Images of the Creator

THE GREAT COMMISSION IS OURS!
(Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-17; Luke 24:47; John 20:21 and Acts 1:8) 

There are many races, nationalities and languages, but there is only one God and one plan for the salvation of man. We are entrusted with spreading the good news – the message of salvation – all over the world. 

That may seem to be an impossible task when one considers all the obstacles we have to deal with. We might be tempted to ask if it was fair of Jesus to entrust us with the task of world evangelism! Consider the following: 
· John the Baptist, the 12 and the 70 disciples prepared the way for Jesus, but who prepares the way for us? 

· According to Luke 3:15, the entire nation of Israel anticipated the coming of Christ. Today, people laugh at the silly idea. Some even accuse us of using this as an excuse for not protecting the environment and wasting natural resources. 

· Two thousand years ago, the name "Jesus" was common. The very mention of the name of Jesus today (except in cursing) evokes ridicule. 

· In Jesus' day, the people heard him gladly and multitudes went to great trouble to find him. Today, people prefer to sit in their recliners and watch sports on big-screen TVs. They are more interested in the Sahara sand than what God has to say. 

· Jesus performed many miracles, healing the blind, deaf, crippled and diseased. He turned water into wine and fed the multitudes with just a few loaves and fish. There are still needy people today, but where are the miracles? 

· The people who experienced miracles in the New Testament were told not to tell anyone, but we are asked to tell everybody about Jesus and his miracles, even though we can’t show them any convincing examples. 

· Jesus never left his homeland except for a brief trip to Egypt as a baby. He never had to learn a foreign language or culture. The disciples were sent only to the Jews. At Pentecost, God performed a miracle so that foreigners understood what the apostles were saying in their own dialects. But we are supposed to go into all the world, learn new languages and cultures, and explain all this to anyone who will hear.

· The people who heard Peter preach the gospel at Pentecost were convicted in their hearts and asked Peter what they needed to do in order to be saved - before he had a chance to tell them! Over three thousand were saved and baptized that day and multitudes of others in the days following (Acts 2:41+47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:1+7 and 9:31). When we preach the gospel today, listeners yawn and look at their wristwatches! 

· The early believers were called Christians in ridicule, but they didn’t need to be ashamed of that name. Today, millions of people claim to be Christians who live godlessly and we try to explain the difference. 
· Christianity has gotten a bad rap. First there were the crusades, then the bloody reformation and counter-reformation. Today Christianity is split into a million sects and splinter groups, all claiming to be the one true religion. 

· Most of the Apostles died a martyr's death. Today, clergymen are more likely to make headlines for their involvement in immoral acts, for improper handling of money and misuse of their influence.  

· In New Testament times nearly everyone believed in creation, heaven and hell; that marriage was a union between one man and one woman, that children were a gift of God and that the Ten Commandments should be revered. Today, anyone who believes these things is called a religious extremist. Preaching what the Bible says about homosexuality is now a “hate crime” punishable by law.

All these obstacles and the feverish attempts of Satan to stop us from obeying the Great Commission only serve to make the work of God greater! 
The simple sharing of the gospel suffices! We may need to illustrate it and make it understandable, but we don’t have to be great theologians. Our own conversion story can suffice. It is not our job to save or convert people to Christ. We are only to be witnesses and share the gospel. The Holy Spirit and God's Word do the rest. A newborn baby has no experience, but it lets everyone around know that he or she is alive! It is no secret that newborn babes in Christ lead more people to salvation than older Christians.

I Corinthians 1:21  For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.
Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.
We had a printing ministry in Austria and printed Bible portions and Bible study materials that were smuggled into Eastern Europe. The Communists claimed that there was no God and that the Bible was just a bunch of fairy tales, but they were deathly afraid of it! Vehicles were searched and even taken apart as border guards sought hidden Bibles.
Worthless money is never counterfeited. Satan does all in his power to counterfeit, distort and adulterate truth, but God is still at work and his Word gets results. Faithful servants are seeing a harvest of souls in places and situations that would seem impossible to most. 

Jesus sends his disciples forth to preach the gospel -- "as lambs among the wolves" (Luke 10:3). Yes, you read it right! The disciples not only returned, but they returned victorious and jubilant (verse 17)! 
(http://www.rvharvey.org/d-lambs_wolves.htm) 
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