
SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD and SEVEN DISPENSATIONS

GOD'S PLAN FOR THIS WORLD
I developed a graphical representation of God's overall plan for this earth in seven dispensations based on the form of the Menorah back in the early eighties. I realize that dispensationalism is not taught in the Bible, but I find it helpful in understanding the Bible and God's workings in this world. Chapter and verse divisions in the Bible are also human inventions, but most Bible students find them useful. 

God gave Moses the explicit design for the tabernacle and its furnishings in Exodus 25-27. Six verses are devoted to the ark of the covenants, another six to the mercy seat with cherubim and six to the table. Eight verses pertain to the altar, but ten verses are devoted to the lamp stand or Menorah. Exodus 25:40 says that God also showed Moses a model of the Menorah.

There is a perfect symmetry and beauty in the Menorah that cannot be recognized in my crude graphic (below). The smooth, clean lines and masterpiece of pure gold must have been breathtaking to behold! 

I don't know of anyone who has used the Menorah in conjunction with dispensational teaching, nor do I know of anyone who has attempted to compare the 7 parables of Matthew 13, the 7 letters to the churches in Revelation 2-3 and church history. I just hope and pray that this study may be as helpful to others as it has been for me.  

The "Seven Spirits of God"

There are four references in Revelation to "the seven spirits of God" (1:4, 3:1; 4:5 and 5:6). In researching this puzzling expression, I found several opinions in commentaries, but none of them seemed satisfactory. I got out my concordance and did a study of the word "spirit" in its various uses. I discovered that Isaiah 11:2 is the only other place in scripture that mentions multiple spirits of the Lord. One German commentary said that the prophet Isaiah was likely using the temple Menorah as an object lesson. I became confident that Jewish Christians also had this imagery before their eyes, and perhaps Isaiah 11:2 as well, when they read what John wrote in Revelation two and three.  

Below are two depictions, one showing the "seven spirits" of Isaiah 11:2 and the other showing the 7 dispensations. I explain them below.
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The Menorah shows balance and harmony, aptly depicting God's plan for the world. The central pillar that supports the Menorah is Jesus Christ. The Menorah was fed by pure olive oil that flowed by gravity from a vessel to the central pillar and from there through the outstretched arms to the individual lamps. Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. Isaiah 11:2 speaks of "the spirit of the LORD" and of three spirit pairs. 

GOD'S PLAN FOR THIS WORLD
The Bible clearly shows that God has an orderly plan for this world, from creation through the millennial kingdom. God created man in HIS image and that includes a free will. Man is capable of making his own choices. He doesn't just react to environmental influences like plants, or function according to instinct as animals. God could have created a marionette, but he wants man to choose to love and serve him and to desire fellowship with him.

From the Garden of Eden to the Millennial kingdom, world history is all about gathering a people that chooses God. Of course God chose us first. "We love him because he first loved us." He chose us in creation by creating us in his image. Israel is his chosen people, but as Paul wrote in Romans 9, not all Jews are saved. When we read the epistles, it becomes clear that not all in the church are true believers. The kingdom parables of Matthew 13 and letters to the seven churches in Revelation also bear this out. Tares grow alongside wheat until the harvest. There were few faithful left in the church of Laodicea. 

As history unfolds, it seems to fall into natural segments that I and others call dispensations. My dictionary defines a dispensation as "a divine ordering of worldly affairs." We recognize God's working in the world in seven distinct historical periods or dispensations. 

The  primary focus of this study will be on a comparison of the parables in Matthew 13, the letters to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3, and Church history. But I will also make reference to Isaiah 11:2 and the seven dispensations, so I need to explain these first. I will first deal with Isaiah 11:2.
"THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD"
As already stated, the expression, "seven spirits of God" appears four times in Revelation 1 - 5. Isaiah 11:2 also speaks of multiple spirits of the Lord. "And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD."
It is clear to me that the readers and hearers of this prophecy pictured the Menorah in their minds as they read or listened to Isaiah 11:2. I don't think I am forcing the issue when I state that these 7 spirits correspond well to God's plan for the world.

THE CENTRAL PILLAR: #4
Isaiah begins by mentioning the most important Spirit, "the spirit of the LORD." I see this represented as the center pillar which supports the Menorah. From creation to the end of the millennium, it is all about Jesus Christ. The Old Testament looks forward to Christ and we now look back on the cross. 
God became flesh and lived among men. The Lord's crucifixion and resurrection mark the center of all history. Jesus is the central focal point of history; he is the "alpha and the omega," "the author and finisher of our faith" (Hebrews 12:2). 
The whole purpose of his coming was to die for us! For God so loved the world! He came to seek and to save that which was lost. He is seeking a bride, people who CHOOSE to have fellowship with him, who willingly love and serve him forever. This is the primary aspect of all seven dispensations.
Isaiah then names three pairs of spirits for a total of seven. 
THE OUTER PAIR: #1 & #7, WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING

We were created for fellowship with God. Genesis 1:26 "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness"  

During the first dispensation, God and man lived in perfect harmony. It was the ultimate kingdom of God. Certainly we can associate life in paradise with the spirit of wisdom. God in his great wisdom planned for all to enjoy his fellowship forever. We have no idea how long this paradise lasted, but when Adam and Eve sinned, it came to an abrupt and tragic end (Gen.3:8). 

"Wisdom and understanding" appear together in the Bible 110 times. It usually refers to God-given creative ability. Just as God created the world and everything in it, man is also creative. The potential of man in fellowship with God is unlimited in both paradise (1st dispensation) and in the millennial age (7th dispensation). In the final biblical reference, Revelation 13:18, these spirits are needed to recognize the number of the beast.
In the book of Proverbs, "Wisdom" is synonymous with God's Word and "Understanding" is synonymous to "Faith." Each of these words appears 54 times, often together! Proverbs 3:19 reads, "The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens."  Proverbs 2:2 says, "So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding." See also: John 1:1-14 and Hebrews 12:2. 
The relationship between God and man in Eden and during the millennial kingdom are optimal. Not even Moses enjoyed that kind of an on-going relationship with God. There is one difference, however, between life in the Garden of Eden and during the millennial kingdom. Those who reign with Christ for a thousand years have the spirit of understanding. They are the ransomed of all ages. Like Adam and Eve, however, those born during the thousand years have not yet been tempted and therefore do not have the spirit of understanding.
THE SECOND PAIR:  #2 & #6, COUNSEL AND MIGHT
After sin entered the world, God put up barriers and set limitations to man's wisdom and understanding. The tree of life became off limits and an angel guarded the entrance to paradise with a flaming sword. A new dispensation of conscience and judgment began in which "men did evil in the sight of the LORD" until they were punished. Cain killed his brother Abel. The wickedness of man increased in all the earth until God sent a flood to judge the world. Soon after that the people of Babylon tried to build a tower that reached into heaven so God confused their language. 
I call the second epoch a dispensation of conscience characterized by counsel and might. God sought and found upright individuals like Job, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, certain judges and prophets, whose hearts were turned toward God. He spoke to others through these God-fearing men and women. Some responded to the spirit of counsel, but most repented only after experiencing dire consequences by the mighty hand of the LORD. When they cried out to God for help, he heard them. 
"There was no king in Israel, and the people did that which was right in their own eyes" (Judges 21:25). Before Moses, no scriptures were available and there were few prophets. But man was created with a conscience and God sought those who desired righteousness and hated wickedness for his kingdom.  
The sixth dispensation is a mirror of the second. The church will have been removed (II Thessalonians 2:7) and haters of the Bible will doubtlessly destroy every copy they can find. During the seven years of tribulation, God will send two witnesses, giving them power over their enemies (Rev. 11:1-13). Verse 4 reads: "These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth"  ("Spirit of Counsel and of might"). God continues to seek a people for his name even in the midst of tribulation. When people experience the mighty power of God during the tribulation period, some will cry out to God and be saved. 
THE THIRD PAIR:  #3 & #5, KNOWLEDGE AND FEAR OF THE LORD
In the third dispensation, God presents his law, promising to bless obedience but send war, pestilence and other calamities on the children of disobedience. He is still seeking a people for his name's sake, and those who choose him become his chosen people - with certain conditional and unconditional promises. 

God's chosen people demand a king in order to be like the rest of the world. In doing so they reject God's counsel and insist on "doing it their way." They think they know better. Because few of their kings follow the Lord faithfully, God's people are torn between serving God or man, between head knowledge and heart knowledge ("fear of the LORD"). 
"When the fullness of time was come, God sent forth his Son…"  The nation of Israel had been taught that a Messiah was coming and was in a state of expectancy (Luke 3:15). When Jesus was born, however, few were prepared for a personal Savior. They expected a king, who would give them what they wanted. They rejected the Son of God, who came to bring them what they really needed. He was crucified because he didn't meet their expectations.

The fifth dispensation is the dispensation of grace, in many ways a reverse image of the third dispensation of law. Jesus, Paul and others spoke of this "mystery" period in God's plan (Mark 4:11; Romans 11:25; Ephesians 3:1-13; 5:32; Colossians 1:26-27; 6:21). 
God seeks a people for his name, but unlike with Israel, he demands total submission and promises afflictions and persecution for faithfulness - along with his joy, peace and fellowship. God's grace is not earned, but "His grace is sufficient." Our knowledge is based on faith and our faith is anchored in the spirit of fear (reverence, respect) of the LORD. Assurance of salvation comes from our relationship with God, and not from our works or head knowledge.
Paul said that the law was like a school master. The "children" of Israel were treated as such. They didn't have the Bible and information we have today. Parents cater to the wishes of little children, but as they grow, they should gain knowledge and respect for their parents. 
God expects much more of those who choose his kingdom today. We have the entire Bible and the Holy Spirit, which guides us in all truth (John 16:13). Every Christian today has more knowledge than the most brilliant and learned Rabbi of Jesus day. If we do not fear the Lord, we are without excuse and judgment is certain.

There are some in the church, however, who don't belong. There are even false teachers (I John 2:18-19; 4:1). 
Those who fear God are saved by grace, not by works of the law! In Christ and only in Christ are knowledge and grace united to bring us salvation. The spirit of knowledge and the spirit of the fear of the LORD assure us that we are children of God (Romans 8:14-17 and 31-39). Christ's church (John 13:35) is given a holy commission -- the salvation of the lost (Matthew 18:11 and II Cor.4:3). The author of Hebrews concludes chapter 12, "Wherefore we, receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming fire." 

The gathering of a people for God's kingdom.

Only two people enjoyed fellowship with God in the first dispensation which concluded in disgrace. 
In the second dispensation, the number was multiplied, but concluded with Israel demanding and getting a king "like the heathen nations."
There were perhaps millions who served God faithfully in the third dispensation, but this ended with 400 "silent years" in which there was no prophet, and spiritual leaders became split into power-hungry, egoistic, hypocritical sects. 
The fourth dispensation began with the birth of Christ accompanied by an army of angels. When Jesus began his ministry, multitudes soon followed him and everyone was talking about his miracles. After Christ's crucifixion, resurrection and ascension into heaven, The fourth dispensation ended with 120 faithful disciples praying in an upper room somewhere in Jerusalem. 
The fifth dispensation, the one in which we are now living, began at Pentecost, when 3000 were saved, baptized and added to the church of Jerusalem. As the multiplication process continued, more churches were established and Christianity spread throughout the then known world. There are more than two billion professing Christians around the world today. 

As the number of Christians increases, the quality of relationships decreases. Already in the Old Testament, we read repeatedly of a faithful remnant. Both the seven parables in Matthew 13 and the letters to seven churches in Revelation show the church in this world. It is a mixed bunch of both faithful and counterfeit Christians. The letters to Sardus and Laodicea indicate dead or dying churches of the last days, lukewarm and lacking vibrant faith. Our study will show that not all who belong to the earthly church belong to the eternal kingdom of God. 
God continues to seek people for his kingdom in the sixth dispensation. After the rapture and during the seven years of tribulation, God has two witnesses, but the Bible gives us little idea of the reaction to their message (Rev.11:3-12). We can only assume that there are those who respond in the midst of such terrible carnage and suffering. 
In the final seventh dispensation, the saved of all ages and from all nations are gathered together for the wedding feast of the Lamb, when the "second Adam" (Christ) receives his "bride" (the church). Jesus Christ will rule his kingdom and we shall reign with him for a thousand years.
The last dispensation is similar to the first, in that Satan is out of the picture and the LORD is on the throne. This period can certainly be described as a time of understanding. Life with the King of Kings and Lord of Lords could not be better. But this period also comes to an end. Many who are born during this period have never experienced temptation. Satan will be released for a season to tempt and test these individuals. Although the final tally is not given in scripture, we can assume that the results would be similar to those in other dispensations. Like Adam and Eve in the first dispensation, many will forsake understanding and succumb to Satan's temptation. They will be condemned to spend eternity in the lake of fire together with the one they chose to follow. 

Isaiah describes what happens next. "For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind... The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD" 
(Isa.65:17 and 25). "Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." (compare II Peter 3:13) The faithful are eternally saved for fellowship with God!
All true believers of all ages have the same ultimate destination - eternal life in heaven with Christ! All things will become new! God created this world in just six days and in spite of man's destructive ways over the millenniums, it is still beautiful! The seventh dispensation (millennial rule of Christ) is strikingly similar to the seventh day when God and his creation rested. 

But our LORD has been preparing an eternal home for us - an eighth dispensation - and it is apparently not finished yet!

I give a couple of concluding thoughts here. 
Throughout history, God seeks a people for his name. Three conditions must be met for establishing fellowship with God and no human being can meet these conditions without God's working in us.

1. We must desire fellowship with God. He created us in his image, with a free will to choose. God respects our will and doesn't force us to love him. But natural man doesn't seek fellowship with God, nor can he create that desire. If God did not take the first step, sending his Son to die for us, reaching out to us through his Word and sending messengers to declare his salvation, nothing could save us. "We love him because he first loved us."
2. "We must be holy, for God is holy" (I Peter 1:16). But all have sinned and no one can make himself holy. Only God can do that. God can and will not have fellowship with those who live for themselves or the world. No matter how much we may desire fellowship with God, he will only have fellowship with us if we give ourselves as a living sacrifice to him.

3. We must die. Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." (John 12:24)  Paul wrote, "Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him." (Romans 6:4-8)  "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure" (Philippians 2:13).  

Adam and Eve sinned when they believed Satan's lie that they would become like God. We read in the book of Judges that Israel rejected God as ruler and insisted upon a king like the heathen nations (I Sam.8). The demise of Israel as a nation came after it rejected God and ultimately, the Savior he sent to redeem them. In the end of the age in which we live, the church becomes more like the world. 

During the temptation of Christ, Satan offered Jesus all the power of this world, if he would only worship him (Luke 4:6). Jesus sought counsel in the scriptures and refused Satan's offer. He came through the temptations in the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:14) and he also gave his disciples power over their enemies through the Holy Spirit (Luke 10:19). The Holy Spirit gives power and boldness to evangelize the lost and reprove brethren living in sin. 
There will be a sorting out and sifting of those who are faithful to Christ and those who follow Satan. The latter will be cast into the lake of fire for ever and ever.

Seven Parables
Seven Churches
Church History (5th Dispensation)
	The Sower - Matthew 13:1-
	Ephesus - Revelation 2:1-7
	Early Church

	The Wheat and Tares
	Smyrna - Revelation 2:8-11
	First apostasy and Persecution

	The Mustard Seed
	Pergamus - Revelation 2:12-17
	State Church and Church State

	The Leaven and 3 Measures of Dough
	Thyatira - Revelation 2:18-
	Expansion and Spread 

	The Treasure in the Field
	Sardus - Revelation 3:1-
	Reformation 

	The Pearl of Great Price
	Philadelphia
	Persecuted Christians

	The Fish Net
	Laodicea
	Church in the Last Days
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