, flunks just like the dog flunks. That person won't get another puppy to raise! When we were raising Pippi, we left her with a puppy raiser in Ocean City for two weeks while we attended a conference and visited family in California. The woman who raised puppies worked days and either her father or brother-in-law cared for the dog. One of the latter must have fed Pippi Reeses Pieces, because to this day, whenever she smells peanut butter or chocolate she starts begging. That is not the reason she flunked, but it could have been.

What Jesus is saying is that we shouldn't waste time trying to teach those who show no respect for the truth. This is a fundamental principle of our Lord and the Apostles. If a person is searching for truth or at least receptive to it, you can go out of your way to reach and teach that person. Think of Phillip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. We should witness and share the gospel with everyone, but not waste our time trying to teach or disciple those who show contempt and disrespect for the truth of God's Word.
Godless people can do almost anything they want and escape criticism as long as it doesn't interfere with what other godless people want. Christians, however, can expect to be criticized or attacked by the ungodly no matter how hard they try to be helpful, loving and kind. But no matter what a witnessing Christian does, he can expect opposition and criticism. Even that which is obviously good will be despised and motives will be questioned or distorted. 

It doesn't usually help to argue or try to defend ourselves. I have found that the best way to respond if there is even a tiny bit of truth in an accusation, is to quickly recognize and admit the wrong and offer to correct it if possible. If the accusation is destitute of truth, the best way to react is to politely excuse yourself and leave. If the other has any trace of a conscience, he may change his tone and perhaps even apologize.

Pearls in the Bible often represent wisdom or truth. In Matthew 13, a merchant who deals with pearls gladly exchanges them for pearls of greater quality. Many expositors see this as a reference to learning and discovering truth. 

Even in the secular world, a true scientist seeks to discover facts or truth. He is constantly testing evidence in order to establish truth.  Those facts which he has accumulated serve as measurements for other truths. If experimentation or experience shows that one truth is more reliable than another, the scientist will place it higher in his credibility scale. It is similar in the field of education. 

In recent years, there has been a multiplication of false scientists and educators who claim the title but subject their science or knowledge to a political or social agenda. They become the "swine" who show no respect for truth (facts) when these get in the way of what they want to believe. 

Solomon, who was famous for his wisdom, had much to say about its value and compared it to pearls. Job told his accusers, 

But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of understanding? Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living. The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with me. It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire. The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold. (Job 28:12-19)

That brings us to the next verses.
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? (v. 7-11)
Many who read these words think of material things, but I am convinced that Jesus has stayed on the same subject and is speaking of truth or godly wisdom.

Jesus knew what he was talking about. People who want to know the truth in order to obey it (John 7:17) will always recognize it. Those who just want to satisfy their own lusts and desires, or who seek recognition are not truth seekers. Oh they can accept truth as long as it doesn't interfere with what they want. If it is helpful in achieving their selfish purposes, they will love and defend that truth! Politicians generally just want to get elected, so whatever helps them get votes is acceptable and desirable. Once they are elected, however, the platform that got them into office is no longer of supreme importance.  When goals change, so do interpretations of truth.  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. (v. 12)

God’s Gate
Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. (Matthew 7:13-14)
In our passage for today, Jesus describes two different gates. His description of the two gates runs counter-cultural to our politically-correct, totally tolerant society. If this Scripture doesn’t make sinners uncomfortable, nothing will. Someone has paraphrased this text poetically, "The gate you take determines your fate, so keep it straight before it’s too late!" 

God makes the rules!

For many years the Scribes and Pharisees had been making the rules. The rules multiplied from ten simple commandments to ten thousand. They were burdensome and hard for the people to bear, but the Jewish leaders didn't feel that the rules applied to them (Matthew 23:4). Forgiveness of sin was expensive for the people, but profitable for the Jewish leaders.  God's house was to be a house of prayer, but the Jewish leaders had made it a den of thieves (Matthew 21:13). 

Then came Jesus. He said, Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 
Jews who were listening to Jesus thought they were going to heaven because they were “God’s chosen people.” Jesus was now telling them that they needed to make a choice and it wouldn't be easy or popular. 

"Enter in through the narrow gate!" is an imperative. There’s a decision and an action that we must take. Verses 13-14 show a sense of urgency. The Greek word translated "straight" is stenos. The word means "strenuous" and reminds of an obstacle course. You have to search carefully to find and recognize the gate that leads to life. You don't follow the crowd or take the easy road to this gate. 

When Jesus makes the rules, they apply to everyone. Anyone can enter the straight gate. It is expensive, but both the way and admission were paid in full by Christ. For anyone who is searching for the gate to life, Jesus gives a hint. The path that leads to the straight gate is narrow and not heavily traveled, and the way that leads to destruction is broad and the gate is wide.

In the first Christian century, Christians were called "people of the way." They said it scornfully because it was not popular. It was narrow and difficult. Many of the early Christians died the martyr's death and most suffered some kind of persecution. 

Has anyone ever told you that your religion or your church is too narrow? Many Christians don't like it when they are called "narrow." There are churches that actually boast that they are broad and all inclusive! (Morristown Episcopal). 

Jesus didn't ask man how wide he thought the way should be. He said that he would build HIS church and the way to it is narrow for a good reason. In our church business meeting tonight, we are discussing the first steps in constructing a new edifice. If we are building to impress, or entice people to join, or escape criticism, we had better wait and pray some more.  Wicked King Herod the Great built a grand temple to impress the people. Even the disciples were impressed. Jesus said that it would soon be totally destroyed. We need to accept what Jesus said about the way being difficult (straight) and the gate narrow. 

Jesus is the way, the gate and the prize!

In John 14:6, we read: I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. Jesus is the only way, the only truth, and the only life. There is no other way to eternal life. Putting it in other words, Jesus is the narrow way; Jesus is the straight gate, and Jesus is the prize - life eternal!

The choice is ours!

God gives people a choice. He created man in his own image and that means we can choose to do things God's way or we can choose man's way.  There are other ways and other gates, but they have another destination. 
Jesus is inclusive in his invitation; "whosoever will,"  but the choice is exclusive for those who reject that his great salvation.  The "pluralistic" society (that is another word for double minded or hypocritical) dislikes exclusive truth claims. 

Discipleship is difficult and demanding. That’s exactly what we were challenged with in Matthew 6:24: “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.”

False Prophets
Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

(Matthew 7:15-23)

Genuine or Counterfeit?

If Jesus had just said, "Beware of false prophets," we could ask, "How can we know if they are false prophets?" Do they wear a sign around ther necks or a name tag? Do false prophets run around informing people that they are fakes, deceivers and liars? Certainly not! 
If you receive money and suspect that it could be counterfeit, you take it to the bank. The people who work in the bank constantly deal with the geniune article and can readily detect counterfeit. The more we fellowship with true believers, the easier it becomes to recognize fake Christians, even those who are clever deceivers. The most reliable way to expose false prophets is to spend much time in God’s Word and in prayer. Every true believer has received the Holy Spirit which is given to lead us in the truth (John 15:26 and 16:13) and expose false teachers. 
Jesus continues by telling us that they appear to be sheep. "They come to you in sheep's clothing." Why sheep? Because sheep are harmless and innocent creatures.  I once got hit by a bull and it threw me through the air for about ten feet before I hit the ground, but in my experience with sheep. they are not dangerous. They are troublesome and hard to catch, but not very dangerous. Did Jesus mean anyone who appears innocent and harmless is in reality a ravening wolf? Certainly not!

So, how do you recognize a false prophet? (v. 16) "Ye shall know them by their fruits." It is difficult to judge character and motives, but we can all be fruit inspectors. There is a little problem with fruit inspections, however, and I think Jesus made that very clear. 

In verse 22, Jesus said, Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

Are not these good fruits? Prophesies, casting out demons and doing miracles -- all in Jesus name!
In the children's story "Little Red Riding Hood" a ravening wolf disguised himself as a harmless and sickly grandmother. In 2012, a group of historians and computer experts did a research project on this so-called fairy tale. They came to the conclusion that the earliest versions of this tale must have originated before or in the first century. It is interesting to note that Jesus used the picture of a ravening wolf in disguise in his Sermon on the Mount. 

In most early versions of Little Red Riding Hood, It was too late when grandma and Red Riding Hood recognized the counterfeit. Once the wolf was revealed, the damage was done! Red Riding Hood was a bit suspicious and asked questions, but both were devoured by the wolf.  

The Brothers Grimm altered the story to make it politically correct. They sent a hunter who killed the wolf and slit him open. The wolf was filled with stones and sewed up again. In recent years, publishers have become even more politically correct and nobody gets hurt in the story, not even the wolf. That is why you seldom hear it today.  The salt has lost its savor.
Jesus speaks of those who work iniquity.  As the old adage goes, "Talk is cheap!" Anyone can make claims and impress people, but we need to look at the fruits before we listen to the claims. 
When John the Baptist was in prison, he began to wonder if Jesus was really who he claimed to be. He sent two disciples to Jesus with questions. What was Jesus' answer? (read Luke 7:19-22)
And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave sight. Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. 

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many… And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. (Matthew 24:4-5 and 11)

Read Matthew 7:21

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (v. 23)

The key is, "Is that person doing the will of the Father?" Why did the Father send his son Jesus into the world? What is his desire or will? The salvation of man! Jesus came "to seek and to save the lost". He didn't come to impress or wow the people with his power. He didn't come to make great speeches and show off his knowledge and wisdom. 

Anyone who reads these verses carefully gets the point. True believers produce good fruit, but we don't get saved by doing good works.  Many people get fooled, but not God!

We should therefore live in close fellowship with the Lord, do his will, and trust him to protect us from the wolves.  Jesus sent 12 disciples out as "sheep in the midst of wolves." Then he sent 70 more disciples as "lambs in the midst of wolves." The sheep and the lambs win!
A PROPER FOUNDATION

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

(Matthew 7:24-29)
BUILDING on the ROCK and on SAND

In the fifties and sixties, I helped to build at least 20 churches or additions to churches in South Jersey. Harvey Builders built in Elmer, Clayton, Bridgeton, Hopewell, Canton, Quinton, Pitman, Barnsboro, Absecon, Mullica Hill, Merchantville, Hardingville, Pole Tavern, Alloway, Levittown, Carneys Point, Pennsgrove, Northville, NY, Flemington, Absecon, Mullica Hill and probably other places. I also helped to build Bridgeton Christian School and half a dozen buildings at Camp Haluwasa in Hammonton.   

Construction work is good preparation for missionary service. Some of the churches I helped to build invited us to preach and present our missionary work. Several of these churches became faithful supporters. My construction experience also came in handy many times during our four decades of missionary service in Austria. I helped to build two Bible Institutes and a number of churches. It recently occurred to me that I helped to build churches in three nations, their names all beginning and ending with the first letter of the alphabet:  America, Austria and Albania. I also collected tools and materials for church construction projects in Eastern Europe. 

There are many spiritual lessons that can be learned in construction, which are applicable to missions. The importance of a firm foundation is especially important in the spiritual realm.

-----------------------------------------

Matthew 7:24-29

The Christian life is about making proper choices. Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock… And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not…
Usually there are only two choices, a wrong and a right choice. Sometimes there are several or even many good choices, but the Lord's leading is still important (for me, the choice of a college and wife)! 

The Lord's teaching and miracles attracted large crowds. After getting the people's attention and establishing his credibility, he called people to make choices and take a stand. Those who heard the gospel were asked to make a commitment and follow through on the truth which they heard. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus was speaking to his disciples, which may have been a hundred or more persons. He also calls these to make choices and take appropriate actions.

Neutrality is not an option. In fact, there is no such thing as neutrality. Every person has influence on others just as breathing affects the environment. 

What we do and don't do has eternal consequences. A person may believe a lie, live accordingly and seem to have success, prosperity and happiness, but not every harvest comes after four months. Because more people voted for Obama does not make him right. It may give him temporary power, but God is the one who determines the final talley.  

In Eastern Europe during the eighties, half of all US Dollars in circulation were excellent counterfeits.  Iran and North Korea were able to get identical printing equipment to that which is used in the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing. And they have been able to duplicate the paper used to print money. They buy the same ink from a Swiss firm that sells to America.  Because people and even banks are unable to tell the difference, many accept the false money. This increases the value of the counterfeit, but it is still false.

The United States government is printing billions of Dollars that reduce the value of currency. Is that money counterfeit? In effect, it is but not according to man’s laws. What is even worse is creating huge debts. Obama’s philosophy was “Never waste a crises.” President Trump and President Biden created trillions of  non-printed Dollars with the stroke of a pen. What is the difference?

If a person doesn't know the truth, he or she is not committed to accept it or to do accordingly. BUT we are ALL commanded to seek, ask and knock! Many don't find truth because they don't want to find it!  The consequences can be worse than for disobedience.
BUILDING ON THE ROCK

There are many conflicting voices claiming to be truth. How can we distinguish which one is truth? (How would a scientist do that?) On the basis of established fact! Jesus compared the person who hears and obeys with a man who builds his house on a rock (v. 24). What kind of a foundation did the temple in Jerusalem have ("Dome of the Rock")? Supposing you are ready to build your dream home and a site inspector discovers the ground is unstable. What do you do? (move to another site or make the site more stable:  pilings, filling, footings) Matthew 7:24-25:

· And the rain descended, (danger from above). The house is protected from threats and dangers from above. Man's errant teachings. We are constantly being bombarded with lies and half truths. Our protection is God's Word and the Holy Spirit. If we sin, we may experience the wrath of God.  But we ask forgiveness and appeal to God's grace.
·  and the floods came, (danger from below). It may not rain at all where your house stands, yet it could be destroyed by a flood. The danger from earthquake is also real. 
· and the winds blew, (danger from outside). This danger comes from the sides, sometimes from two or more sides at once. It can come from an enemy, from circumstances, or from close friends who betray you to save their own skin. 
· and beat upon that house, (violence) The word denotes repetition or constant force or pressure over time. You have perhaps heard of the frog that boiled to death. It was tossed in a pot of water where it felt comfortable and safe. Someone set the pot on a fire and it became very cozy and even put the frog to sleep. 
· The good news and bad news comes in verses 25-27, depending on the building’s foundation.  
What is the rock? (Christ, truth, God's Word)  How do we do that? It can vary from person to person and in each situation. To Noah, it meant building a ship. To Abraham, it meant leaving his homeland and traveling to an unknown far place. To Moses it meant confronting the most powerful man in the world and leading the most stubborn people into the promised land.  To Joseph, it meant being kidnapped and sold as a slave in a foreign country. To you it may mean becoming a politician, founding a business or serving God and others in many different ways. In 1986, we invited two young girls (15) to come and help us with the summer camps. When there was no Bible School, we had camps in the facilities. Andrea was the daughter of an Avant Board member, who owned a large business in Canada (similar to Anderson Windows in the USA). Simone's father was one of the most popular Christian musicians in Canada. Their primary job was cleaning 22 toilets seven days a week, but there was plenty of time for fun activities, sight seeing and other enjoyable things! The later told thewir parents that it was the best time of their lives.
BUILDING ON SAND

What does the foolish man think of the gospel (I Corinthians 1:18)? For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
During the Communist era in Europe, border guards searched cars at the Iron Curtain borders for Bibles. They were scared to death of the Bible which they claimed was a bunch of fairy tales that only a fool would believe!

God promised to never again destroy the world by a flood, but wicked men don't believe God. They sensed their guilt and expected judgment. The tower of Babel was an attempt to make a way of escape.  They used asphalt as mortar because it withstands flood waters better. 

II Peter 3:7 says,  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 
What happens to asphalt in fire?

What are people building on today? Technology! What often happens in a bad storm? We lose electricity for a while, sometimes for hours or even days. A major solar storm could knock out electricity and electronics for years! Scientists know that it is coming just as certain as the big California earthquake, but man is still unprepared. Enemies may use a nuclear EMP to do the same, but its effect would not be as widespread. These electric storms, whether man-made or acts of God, don’t destroy life or structures, but just destroy transformers and other electronic devices. Most vulnerable are microchips. What are chips made of? Silica.  What is silica? Sand! When all microchips are destroyed, everything shuts down. Your refridgerator, wristwatch , car and telephones become worthless. Stores will close because their cash registers and computers don’t work and they can’t get deliveries. 
How did the listeners react to Jesus' words? (7:28-29)  Most responded much the same as in Noah’s days. They mocked Noah and called him a crackpot. Warnings went unheeded.  Most people who might read the above paragraph today would respond in like manner.
And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. It is not what they thought about God's Word that was important, but what would they do about it? Business as usual? Or trust and obey?
In 1979, I was keynote speaker for a Pentecost youth retreat in Austria. I spoke on the New Testament church,  dividing the subject into three aspects, Form, Function and Fellowship. My lectures were taken from biblical examples. 

The Form represents the physical structure. We are workers, tools, building materials and the building itself (temple). Function was illustrated by  the body with many members and one head.  Fellowship is a demonstration of the church as the bride of Christ and helpmate. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MIRACLES and MULTITUDES
Matthew 8:1-17

When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him. 
We discovered in Matthew 5:1, that the "sermon on the mount" was for the disciples. Jesus went aside to teach them, so it was not what scriptures describe as "preaching." Now Jesus descends the mountain and finds "great multitudes (plural) looking for him. Jesus preached to the multitudes, but he didn’t try to disciple them. He only does that with those who accept the gospel and become disciples.
The word, "multitude" appears 63 times in the gospels.  The plural form, "multitudes" appears 18 times,  and 9 of these references say, "great multitudes." 

When Peter preached the gospel on Pentecost, 3,000 believed and were baptized. The Bible doesn't call that a "multitude". Jesus fed 4,000 men, plus women and children and this was called "a multitude." When he fed 5,000 men plus women and children, it was called "a great multitude" (singular). When Jesus came down from the mountain in Matthew 8, "great multitudes" (plural) were looking for him. We could safely conclude that there could have been over 10,000 people wanting to see and hear Jesus. 

I twice sang with a 500-voice chorale in the "Creation" and "Messiah" oratorios. That was a great experience, but nothing compared to the kingdom of heaven. Revelation 14:3 speaks of 144,000 singing a new song in glory! In Revelation 5:11-13, John reports: And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. (Revelation 5:11-13)  
10,000 x 10,000= a hundred million angels, plus thousands of thousands= perhaps another million or two!

All over our nation, pastors and church leaders are bemoaning a decline in church attendance. Especially young people are defecting in large numbers.  We are talking here about good, solid, Bible-based churches like ours. 
Some believe it is because there are few miracles being performed today. We do well to ask why are our churches are so empty, but it is not just churches that are having this problem. After retiring from full time missions in Europe, we spent the first four years trying to recruit young people for missions. We visited Christian colleges and universities that had produced many effective missionaries in the past, but we found that most students show very little interest in missions. Some were interested in a mission trip - a way to see some foreign land with their home church picking up the tab, but few showed any interest in career missions. 

What is wrong in America? Or why don't more youth show an interest in serving God? Many will tell us,

"The Bible says that in the last days, there shall be a falling away. Men will want their ears tickled instead of having a hunger for good Bible teaching and sound doctrine" (II Tim. 3 & 4; II Thess. 2). 

We can look at this in two ways. We can resign ourselves to the fact that the times in which we live are the last days, so we shouldn't expect much fruit for our labors.  Or, we can trust God, obey his Word and pray for a good harvest.  Our church has a lot of potential, but many are content with being children of the kingdom, the chosen people. We are blessed with musically gifted persons; let's sing a new song!  We have some great cooks! Let's feed the multitudes! In addition, we are known for our missions emphasis, and most importantly, we have God's Word, his promises and the Holy Spirit!  

Some of you are thinking, “The multitudes were attracted by the miracles.” That is true, and it is also true that very few of those people in the "great multitudes" became disciples. Matthew 13:58 says, And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. John 12:37  says, But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him. The last verse reminds me of Genesis 1:16 which says that God created the sun and the moon -- then there seems to be a slight pause before it continues, "…and the stars also." 
During the three years of the Lord's public ministry, we read of 12 disciples, one of whom betrayed Jesus, then there were seventy more whom Jesus sent out to preach the gospel.  After his resurrection, Jesus commanded his disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit. Acts 1:15 says that there were about 120 waiting in the Upper Room on Pentecost. I Corinthians 15:6 tells us that Jesus was seen of about 500 “brethren” at one time after his resurrection. They were called “brethren,” which means brothers, but that often indicates close associates, not necessarily blood relatives or disciples.

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a colt we call it the "triumphal entry." Crowds lined the street and shouted loud "hosannas!"  They hailed him as their promised Messiah. A few days later, many of the same people gathered in the Governor's court and called out, "Crucify him!" What happened between these two events that caused the people to change their minds about Jesus? Jesus stopped healing and embarrassing the Scribes and Pharisees and was now held captive by them.  People are not attracted to people they consider to be “losers.” When "our" Eagles are on a winning streak, there is a lot of excitement and noise, but when they lose four or five games in a row, the same Eagles "fans" can't find enough bad words to describe their home team. 

In Matthew 8:16, it says that Jesus healed all the sick who were brought to him, but this passage only records three such cases. 
1. In verses 2-4, a leper is healed and Jesus told him not to tell anyone! 

2. In verses 5-13, a Roman Centurion asked the Lord to heal his servant.  Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. I think that it should say, "the children of this kingdom." Jesus is differentiating between the kingdom of heaven (the faithful of the Lord) and this "earthly kingdom."
3. The third miracle was Peter's mother-in-law (That is how we know that Peter could not have been the Pope - Popes are not permitted to marry).  And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and sick of a fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them. Apparently Jesus and the disciples went to Peter's house for lunch. This time, Jesus didn't feed a multitude. They were not in a desert place where there was no food. Capernaum had shops where they could buy food. Most of the miracles Jesus performed were cases that seemed beyond hope. For God, there is no such thing as a miracle! 

Verse 18 says, Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment [to the disciples] to depart unto the other side. The great multitudes belonged to the kingdom of this world, but there was a deranged and possessed man in the graveyard of Gadera who needed help.
The Bible says that the angels in heaven rejoice when one soul is saved. When that possessed man in the Gadera graveyard was freed from Satan and added to God’s family, I can imagine a hundred million angels singing praises to God!
John 20:30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
John 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. 
In a later study, we are going to examine the difference between “preaching” and “teaching.”
Jesus Commands his Disciples to Set the Sails
Matthew 8:18-22

Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment to depart unto the other side. And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.  (Matthew 8:18-22)
Last week we considered the number of people who flocked to see Jesus. Sometimes a number is given (3000 saved at Pentecost) and other times a multitude, a great multitude, or great multitudes (plural) are mentioned. When he came down from the Mount of Transfiguration, the latter term was used. Today's text begins with "great multitudes."

When an evangelist comes to Elmer, we print fliers and place announcements in the newspapers. Members are encouraged to invite their friends and neighbors. We recently had Todd Sivnksty here for five days of meetings. With the exception of the Sunday morning service, attendance was low. I didn't count, but I doubt if more than half a dozen people who don't come regularly attended the evangelistic meetings. I realize that it would be rather absurd to even imagine, but just suppose 5,000 people showed up to hear the gospel.  That would be a great multitude, but verse 18 uses the plural form. If women and children are included, that could be about 10,000. In an 18?? Book about Camp Meetings in South Jersey, it states that thousands attended Camp Meetings of the Malaga Camp in summer and on the last Sunday of August each year, between 10,000 and 15,000 people crowded into the camp.
It had been a long day and the disciples must have been exhausted. Jesus "commanded" the disciples to depart unto the other side of the Sea of Galilee. More than half of the Lord's disciples were fishermen and they were very familiar with the lake and boats. The Sea of Galilee, also called Kinneseret, Gennesaret, or Lake Tiberias, is around 13 miles long, 8 miles wide and 140 ft deep! It is the lowest fresh water lake on earth – the surface is 686 ft below sea level! Weather conditions can be very unpredictable due to the geographical situation of the lake. 

I enjoyed sailing my 12’ boat on the lovely Alpine lakes. There are 76 lakes in the Salzkammergut and all of them have drinking water quality! I have seen storms come up so fast, that they take people completely by surprise. Once we had missionary friends come to visit and we took them to lunch in a restaurant overlooking Lake Attersee, which is about half the size of the Sea of Galilee. While we were waiting for our food, we noticed dark clouds coming over the mountain tops on the opposite side of the lake. The waiter brought our food, but before we could start eating, the wind picked up and started blowing porcelin dishes off the tables. Umbrellas were blown away and all the customers including ourselves fled inside taking our food with us.
While the disciples were preparing the boat and setting the sails, a scribe approached Jesus and said that he wanted to come. I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. We don't really know what he was thinking, but let's do some guesswork. 
A scribe was a man of books. It is doubtful that he knew much about sailing and apparently, he didn't know much about Jesus. Perhaps he wanted to get a personal detailed interview for an upcoming book that would easily become a best seller! There was this saying in Israel, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" The Jewish clergy with all their education and fancy dress had problems keeping even a small audience, but this young upstart from Nazareth was suddenly being mobbed by thousands of people, wanting to hear him. And he was performing miracles! 

We here in America just experienced a similar situation. A man with a bad reputation and no political experience drew crowds of fans all across America and won the presidential nomination against all odds. Even leaders and big wheels of the Republican Party refused to support him. The electronic and print media did everything in its power to support Hillary Clinton and defeat Donald Trump. Even on the evening of election Day, the Democrats felt confident that they couldn't lose, yet Donald Trump broke all the rules and won the election. The outgoing President always meets with his follower to discuss the transition. Trump refused to follow tradition and invite reporters to fly on his plane to Washington.  The Obamas declined the traditional photo op with the new President and First Lady. 

Jesus told the scribe, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. Apparently that was enough to convince the scribe to seek another story for his book. 

One of his followers said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead. Some think that was hard-hearted of Jesus. Why should he expect his followers to miss the funeral of a parent? This was probably not one of the twelve. The Bible account doesn't tell us how the scribe and disciple reacted to Jesus' words. 

After watching the boat with Jesus and his disciples leave, a violent tempest broke loose. The scribe and grieving disciple must have thanked God that they had stayed behind. It is of course possible that the disciple decided to go and miss his father’s funeral. What might he have thought? 

On June 30, 1973, we flew to America aboard a Lufthansa Airlines 747 Jumbo Jet. Before the flight, we bought our boys a toy die-cast airplane just like the one we would fly in. On the first day, four wheels broke off under one wing. We wiped away the tears and assured them that nothing like that would happen to a "real" 747 jumbo jet. But that is exactly what happened!  Read about it here: <https://www.rvharvey.org/documents/747-june73.htm>

Jesus Stills the Storm*
Matthew 8:23-27

And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but he was asleep. And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!  (Matthew 8:23-27)

I love to sail, but normally stay close to shore. If the weather changes or anything happens, I can always row or even swim to the beach. We crossed the Atlantic three times by ship, twice on the fastest passenger liner in the world, the SS United States. It is now docked next the Walt Whitman Bridge in Philadelphia. Our third crossing was on the largest passenger ship afloat, the SS France (later used as a cruise ship named "SS Norway" and finally scrapped).

On our second voyage aboard the SS United States, we hit a violent storm that lasted three days. I wish we had taken a movie of our two boys playing in the ship's nursery, sliding back and forth on the tile floor while playing and only pausing to brace themselves when they hit a wall! About two thirds of the passengers were seasick, but not us. Waiters treated us like kings in the largely vacant dining room. But our son Richard threw up as soon as he stepped on land! 

Verse 23 begins, And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. In verse 22, Jesus told a disciple to follow him and let the dead bury the dead.
Have you ever considered what it means to "follow" Jesus? Following Jesus is not always a joy-ride! We may suffer hardships. For the one mentioned in verse 22, it meant missing the funeral of his father (Most Bible teachers think that his father was probably old, but not on his deathbed).  Of course all people face the common storms of life, sickness, problems, personal relationships etc, but Christians have someone to go to for help and comfort. On the other hand, Christians can expect uncomfortable situations that the unsaved don't experience. Whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth (Hebrews 12:6-7). Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (II Timothy 3:12). 
Verse 24: And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves…

The Sea of Galilee is around 13 miles long, 8 miles wide and 140 ft deep! It is the lowest fresh water lake on earth -- 686 ft below sea level! Only the Dead Sea is lower. Here is some more trivia. The curvature of the earth is 8 inches per mile, so on a calm day with no waves and good visibility, people on the shore would lose sight of the boat somewhere around the middle of the lake. It probably had a mast and sail, but you would need good eyes to see that 4 miles away. In a violent storm, they would have stricken the sail and visibility would have been minimal. Besides, the Bible says that the boat was "covered with the waves" (swamped). Now come four significant words:

Verse 24: …but he was asleep. 
What might we learn from this? 1) Jesus must have been very tired. 2) Jesus was fearless. 3) Jesus was accustomed to storms at sea. 4) Jesus wanted to teach the disciples a lesson in trusting God. 5) All of the above. You choose!
Jesus and his family took up residence in Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee - probably after Joseph died. Being the oldest, Jesus would have assumed a greater responsibility to provide for the family. Matthew 13:55-56 reads, Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? There were at least eight children, because five boys are named and “all” would indicate more than two sisters.  
Although the Bible says little about his childhood, we must assume that Jesus worked. He probably learned the carpenter trade from his father. It is quite possible that he also learned the fishing trade. When Jesus called his twelve disciples, most of them were fishermen of his acquaintance.

Rev. Sabine (a male) Baring-Gould was born January 28, 1834 in Devon, England. He was an Anglican pastor in Cornwall, but is best remembered as a hymn-writer, including "Onward, Christian Soldiers" and "Now the Day Is Over." Baring-Gould also wrote a book containing an ancient Cornish legend about a tin merchant named Joseph of Arimathea, whose ships regularly sailed between Israel and Cornwall, England to transport tin. The legend states that Joseph's nephew, Jesus, was employed by Joseph as a ship's carpenter, and that he spoke to local citizens about the kingdom of God during his visits in Cornwall. When news came that Jesus had been crucified, the people in the region of Cornwall built stone memorials in his honor that were later worshipped by early Christians.

We don't know if there is any truth to the legend, but Cornwall in England had one of the world's largest deposits of cassiterite (SnO2),  from which tin is derived. Tin was used to make bronze alloy.  The area shows evidence of being extensively mined for tin after the Roman conquest in 200-100 BC. It was mostly Jewish merchants whose ships transported the tin to ports in Europe, Asia and the Middle East.
According to Mark 15:43, Joseph of Arimathea was "a respected member of the council [Sanhedrin], who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God". Matthew 27:57 describes him as a wealthy man and disciple of Jesus. According to John 19:38, upon hearing of Jesus' death, Joseph "asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission." Joseph immediately proceeded to Golgotha to take the body of Jesus down from the cross. According to John 19:39-40, Joseph and Nicodemus took the body and bound it in linen cloths with the spices that Nicodemus had bought. They placed the body in Joseph's own tomb. This was done speedily, "for the Sabbath was drawing on". Luke 23:50–56 also mentions the event.

And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish.

What might this verse say about the disciples? 

These men were tough fishermen who had weathered many a storm on that lake, but they were desperately calling for help. The boat was filled with water and they feared for their lives!  

They called Jesus "Lord". I think this was in relation to their situation. He was the only one who could save them! 
And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? (other places: Matt. 6:30 - God's provision of needs; Matth. 14:31 - Peter walking on water; Matth. 16:8 - Jesus warned disciples of "leaven of Pharisees" and they thought he was chiding them for not bringing bread.)
Now its your turn. Put yourself in this same situation. You fear for your life. You recognize that the only one who can save you is with you (I will never leave you nor forsake you). You call out in prayer to get his attention (wake him up) and then, you ask for his help. The disciples all seem to be united in this prayer request.

What would you have done differently? What should the disciples have done differently? Why did Jesus say that they had little faith? 

I don't have all the answers, but four decades of missionary work have taught me that Jesus is never satisfied with me until I die and hear him say, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." He is still trying to stretch me - and you!

Mark 9, the man with a demon-possessed son cried out to Jesus, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief! 

verses 28-29  And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 
Matth. 17:19-21  Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.
Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. But the men marveled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!  
* See my sermon on this text posted on my website www.rvharvey.org/who-is-in-charge.htm
WORST CASE SCENARIO

The Maniac of Gadera
Matthew 8:28-34  

There are differences in the reports of three evangelists on this incident. Matthew gives a short version while Mark and Luke seem to have presented a version that had been circulating among the disciples. The major difference is that Matthew says two demon-possessed men were freed from their bondage to evil spirits, but Mark and Luke only mention one. Mark and Luke report on the conversation between Jesus and the demons, including the name "Legion". Matthew says nothing about one of the men who had been possessed asking to go with Jesus. Only Mark and Luke do this. This is perhaps the reason why Mark and Luke don't mention the second possessed person. That second person may have simply left the scene so that one might question whether he was even saved. Remember the ten lepers who were healed and only one returned to give thanks. Only Mark's gospel says that there were about 2000 swine. Matthew says the swine perished in the sea while Mark and Luke say "choked" in the sea. This evening I want to dwell on facts drawn from all three accounts. 

General Information

1) Demon possession is real.

The Bible tells us that angels are created beings. There are angels loyal to God and fallen angels who serve Satan. There is no clear visual description of these beings although it is known that they can assume various forms. There are reports of them appearing and vanishing in mysterious ways, but nowhere do we find mention of angels possessing or indwelling someone.  

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity and not a created being. In the Old Testament, God's presence in the form of the Holy Spirit came upon people under the direction of God for a specific purpose or time. It is important to note that the Holy Spirit is always used in the singular (indivisible) but evil spirits (plural) are often mentioned. 

Evil spirits or demons are from Satan's fallen nature.  Just as the Holy Spirit always operates in fellowship with God and Jesus, demons function in coordination with Satan and follows his commands.  

2) God always acts in love even when disciplining or punishing people. He always seeks the best for his creation. Our parents often said, "This hurts me more than it will hurt you." That is very true of God. Jesus paid a horrendous price for the salvation of sinners, even those who reject salvation. Satan, however, does his best to make sin look attractive, but demon possession is ugly and hateful in the end.

3) We must differentiate between demonic or satanic influence and possession. Believers can be tempted or influenced, but not possessed. Not all unbelievers are possessed. The Bible doesn't give a lot of insight into the spirit realm for good reason. Many people are already too eager to learn about Satanic forces. 

4) Demon possession takes many forms depending on the environment and situation. Satan enters some to make them appear as super pious and holy persons who get into the church to disrupt, destroy and cause problems. In America, I am convinced that many pop musicians are possessed. Michael Jackson, Elvis Presley and others were outwardly idolized, but inwardly terrorized and ultimately destroyed by demons. 
I want to add a couple of thoughts for what they are worth. The Bible speaks of millions upon millions of angels - they are innumerable! Satan, however, is just one fallen angel, although he was once a prince among angels. Together with Gabriel and Michael, he must have been one of the leading angels in the heavenly realm. We know that Satan does not have attributes of the Trinity. He is not all-powerful, all-knowing or everywhere-present. The spirits of the angels, seem to be different from our human spirits. Our spirit remains with us, but the angel's spirit can apparently be sent and distributed. There are enough angels loyal to God for every Church, every nation and every believer to have an angel assigned to them. Although there are numerous fallen angels and demons, they are much fewer in number. If we are faithful to our Lord and seeking fellowship with him, there is no need for us to fear Satan and his cohorts.

Lessons from Matthew 8:28-34
Matthew 8:28  And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way. 
These men lived in a graveyard! There must have been tombs in caves where they slept. They were exceeding fierce so that people avoided the area where they were known to be. Jesus and his disciples sailed their ship onto land in the worst possible place! Or??? Jesus sought solitude. He wanted to get away from the crowds. The graveyard was the perfect place to be alone with the Savior. The only down side was two possessed men, but Jesus changed that situation. Most people avoid evil people, but God seeks them in order to save them. 

V. 29  And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?
The demons (not the men who were possessed) cried out. They recognized Jesus. They wanted nothing to do with Jesus, but they were not necessarily speaking for the possessed men. These were controlled to a large extent by the demons and their willpower was seriously hindered, but  God looks on the heart of man. These men were obviously being tortured and terrorized. The demons knew that they were condemned to eternal judgment and wondered if their time was coming sooner than expected. Jesus came "when the fullness of time was come" (Read Galatians 4:1-9). Joel 3:14  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 

V. 30-32  And there was a good way off from them an herd of many swine feeding. So the devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. And he said unto them, Go. And when they were come out, they went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters.  

From this we learn that demonic spirits can exist apart from persons, but their influence is limited. Although they prefer possessing people, pigs are better than nothing! Pigs are not created in the image of God. They are not made for fellowship with God. As we see here, they don't appreciate being possessed by evil spirits. Many have asked what happened to the demons? The last two verses may give a hint!

V. 33-34  And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told every thing, and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils. And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart out of their coasts. 
Isn't it strange that people who are first hand witnesses of the miracle of salvation and transformation of sinners often want nothing to do with the Lord?  Example: A drug addict named Walter lived in Linz. His parents despaired that the new multi-million Dollar hospital built to treat drug addicts could do nothing for their son. They heard that we had success in that area and asked if we could help Walter.  He was saved and became a fiery witness for Jesus. He began praying before meals and said that he wanted to attend Bible college and study to become a preacher or missionary. Walter's parents became very upset and told me, they would rather have their old Walter back than what he had become!
[Following are accounts of three evangelists.] 

(Matthew 8:28 -9:8)
And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way. And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time? And there was a good way off from them an herd of many swine feeding. So the devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. And he said unto them, Go. And when they were come out, they went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters. And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told every thing, and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils. And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart out of their coasts. And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city [Capernaum]. And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house. But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men. 

(Mark 2:1-12)

And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house. And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door [standing room only]: and he preached the word unto them. And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only? And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 

(Luke 5:17-26)

And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them. And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before him. And when they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus. And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts? Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house. And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with fear, saying, We have seen strange things to day. 

Jesus Sees Faith

Matthew 9:1-8
Matthew doesn’t mention the manner in which the sick man was lowered into the room through the roof. None of the gospels say much about the men who brought the sick man, but all three say that Jesus saw their faith. How can you see a person’s faith? 

It is interesting that Jesus was not responding to a request of the sick man. He may have given up all hope of ever being healed. In extreme cases, a person with palsy has great difficulty speaking and this too may have been the reason. 

The fact that Jesus forgave the man his sins, shows that he knew his heart. This is always the case. Jesus knew the hearts of the men who brought the sick man. Jesus looks on the heart and doesn’t just listen to what men say. We have already seen this when the scribes and Pharisees spoke highly of Jesus while trying to catch him in a fault:

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

(Matthew 7:15-23)

If a person is healed of an incurable disease, everyone, including the doctors should be happy and excited. They may wonder how it was possible or question whether the person was really sick, but they would hardly react to the healing like these pious Jews did! Why do you suppose the scribes, doctors of Jewish law and Pharisees were unhappy and openly critical of Jesus when the sick man was healed?  

When and how did they first react like that? …”said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.” 

Matthew 5:28 says, If a man looks at a woman in lust, he has already committed adultery in his heart. 
Jesus uses plain logic in speaking to the people, and that included the hypocritical Jewish leaders.

For which is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house.
The world was created in just six days by God’s Word! Did he have to talk 24 hours a day or 144 hours straight to accomplish that marvelous feat? It also pleases God to build his church or kingdom through the Word. As with this miracle, some actions are usually evident, but the conversion of sinners is accomplished through the sharing or preaching of God’s Word.
Cerebral Palsy is a brain disorder, usually stemming from birth and it affects muscular coordination. It may only affect one part of the body or it can affect the entire body. There is no known cure for the crippling effects of palsy. Bell’s Palsy is different and not a birth defect. It can occur at almost any time and usually only affects facial muscles.  It is not a permanent condition. 

In all three gospels that share this miracle, there are those who glorify God for what they experience or witness, but also those who inwardly criticize Jesus as a blasphemer. It is interesting to note that the critics were the ones who should have been first to glorify God. Some of the most despicable examples of humanity are those who have heard God’s Word and seen his powerful working, yet hardened their hearts to the truth.

Matthew says that this happened in Jesus’ own city. Mark says he was in “the house” in Capernaum which could also be interpreted, “he was at home”. If anyone should have been disturbed, it would have been the one who occupied the house – Jesus.  Anyone who determines to serve Christ, can expect opposition, but there are usually other costs as well.  A damaged roof is a small price to pay for the healing and salvation of one person, but there are believers who don’t share their faith or witness for fear of negative consequences. When you share the gospel with others, they may test you to see if you are serious. Or you may feel obligated to help them financially. We bought a new VW bus in 1967. A deacon was horrified when he saw kids climbing out of the bus with muddy feet! The reason we traded the old bus in for a new one was because the roads we traveled to pick people up for meetings or to conduct home Bible studies were very hard on tires and suspension! 

Jesus Passes By

And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

(Matthew 9:9-13)

1) Jesus passed by. When we drive or walk past people, objects, buildings etc. we seldom take notice even if we pass by them daily or several times a day. Most people who saw Matthew just saw a publican and a sinner. He was the kind of person you didn’t associate with. Jesus saw a potential disciple and author of a gospel.

2) Jesus saw. The Bible Institute students once kidnapped Verna and me and blindfolded us. Then they took us to a place where we had a picnic dinner. I think it was a farewell party before we left for furlough. I could tell where the car turned corners after leaving our house, so I started to describe the scenery and houses as we passed. They were certain that I was peeking, but after I assured them that this was not the case, they purposely drove so I would get confused. It worked.  God created us with five senses and I always thought that they were supposed to be used.  This can also be applied spiritually. We should be good observers.

3) A man named Matthew. Matthew sat at the cashier’s desk collecting taxes from fellow Jews for Rome. The name Matthew is Greek and means “gift of God (theos)! Jesus was an observer. He knew who this man was, what he was doing and what the Jews thought of him. And Jesus also knew what his name meant. And Matthew knew that Jesus knew! This is an autobiography! Matthew uses the name that he was known by while Mark and Luke give his Hebrew given name, Levi, son of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14 and Luke 5:27). In the entire Bible only one Matthew is mentioned, and Matthew introduces him.
4) Follow me! I can imagine that Jesus looked Matthew squarely in the eyes when he spoke those two words. Can’t you imagine what went through Matthew’s mind? Many Jews had passed by and looked contemptuously at Matthew, but Jesus had a loving, caring look. I think he smiled when he said, “Follow me!” Whatever Matthew was thinking, he was in for a surprise. When you follow Jesus, it is not just the Jews who look at you contemptuously! People will either love you or hate you, but if your Savior is smiling, you will have joy in serving Jesus! 
5) Come to my house! When Jesus says, “Follow me” the proper response is to invite Jesus to our home and introduce him to our family and friends. Matthew did this and the pious Jews noticed. Vs 10-11:  And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?  There are Christians who argue against this by quoting scriptures like Ephesians 5:11,  And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. The Apostle Peter’s own brethren accused him of eating with the uncircumcised in Acts 11:3. The important criteria is that Jesus is preeminent. 
6)  Pharisees saw and said… Jesus heard. Disciples take a lot of flack just for being Christ followers. Not many people have the courage or audacity to accuse God of wrong doing. They may deny his existence, but if they admit that there is or even could possibly be a higher being of any kind, they could hardly criticize him. The very concept and definition of God would not permit it.  That is why unbelievers attack us and our faith. When they do, however, Jesus hears. 
7) Jesus said, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. That is just plain logic. Truth is logic. Have you noticed that those who reject truth lose their capacity to think logically?  But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Recently someone (Dave Vicari?) mentioned a bumper sticker that said, “God said it; I believe it, and that settles it!” As I thought about it, I thought that I could rearrange the words and make it better. “God said it; that settles it, and I believe it!” So many Christians think we need to get sinners to attend church where they can hear the gospel. The so-called “seeker churches” are full of sinners. The church is a gathering of Christians with Jesus in the middle. The Lord sent Christians (us) into the world to preach the gospel, not in the church. Believers are discipled (taught) in the church, but we are to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 

8) But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance (v. 13). We all understand the second part of that verse, but who can explain what the first part means? Jesus commanded us to go and learn the meaning! Read the following verses: 
1 Samuel 15:22  And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 

Matthew 12:7  But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless. (after the Pharisees accused the disciples of plucking corn on the Sabbath).
Hosea 6:6  For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

Luke 10:36-37  Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 

Titus 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.
Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Mercy means compassion, love, caring. Earlier this month I preached on the difference between mercy and grace. I explained that both are not deserved or earned. When God saves us through the shed blood of Christ, that is mercy. From that time on, he gives us grace. Grace is time, health, gifts, opportunity to serve. Of course he continues to give mercy when we sin, but God’s desire for us is to grow in grace, to show mercy to others.

Religion or Faith?
Matthew 9:14-17

Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast not? And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast. No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved. (Matthew 9:14-17)

These verses give a good example of what we can expect to deal with in Christian churches today. We don’t have Pharisees, the disciples of John the Baptist or twelve Apostles with us today. Americans seldom fast, patch garments, or store drinks in bottles made of animal skins. Conflict situations between professing believers are still quite common. And like those arguments 2000 years ago, our arguments today usually have to do with things not mentioned or elaborated on in the Bible. 

To an outsider, all Amish seem to be the same, but there are a number of differing groups. There are the gray buggy Amish, the black buggy Amish, the zipper and button Amish, and solar cell Amish to name just a few.  Members of the various Amish groups are more likely to befriend non-Amish or even atheists than members of other Amish groups.  I took a picture of a street in Meadville, PA where you can see three large Methodist Churches on one block. Members use the same public parking spaces and sidewalks, but that was about the extent of their fellowship. Of course you won’t find that sort of thing among Baptists! The disciples of John “the Baptist” were perhaps the only exception (v. 14)!  

Fasting 

What does the Bible say about fasting? The first mention is of King David who fasted when his son by Bathsheba lay dying. There are many references to fasting, including unwilling fasting and fasting of a Roman Centurion. In the story of Paul’s shipwreck in Acts 28, a season of fasting is mentioned that apparently had no Jewish or Christian origin. Normally, fasting is a voluntary act and not obedience to a command. Jesus fed the five thousand because he didn’t want the people to depart fasting for fear they could “faint by the way.” Most references to fasting are simply statements about or by people who fasted. Most commands to fast come from people and not God (Esther, King Saul).  The Lord’s response to the disciple’s of John made no reference to scripture or religious traditions. He used three parables that simply appealed to logic. 

Wedding

People who fast have somber and unpleasant faces. People don’t fast at weddings; they feast and rejoice! That was just good logical thinking.
Patching Garments
I learned that lesson as a young teenager. My parents had 11 kids and our clothes were often hand-me-downs. If they bought new clothes, it was usually the Cowtown variety. When they insisted on buying Cowtown jeans instead of Levis that I wanted, I protested. Pop Harvey said, “When you earn your own money, you can buy what you want.” From that time on I bought my own jeans – Levis! And when I wore holes in the knees or ripped them, my mother patched them the easy way – with a sewing machine. Other guys’ mothers patched them by hand and the patches looked cool! I decided to patch my own. That is when I discovered the biblical method of patching garments.  Jesus appeals to logic that comes from experience. 

Bottles made of skins

This third parable is similar to the former one. Austrians are not familiar with root beer, so I once bought a root beer extract to take to Austria so I could make my own root beer. I followed the instructions explicitly and caused a catastrophe. I filled the bottles with the mix and after corking them properly, I laid them on their sides on top of my office book shelves. In the night I was awakened to what sounded like gunfire (Show book with stains). I didn’t need a Bible verse to know that I shouldn’t try that again!

Lessons from this Passage

When the Pharisees were critical of Jesus, they thought within themselves (read v. 3); or they went to the disciples with their accusations (read v. 11); or they discussed the matter among themselves (read v. 34).  The disciples of John went to the right person with their question (read v. 14). That is faith! 

Pastor Smith made the statement Sunday that Christians can have good fellowship in spite of different convictions or interpretations --- IF their focus is on Jesus. That is where we have fellowship. 

The disciples of John compared themselves with the Pharisees and saw similarity, but when they compared themselves with the disciples of Jesus, they saw a marked difference. There are big differences between us and some other protestant denominations, but there are also similarities between us and Roman Catholics. Many protestants deny the virgin birth and are pro abortion. 

If the disciples of John had spoken with the Pharisees about the matter, or just discussed it among themselves, the outcome would have been different. They recognized the authority of the Lord and that settled the matter. Some of John’s disciples even became the disciples of Jesus.

Judas betrayed the Lord and later recognized his sin. He should have run to the cross, fallen to his knees, confessed his evil deed and begged for mercy and forgiveness. Instead, he went into the temple, confessed to the priests and returned the thirty pieces of silver. He went to the wrong person.

Thirty years ago this past Sunday, January 22, 1987, we were listening to the Austrian news and heard some very disturbing news from America.  
A SAD ENDING TO A PROMISING POLITICIAN

One of the children who attended Sunday School with Verna, was Bud Dwyer. Bud went on to become a lawyer and politician, rising to the position of Pennsylvania State Treasurer. As an active Christian in this high position, he determined to clean up unethical financial practices which were common in the state. His efforts were not greeted with the approval of all his fellow politicians. From the top down, efforts to get rid of the trouble maker increased. Threats against his own life and the lives of family members were ignored, but his political career ended in tragedy.

Dwyer was dealt a blow which promptly ended his carreer as State Treasurer and even worse. Convicted criminals were offered shortened prison terms for testifying that Dwyer had requested (not received) bribes! The judge and jury decided in favor of the criminals' testimony and against the impeccable record of their State Treasurer. Devastated and obviously convinced that the American legal system was beyond hope of effective reform, Dwyer called a press conference. After reading his prepared statement about the sad state of affairs in his State and the country, he again claimed innocence of the crimes for which he had been convicted. He pulled a revolver from his satchel in the presence of reporters and TV cameras and before anyone could intervene, he shot himself. We heard the news via Austrian media, but hoped that we had heard wrong. The morning newspaper however, confirmed the report. 

My brother Dave was the chief technician at Channel 10 News in Philadelphia and was on hand with his camera crew.  

All Christians could tell us what Bud should have done or not have done, but situations like this one come more frequently than most of us assume. If Bud had only reflected on the life of Joseph, he might have reacted differently. He might have suffered for a while in prison, but God would likely have delivered and exhonorated him. Bud Dwyer might have become the greatest President that our nation ever had! 

Four Interruptions

While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live. And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour. And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a noise, He said unto them,  Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose. And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land. (Matthew 9:18-26)

Interruption #1

Jesus and his disciples were invited to Matthew’s home for dinner. A number of Matthew’s friends and colleagues were also invited guests (v. 9-10).  The snooping Pharisees noticed this (v.11) and went into the house uninvited. Jesus had often put them in their place, so they picked on easier targets, the disciples. They asked, “Why does your master eat with publicans and sinners?”  Jesus heard their accusation and responded.  

Interruption #2

That was last week’s Bible study.  This week we begin where we left off, “While he spake these things unto them...“  

Have you even noticed that interruptions always seem to take precedent over normal scheduled business?

I needed a part for my car and drove to the Western Auto store to get it. I just started to tell the clerk what I needed when the phone rang. Someone else needed a part. The cashier had to look up the number in a catalog, then go see if it was available, and finally, he had to give the part to a dispatcher for delivery.  When he was finished, he came back and asked, “Now, what was it that you wanted?” I started again to tell him and the phone rang. It was a repeat performance! After ten more minutes, I told the person waiting behind me, “You are next. I am going to Advance Auto Parts.” There was no guarantee that the other store would be any different, but I wanted to leave a message.

First it was the self-important Pharisees who interrupted Jesus. Now it was a “ruler”. Mark and Luke give us more information. His name was Jairus and he was the leader of the local Synagogue. He was an important person in the eyes of the people, even more important than the Pharisees. He too came uninvited, but unlike the Pharisees, he showed respect and even bowed down to worship Jesus. Not all of the rulers in Israel were evil. Think of Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimethea. It must have taken some courage for this man to humble himself before that crowd of publicans and sinners and conceited Pharisees.

 My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live. Jesus responded differently to this man. He showed faith. And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. 

Allow me to insert my thoughts here. In our almost 40 years of missionary work, We have experienced a lot of criticism and rude treatment from others, but the most important person in the universe was always there for us. He never slammed the door on us or scolded us for bringing even the most insignificant matters to his attention. But we believed on him and worshipped him!

Some Bible critics see a discrepancy in scriptures. Matthew quotes Jairus as saying, “My daughter is even now dead.” Luke says the girl was 12 years old and “lay dying“ Mark says “at the point of death”. As usual, the critics don’t bother asking experts or taking a closer look at the original language when they discover a supposed error.  Matthew reads “even now dead” which is two words in Greek. One word is telutaho and the second is arti.

The normal word for dead is nekros but the Greek in Matthew give a similar idea as Mark and Luke. The word translated “now” indicates suspension or presently (a continuous state) and the word for death means “expiring or finishing” – both in the aorist tense (on-going, continuous).

Interruption #3

And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole.
Here again, both Mark and Luke are more detailed but there are no conceived problems. The other evangelists share the Lord’s question, “Who touched me?”
The woman did not perceive that she would be interupting or causing trouble, but Jesus responded anyway. He always responds to faith. Peter argued with his Lord, “Master, this multitude is pressing and crowding you and you ask who touched you?” Jesus sensed that “virtue” had gone out from him. The Greek word is dynamis from which we get the word dynamite and dynamo.

Have you ever considered the enormity of that fact? When we act in faith, we are acting in the Lord’s power and he senses it. With Jairus and the woman in this passage, they asked in faith for help. Even when we act in faith in behalf of others, Jesus knows and feels. On one occasion, Jesus said, “If ye have done it to the least of these, ye have done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40 + 45). That passage also shows the opposite reaction. If we don’t serve the least of these we have not served Christ and he knows it!

And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a noise, He said unto them,  Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose. And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land. 

Interruption #4

Finally, we have the fourth interruption. Jesus interrupted a funeral. Strange, unusual or funny things sometimes happen that interrupt funerals, but it is seldom intentional. A funeral is serious business. 

Mom Harvey (casket lid and flowers), rocking chair (played music he couldn’t hear), man’s solo “His Eye is on the Sparrow”. I sometimes wonder if Lazarus thought about having to go through dying a second time. If we are born twice, we needn’t fear dying twice.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Luke 8:42-43 Twelve years healthy and suddenly dying or twelve years with a deadly disease and then healthy. When the sick woman touched the hem of Jesus’ garment, that would have rendered him unclean according to OT law (Lev. 12:1-5 and 15:19-28).

Actually, the meeting with Matthew was also not planned. The life of Christ is filled with such unplanned happenings. Our missionary experience was not much different.

Matthew 9:27-31

BUT, BUT, BUT…

And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us. And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See that no man know it. BUT they, when they were departed, spread abroad his fame in all that country.
Two men followed after Jesus, begging for mercy. They can represent all people. All of us have needs that are beyond our control. We are capable of taking care of ourselves and our families in most ways and we are proud of our accomplishments. Unlike some neighbors whose houses are an eyesore to the community, we keep our home clean and in good repair. We work hard, pay our debts and have kids that we can be proud of. So many kids don’t get proper parenting and get into trouble, but not ours.  

Of course there are things in life that we are not happy with, BUT there is not much that we can do about it, so we tolerate. Many others wear eyeglasses, hearing aids or have false teeth, so we just learn to live with such defects. It isn’t too hard when you are in a large company of people who have similar deficiencies. Nobody is perfect!

Then there are people who are not so good-looking, “have two left hands,” are not musically gifted, and lack intelligence.  BUT even these drawbacks are not impossible to overcome. It just puts these people in a different social class. 

BUT… these men were blind! Perhaps several thousand people lived in Capernaum and probably, only two men were blind. They were in a class by themselves. No woman wanted to marry them and no employer would hire them. Their blindness excluded them from other relationships, BUT placed them in contact with each other. 

Then one day, they heard about a man named Jesus who was healing all manner of disease and even brought a girl back to life. They looked – rather they spoke to each other and said “Let’s go find him!” They followed a crowd to a house, all the while calling out, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us! “Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. And their eyes were opened! 

Do you suppose that if they had only had a little faith, that they would only be able to see a little bit? No! When a person believes, Jesus saves that person completely! When he healed the man who had been lame from birth, he stood up and carried his bed. He healed Peter’s Mother-in-Law and she served him and the disciples. In Mark 9, a man brought his son to the disciples to heal, but they couldn’t. Then Jesus came and said, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” The father of the child cried out with tears, “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief!”  

“And Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See that no man know it. BUT when they were departed, they spread abroad his fame in all that country.” 
We might ask why Jesus would command them not to tell people and these men may have wondered about that too. After all, how could they keep their sight a secret? Sometimes the Lord gives us a command that we don’t understand. Perhaps he is just testing our faith. Jesus probably had a good reason for that command. Most who sought to see and hear Jesus just wanted to see  miracles – a show. A circus or football field is not the ideal place for presenting the gospel. Many churches offer music and entertainment to get people in, but how many are saved? How many lives are changed?
The bottom line is, the blind men had faith to believe that Jesus could restore their sight, BUT they disobeyed his command. Many Christians are like that. They have faith to ask God for what they want, BUT after that, God’s Word is no longer pertinent. They are recipients of God’s blessings and have the promise of eternal life in heaven, but are still blind to God’s purpose for them. The conversion of a sinner is just the beginning of a great new life in Christ! 

Matthew 9:32-34

As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil. And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marveled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel. BUT the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils. 

Jesus and his disciples went back outside. A man who was dumb (couldn’t speak) and who was possessed of a demon was brought to him. Jesus cast out the demon and the man could speak.  The multitudes (apparently thousands) saw this as a sensation. They recognized that Jesus was special – from God – perhaps the Messiah! 

“BUT the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils.” These were teachers who had been proclaiming that the Messiah would soon come. They knew scripture, but because Jesus didn’t elevate them and was openly critical of their hypocrisy, they said he could not be the Messiah. The reason our Lord performed miracles was to underscore his deity – his claim of being the Messiah. Multitudes believed that it was possible BUT those who knew the scriptures best did not believe and blasphemed without cause! This leads us to the next statement of Jesus, which otherwise seems out of place.

Matthew 9:35-38

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. BUT when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.
Jesus was successful as a miracle worker and those he helped were happy about that, but very few had responded in a faith commitment to our Lord’s kingdom. Few became disciples. It is still like that today. 

What did Jesus command his disciples? Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  Jesus went about all the cities and villages preaching the gospel of the kingdom. What was the second command that he gave his disciples? Matthew 28:20: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you. In this passage, Jesus was teaching in their synagogues. That is what the synagogues were for. The Scribes and Pharisees were teaching in the synagogues, but the people were not getting fed spiritually. They read the law to the people, including those which they had made themselves. In fact, it had become a mark of distinction if one of them was credited with creating a new law or redefining an old one.

BUT when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Jesus saw the multitude as scattered sheep – scattered abroad. They were disoriented, without leadership and without fellowship. And the sheep “fainted” – they were desperate, perplex. weary of wandering and searching for spiritual food, yet not finding it.  

Jesus suddenly switched parables. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. Instead of sheep and shepherd, he compares the situation with a bountiful harvest standing in the field, ready to be gathered into the barn, but there are very few reapers. A flock of sheep would normally only have one shepherd, but the task of harvesting was too great for a few. What was the solution? Obviously the solution was more reapers, more workers! Remember what Matthew 28:20 says? Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you. That means to obey, to do!

Jesus concludes his words with a command. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. There are “multitudes” of sheep who are scattered and disoriented and they need to be brought to the Good Shepherd. And there was much fruit – a “plenteous harvest” standing in the field, but only a dozen disciples. There was an obvious need for more workers. Twelve disciples were not enough. Seventy disciples were not enough. A hundred twenty disciples who were gathered in the Upper Room at Pentecost were not enough. 

Jesus told his disciples to pray for laborers.  Two things are important to note in this command: 

1) We are to pray [ask] the Lord of the harvest. It is God’s harvest and not ours. We are just laborers. 

2) It is God who calls, sends, equips and provides for workers. And he leads them in his wisdom. 

There is a disturbing trend in North American churches today. Because churches pray for missionaries and give for their support, some of them are now saying, “The church should be in control of their missionaries.” They talk about cutting out the “middle man” i.e. mission organizations. 

That may seem like a logical move to those not directly involved in missions, but there are negative consequences in such a step. The idea behind this movement is selfish and materialistic. It is about money and control. Mission organizations should work closely with churches, but churches can not and should not be in control of what takes place on foreign soil, in a different culture and under entirely different circumstances. Churches could be more involved and better informed, but their job is making disciples and teaching them to observe all that the Lord commanded.  It is neither the church nor the mission that calls and sends laborers into the Lord’s harvest. God himself does it. Prayer is a very important  part of this process. Mission organizations oversee this work and pick qualified missionaries to provide leadership in specific ministries and fields of service.  This has worked well for centuries and God has blessed. Most importantly, it is in sync with New Testament scriptures. 
“V-12 Power”

Matthew 10:1-4
The Packard Motor Company announced its 1916 "Twin Six" luxury car, but it wasn't long before people referred to the engine as a V12.  Packard built one of the first V12 engines used in production motor cars. Motorists felt that more cylinders meant more power, but this was not always the case. More cylinders can also mean more possibilities for failure. When one cylinder fails, it usually means the end of the motor's usefulness until it is repaired.   

I counted 24 times in the NT where the disciples are simply referred to as “the twelve”. The number 12 was an important one for Jews. There were 12 tribes (what about Ephraim and Manassa?), 12 gates of Jerusalem (only Nehemiah), 12 months in a year. It is doubtful that Jesus chose 12 disciples because there were 12 tribes. Matthew says explicitly that one of the 12 was a Canaanite (Matthew 10:4). 

Verse 1

And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.
Three uses of the Lord’s gift of power are mentioned: 

1) Power to cast out unclean spirits. Most of us think immediately of demon possession, but the Greek is more explicit. Two words are uses here and the King James interprets them properly: “unclean” means exactly that. It means filthy, dirty, immoral, depraved, rotten. The second word is “spirit” and the same word is used to denote the Spirit of God, the spirit of man and evil spirits. You can see that the article is most important here. We would probably describe this usage of the word "spirits" as “depraved mind” or similar. 

You have probably seen Governor Christie’s public announcement on TV announcing a NJ program to help drug addicts get a new life. He says that these drug addicts “deserve a second chance” to be cured of this “terrible disease.” Jesus calls it like it is. 

People take drugs to get high, and they know very well that it leads to addiction and renders a person useless and a burden to society. I worked many years with drug addicts and we even had a rehabilitation center for helping addicts get free. Drug addicts could easily be described as having an unclean spirit. The same is true of the LGBTQ crowd, drunks, prostitutes and pimps, child molesters and operators of abortion clinics. They are all unclean spirits!  

Why do you suppose Jesus gave the disciples such powers? Can you name any disciples that used these powers? Peter is reported to have healed some. When Paul and Silas were in Philippi, they cast an unclean spirit out of a girl and set her free. What was the people’s response? How did they respond?
2) Power to heal sickness. This was not so dangerous, but it often placed Jesus and the apostles in the religious leaders' line of fire.  

3) Power to heal “diseases” the word should be translated Infirmities or disabilities. It refers to bodily imperfections such as lameness, blindness or the palsy. 

The Twelve
How many of you think you could name all twelve disciples from memory? I can’t either. Can anyone name six disciples? 

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.
Most can name Peter, James and John. Andrew and Thomas are mentioned elsewhere in the NT,  but nothing is known of their ministries. Oddly, nearly everyone can name Judas. 

It is interesting to note the various descriptive words associated with the disciples. Some show family relationships and others give a second name by which the disciple was known. There were two disciples named Simon and two named James. There were also two sets of brothers. Matthew is best known to us as the author of a gospel, but he introduces himself simply as “the publican”. Simon (not Simon Peter) is introduced as a Canaanite and lastly, Judas appears as the one who betrayed the Lord.

In John 1, we learn that Philip, Andrew and Peter were from Bethsaida. In the same passage, Philip introduced Nathaniel to Jesus, but the latter does not become one of the disciples. In John 6, Jesus asked Philip where they should buy bread for the multitude. Some Greeks who came to Jerusalem for the feast told Philip that they wanted to see Jesus. Philip got Andrew and they took the men to Jesus. In John 14, it was Philip who got into a dialog with Jesus about his divinity. Of course everyone knows of Judas, but half of the disciples are scarcely mentioned in the New Testament.

In Acts 6, the apostles chose seven deacons to care for the physical needs of believers.  Stephen and Philip are later found engaged in evangelism, but there is no report of any of the seven performing the ministry to which they were chosen. 

Jesus also called and sent seventy disciples, but not one of them that we know of is named in the NT. 

The Twelfth Apostle

Prior to Pentecost, Peter urged the disciples who were waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room to choose a replacement for Judas. They chose two candidates and then drew lots between them. Matthias was thus selected as the 12th disciple, but nothing is ever heard of him after that. 

Jesus instructed his disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit. To their credit, they obeyed. While they were waiting, they also prayed. That was not part of the Lord’s command, but certainly a good way to spend their time.

At some point, Peter stopped praying and concentrating on the command of the Lord. Instead of looking ahead for the coming of the Holy Spirit, he looked back on the betrayal of Jesus by Judas. He decided that they needed to choose someone to replace Judas so that there would once again be twelve apostles. 

Theologians are divided over whether this was proper. I belong to those who think they should have continued praying and waiting. Jesus himself chose the original twelve and he instructed his disciples to make disciples, but he never introduced "replacement theology."  If it had been crucial for his kingdom that there be twelve, I think Jesus would have personally chosen a replacement for Judas before his ascension into heaven or at least given the eleven instructions.  I sincerely doubt that Jesus would have expected them to choose a replacement for Judas before they had received the Holy Spirit – and by drawing straws! 

What became of the person whom the disciples chose? Matthias is never seen or heard from again. Furthermore, the other eleven Apostles died and were not replaced. Did they run out of straws? Roman Catholics believe that Peter was the first Pope and that there is a succession of Popes, but other than the New Apostles and the Mormons, few argue for a historical succession of apostles. 
Back in the early seventies, the Austrian government spent millions of Dollars building a large modern hospital in Linz solely for the treatment of drug addicts. It was a big joke among drug addicts who ridiculed the hospital’s effectiveness. 

One night a stranger came into our youth center soon after I opened the doors. I introduced myself and he said that he was “Dr. Bengerser from Nierdernhart” (the new hospital). He said that Nierdernhart was not having success so they sent him and another young doctor to America to discover what hospitals there were doing for drug addicts. He had just gotten back from his trip and gave me the results of his findings. He found few hospitals that treated addicts with any measurable success, but some church groups worked with drug addicts that were having success. Most of the churches were either Pentecostal or Baptist. He returned to Linz and checked the telephone directory to see if there were any of these churches in Linz. He couldn’t find a Pentecostal church because they use a different name in Austria, but he found a Baptist Church. He called the number and got the pastor. The pastor told him about our youth center and said that we worked with a number of addicts. As young people began filtering in, the Doctor kept meeting former patients, a couple of whom had gotten saved and shared their testimonies.

Jesus Sends Disciples

Matthew 10:5-15

 The New Testament records two occasions on which our Lord sent out disciples. Matthew 10 reports on the sending of the twelve and Luke 10 records the sending of seventy disciples. Missionaries generally use the passage in Luke 10 for their presentations. Luke 10:1-20 seems custom tailored for missionary presentations, covering the entire spectrum of modern missions:
 * Seventy missionaries are commissioned by the Lord in verse one.
 * The great need in the world and the sense of urgency for missionaries is expressed in verse two.
 * The Lord sends the seventy out into missionary service ("Go!") in verse three.
 * Verse four deals with missionary support levels and initial outfitting.
 * Verses 5 – 11 present a detailed mission strategy.
 * In verses 12 – 16, the missionaries are told what they can expect to face and how to react.
 * Finally, in verses 17 – 20, the missionaries come home on furlough and report to the Home Board, where they get a debriefing.
 * Luke concludes the missions challenge in verse 17 with the happy ending that people, especially Americans, delight in. The disciples return rejoicing and victorious!
 
 Matthew skips the happy ending and adds 25 extremely uncomfortable verses. It's no wonder missionaries prefer to use the text in Luke 10! (Read Matthew 10:5-15!)


These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence. And when ye come into an house, salute it. And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city. (Matthew 10:5-15)

Persecution Part I

Matthew 10:16-27
Last time our Bible Study was about the sending of disciples. Tonight we will learn about some of the dangers and uncomfortable situations associated with being a Christian. 

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. (Matthew 10:15-16)

1) Christians are different – sheep, not wolves (v.16). 
But all Christians were born as wolves! Because sheep are rather helpless creatures, many people tend to think that wolves are superior to sheep. This is the underlying motivation for persecution. Wolves believe sincerely that they need to be violent in order to get what they want. Sheep, however, are totally dependant upon their shepherd. ISIS is not a very big organization, but it perpetrates atrocities in order to instill fear in others.  Quote: II Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  Having established this fact, Jesus gives us a “therefore”. Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. That sounds like a contradiction, does it not? He doesn’t say that we should be sneaky or willing servants of Satan as in the Garden of Eden. But of all created members of the animal kingdom, the serpent was special. Genesis 3:1 says, Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. Subtle means crafty or creative!  
When we share the gospel with others we need to think, prepare and deliberate prayerfully what we should say. We need to prepare Bible Studies and sermons, but should also think about ways to witness. When we began raising Seeing Eye Dogs, we discovered that many people respond favorably and commend us on this work. But many of the same people say, “I couldn’t do that.” We found this to be a perfect opening to witness. How often do you hear someone use God’s name in swearing? Have you even thought about how you could respond? We need to be clever, crafty, or creative as the serpent and yet harmless as the dove. 

2) Beware of Men (v. 17-18)

Many Christians believe that they don’t need to share the gospel verbally. If they just act like Christians, they try to be nice, helpful, loving and kind. In doing this, they believe that they are sharing the gospel. That is called “the social gospel.” I would not advise anyone to try that tactic on wolves or other wild animals. You won’t convert them by being nice, but they may convert you into a delicious meal! 

Wicked men hate Christians who share the truth and expose evil. It is not the Christian’s works that they hate, but their words – the gospel – the truth. They may seek to use legitimate power structures such as government and religious institutions to silence us, but they normally use the same mechanisms that we use; words. They use them in accusations or as insults and we use words defensively. It is important that we seriously ponder what would be pleasing to God before speaking.  Allow the Holy Spirit to speak through you. I often hear people in prayer meetings telling God how great and wonderful he is, but what pleases God most is when we tell others. The simplest form of witnessing is telling others what we think of God, have learned from or experienced with him. 
Musically gifted persons are often asked to sing or play instruments in church and that is normal.  Some give a brief “testimony” before their performance (I purposely chose that word). Their testimony may be an attempt to assure listeners that they are only singing or making music to the glory of God, but the real purpose is obvious to others. They want to impress.  
The second stage of persecution is physical (v. 21-22). When the truth hurts – gets too close or uncomfortable, evil men react in hatred. Recently there have been hate attacks against Jewish cemeteries. Physical persecution of tombstones is the least one can expect. Usually, it turns bloody and even cruel. It pits relatives against relatives. And hatred spreads like an infectious disease until everyone is affected. Verse 22 says, he that endureth to the end shall be saved. Often, the end is death, but that is usually better than a long, drawn-out physical persecution and torture. The book, Fox’s Book of Martyrs should be required reading for all believers.

3)  But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? (23-25)
Fleeing persecution is not always possible, but it is often permissible (vs. 23-25).  God even uses persecution to spread the gospel. When Anabaptist Christians were burned at the stake or drowned  and their Bible burned by the Roman Catholic Church in the 1500s, these groups grew even faster. If evil men persecuted Christ, should we expect better treatment?

I am well aware of the danger of Muslim terrorists entering our nation as refugees and perpetrating their evil acts. But we should pray for those who are being persecuted and for the salvation of the persecutors. 

Many refugees are just looking for greener pastures. God can also use this to place people where they hear the gospel. We worked with refugees from many lands who landed in Austrian refugee camps.  There were many fakes and greedy people among their number, but some were saved. Several studied in our Bible Institute and are serving as pastors and missionaries (Arben from Albania). 

Muslims who flee war-torn territories and atrocities perpetrated in the name of Allah, become disenchanted with Islam. Samer A. has seen quite a number come to Christ and many more are open to the gospel. In his most recent newsletter he told of a vibrant Christian refugee who was deported from America because no one would sponsor him. 

We toured the biblical places in Turkey just before retiring to America in 2002. We purposely went to investigate the possibility of sending Avant missionaries. Convinced that this was the case, we shared this burden with mission management. We were thrilled to learn in September, 2016, that there are 335 Avant missionaries serving in dozens of countries around the world.  The second highest concentration of workers is in Turkey that is 99% Muslim!

To be continued after the mission conference??? (we are getting an interim Pastor)
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Persecution, Part II

Matthew 10:28-39
This passage reminds me of computer language. It is very logical but tends to confuse us. There are many IF/THEN statements. When I got my first computer back in 1982, I soon took it back to the store and told the clerk that I wanted to return it. He asked what the problem was and I said, “I get frustrated with it because I can’t make it do what I want and bought it for.” He took the time to explain some basics about computers. “They just deal with logic,” he said. The bookkeeping program that I purchased just tries to process what I type into the keyboard.  I can’t assume that it knows anything at all.  I had to “set up” the program and after that everything worked fine. 

Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.
The word “fear” appears four times in verses 26-28. The Greek word is phobea. The idea is something that deters you from continuing whatever you are doing because something bad could happen. We are not to fear them, but rather to fear him. Who is indicated by “him”? James 4:12; Hebrews 2:14. Note also that a different word is used here. Matthew first uses the word “kill” which means death or to cease existence. We are to fear him who can “destroy both body and soul in hell.” The Greek here is apolummi, which means total loss.

Verses 29-31 mention a coin and a bird. The Farthing was the smallest Roman coin equivalent to our penny. You could buy two sparrows for that much money! What would a person do with two sparrows? We have a bird feeder and lots of sparrows come regularly. But we actually put up the feeder to attract other birds. We put up bluebird houses but the sparrows take over.  Not one sparrow dies without the knowledge of our heavenly Father. And we are worth more than many sparrows! God knows how many feathers are on each sparrow, but he also knows how many hairs are on each of our heads. 

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 
Verses 32-33

If we are important enough for God to count our hairs, how could we ever deny him before men?  Yet many who call themselves Christians deny him repeatedly. They seek recognition of men and in order to gain it, they deny Christ. Peter did this at the crucifixion because he feared for his life, but many deny God for even trivial reasons. When my brother Dave joined the Army, he was assigned a bed and a closet for his stuff. He immediately laid his Bible on the bed.  He said once people knew he was a Christian, he would have to live the life. 

Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 34-39
I am so thankful for being born into a Christian home. That makes me more indebted to God, but I am also more blessed than many. Accepting Christ as Lord can cost a person dearly – even his or her life. 
Next week:

He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 40-42
The Blessings of Serving

He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. Matthew 10:40-42
These verses are an amazing paradox of Christianity. Before the mission conference, we had many sign-up sheets in the lobby. Those who signed up to serve meals or host missionaries were the greatest recipients of blessing. We are called to serve and by serving, we become the recipients of God’s blessings. If you ever hear a missionary seeking sympathy or acting like a martyr, pray for his spiritual condition. After four decades of missions we can verify this passage.  

On the Sunday before our departure for Europe, a kid from Sunday School broke his piggy bank and gave us the contents. Years later, he was Chairman of the Mission Committee and he served as a trustee of this church. When the Lord laid the founding of a Bible Institute on our hearts, we first shared this with a church in Northville, NY. After the service, a little girl gave us the first gift, 25 cents. In her teen years, she came to Austria twice as a summer worker. After graduation from Bible College, she joined Avant and went to the Czech Republic as a missionary.

When we started ministry in Austria, a young man named Len Muggeridge from England came to help in our summer camps. He returned summer after summer, later with his wife Silvia. We soon learned that Len’s father was famous in England and even internationally. 

Malcolm Muggerige was a well-known foreign correspondent, journalist, author, radio and television personality similar to America’s Lowell Thomas, Edward R. Murrow or Paul Harvey. 
Born in 1903, Malcolm Muggeridge became one of the most notable figures of the twentieth century. In 1966 he called himself a "religious maniac without a religion". He declared, "I am enchanted by a religion I cannot believe… I don't believe in the resurrection of Christ, I don't believe that he was the son of God in a Christian sense." When he worked with BBC, he became notorious as a groper of female employees. 
When Len was converted and applied to London Bible College, his famous father told him that he was an embarrassment and should not expect financial assistance. Len graduated and got a job as a German teacher in the public school. 

In August, 1969, we decided to visit good friends from Bob Jones University in Scotland. Becky was not yet two months old. We packed our little Renault and drove more than 2,000 kilometers to Eyemouth, Scotland, where Ken and Kathy Bender had established a small church. We also looked forward to a surprise visit with our other friends in England, Len and Sylvia Muggeridge. 

Shortly before our trip to Scotland, Malcolm Muggeridge startled the British nation with the announcement of his conversion to Christ! He was the keynote speaker at the Edinburgh Festival and gave a clear testimony of his faith, blasting the rampant immorality in Great Britain. We heard the speech on our car radio and were eager to discover what Len would have to say about his father's conversion (Malcolm Muggeridge wrote several books after his conversion, including, Jesus Rediscovered, Christ and the Media, Something Beautiful for God and his multi-volume autobiography, Chronicles of Wasted Time). 

After crossing the English Channel and arriving in Dover, we realized with dismay, that we had not brought Len and Sylvia's address with us. We couldn't even recall the name of their town, so planned to call missionary colleagues in Austria to get the information after we arrived. We could still visit them on the return trip.

On Sunday, we attended the morning worship service in Benders' church but they had not yet begun evening services, so they took us to a church about twenty miles distant. Ken introduced us to the Pastor, who greeted us from the pulpit.

Following the service, a couple walked up behind us and tapped me on the shoulder; I turned and could scarcely believe my eyes!  There stood Len and Sylvia! "What on earth are you doing here?" we exclaimed in unison. 

We told them about the purpose of our trip and how we forgot their address. They would not have been home if we had stopped to see them on the trip north or on the return trip. Len and Silvia explained that they had seen much of Europe, but had never been to Scotland. With no definite plans or reservations, they found someone to care for their children and simply drove until they were tired. They found a bed & breakfast and decided to take an evening stroll through the town. They saw a lady carrying a Bible and followed her to the church.  The big surprise came when the pastor introduced special guests from Austria!

Before we parted company, Len and Silvia insisted that we stay in their apartment on the return trip to save motel costs. They gave us the keys and told us where to find clean bed-sheets! We could give the keys to their neighbor when we left.

He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. Matthew 10:40-42
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