How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a strange land?

Psalm 137:1-6  By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a strange land? If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 

Israel was a great kingdom under Solomon, but that was many years ago. Now the Jews had become captives and slaves of wicked Babylon and there was little to rejoice in. After a long, hard day of slave labor, the Babylonian slave masters demanded that they go get their instruments and give them a concert. They wanted to hear some of their happy music, like spirituals about Jerusalem, heaven and their religion.

There are many ways to define slavery, but my own definition is simple. Slavery as that which robs people of their humanity.

God created all that exists; lifeless matter, plants, animals and humans. Humans were created different from all other forms of life in that they were created in the image of their Creator. We have the ability to think and act independently and voluntarily, to make choices and to be creative. People are made slaves by robbing them of their freedoms. Their time no longer belongs to them and they have few choices in life.  

When we lived and worked in Europe, we often heard accusations against Americans for their treatment of the Indians or “Native Americans” and for enslaving “African Americans.” I always responded by saying, “Yes those Europeans were not very nice!” That always prompted a surprised look and I had to remind the Europeans that it was their forefathers who sailed to the new continent to build their colonies. They are the ones who took land away from the natives and banned them to live on reservations. It was Europeans who sailed to Africa to capture black Africans, selling them to the European immigrants to North America as slaves. 

For centuries before America was discovered, approximately three fourths of all Europeans were peasants, and most of the rest were handworkers or tradesmen. A privileged few made up the elite ruling classes. These were primarily of royal lineage or members of the clergy. Peasants could own no property and their children were denied the opportunity to get an education. While their masters lived in luxurious palaces, castles and monastaries, the peasants cut their firewood, cared for their animals and tilled their soil. In essence, the peasants were slaves.

The reformation brought little relief for the peasant class, but the translation of God’s Word into the language of the people eventually opened small doors of opportunity for the common people to hear and learn from God’s Word. This awakened an intense desire to learn more. 

The first settlers in America were from the upper classes, determined to establish colonies for their king and the church, but they were ill prepared for the hardships that they faced in the new world. Most died of cold, disease, starvation, attacks by wild animals and battles with native tribes. When this news hit Europe, fewer people showed a willingness to risk their own lives and those of their families for the mother church and nation. It was also obvious that a hardier class of people was needed to settle this wild territory. The next wave of settlers in North America was mainly composed of religious refugees; Quakers, Anabaptists and other persecuted minorities. Peasants too were permitted to join the migration who would hopefully help to found colonies for their homelands. The greatest aspiration of these, however, was gaining freedom.

A majority of those who lived in America when the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution were written and signed, were Christians who had lived through religious persecution and peasant slavery in Europe. They were determined that this would not happen in America. By 1800, many of the colonists and settlers were willingly and joyously singing “the Lord’s song in a strange land.”

December 6, 2017, 240 years later:
Masterpiece Cakeshop, Ltd v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission
The Supreme Court began hearings yesterday to determine whether a Colorado baker named Jack Phillips had discriminated against a gay couple, Charlie Craig and David Mullins, when he declined to bake a custom wedding cake for their wedding back in July, 2012. Phillips told the couple that he would make a cake but could not decorate it to promote same-sex marriage due to his religious beliefs.

The case – Masterpiece Cakeshop, Ltd v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission – asks the high court to balance the religious rights of the baker against the couple’s right to equal treatment under the law. Similar disputes have popped up across the U.S.

TIMELINE:

July 2012

Jack Phillips, the owner of Masterpiece Cakeshop, informed a gay couple that he did not make cakes for same-sex weddings and celebrations due to his religious beliefs.

The ACLU of Colorado represented the same-sex couple in a complaint against Phillips.

December 2013

Judge Robert Spencer of the Colorado Office of Administrative Courts decided — in line with the Colorado Civil Rights Division (CCRD) — that the bakeshop had violated a Colorado law which prohibits businesses from refusing service due to a person’s sexual orientation.

Masterpiece Cakeshop appealed the decision.

May 2014

The Colorado Civil Rights Commission decided at a public hearing that Masterpiece had violated Colorado's Anti-Discrimination Act, or CADA.

Newspaper headlines reported death threats against Phillips, who was ordered to change the company policies as well as offer “comprehensive staff training” to employees. The cake shop was also required to provide quarterly reports about how it handled prospective customers.

August 2015

The Colorado Court of Appeals ruled that Phillips cannot cite his religious beliefs in his refusal to provide a service to same-sex couples. With the ruling, Phillips could face a penalty if he continues to deny wedding cakes to same-sex couples.

April 2016

The Colorado Supreme Court declined to hear an appeal from Phillips.

July 2016

On behalf of Phillips, the Alliance Defending Freedom, a conservative legal nonprofit, petitioned the Supreme Court to hear the case. “We are asking the U.S. Supreme Court to ensure that government understands that its duty is to protect the people’s freedom to follow their beliefs personally and professionally, not force them to violate those beliefs as the price of earning a living,” ADF senior counsel Jeremy Tedesco said in a statement at the time.

June 2017

The Supreme Court agreed to consider the case during its next term, which began in the fall.

December 2017

The Supreme Court took up the case on Tuesday, December 5, 2017. The justices first hear oral arguments and the court’s decision is scheduled to be announced in June 2018.

CIVIL WAR 

In 1860, Abraham Lincoln won the Presidency on the Republican party ticket by a wide margin. A major part of his platform was the promise to fight and eventually abolish slavery. The Civil War was fought from Spring 1861 until Spring 1865 (4 years). Roughly 1,264,000 American soldiers have died in all our nation's wars -620,000, or about half of them died in the Civil War with the goal of ending slavery.

CIVIL WAR IN REVERSE

The battle that is being staged in the US Supreme Court is not about civil rights. It is about taking away civil rights from Bible believing Christians. When a group or class of people is forced to do and express what they believe is wrong and forbidden based upon their religious convictions, we have slavery. There is no equality involved in a decision that creates “lords and slaves” based on religious beliefs. 

There is not a shred of scientific evidence, history or even simple common sense that supports gay marriage. All that is on the side of God’s Word. Colorado's Anti-Discrimination Act was not formed to stop discrimination by any other group. It is aimed only at Christians. 

HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND?

Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof. O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones. Psalm 137:7-9

Matthew 5:10-12  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

38-39:  Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 

43-44:  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you. 

What is the opposite of slavery? Freedom.  John 8:36: If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. Christians should seek the salvation of their enemies, not their destruction. Evil men have always hated the Godly, but too often, believers have also hated the ungodly. Jesus suffered and died for us while we were yet sinners. 

If our government takes away the freedoms that our forefathers fought and died for, we too will find it difficult to sing happy songs to our captors. But hopefully, we will not yearn to dash their little ones against the rocks, but rather seek their salvation.

