Seven Good Years 
We opened the Austrian Bible Institute in the Fall of 1984 and experienced steady growth for seven years. After only three years of operation, the Bible Institute had become financially independent of the mission. I believed that it was time to consider purchasing and other members of our School Board agreed.

I approached the Director of the mining company that owned the campus we were leasing. I explained that we would soon need to expand and that would mean looking for another property or purchasing the one we were presently renting. To my surprise, the Director indicated that they would be willing to sell it to us for the market value of the land alone! 

The Mayor of Ampflwang heard that we were contemplating a purchase and approached me about a second possibility. A large, modern hotel that had been built for camps, retreats and conferences was for sale and he believed that we could get it for about half a million Dollars (6 million Austrian Schillings). I arranged with the owners for our Board to look at the property when they came for an Executive Committee meeting on January 27, 1990. All were impressed and the consensus was that we should seriously consider buying it if we could get it for 4 to 5 million ($350,000 – 440,000). I repeated what the Mayor had said, "We could probably get it for 6 million ($520,000). I was asked to investigate and reported back that they were asking 7 million. The asking price is always where one begins negotiations. There were none. 

The Annual Board Meeting was in March, 1990 while we were on a short three-month furlough in America. The two possibilities were discussed (purchasing the leased facility and the hotel), but no decision was made. 

Purchasing property was barely mentioned in the October, 1990 Executive Committee Meeting. The general consensus of Board members attending was that we could never hope to raise 7 million Schillings or even the 6 million which I believed it would cost. 

In the same October meeting, the Board decided to write a letter to all friends and supporters of the Bible School, explaining our situation and the options, asking for their input and also if they could foresee contributing for a purchase or offering an interest-free loan. I must confess that I was not happy with this decision. I felt that we needed to demonstrate our faith in God by determining what we believed He wanted instead of us responding to their faith. 

Soon after that, one of the Board members told the Director about a third possible property located in Wallsee on the Danube River about 150 kilometers west of Vienna. 

Although I had not seen the property, I felt strongly that the school should remain in Ampflwang, which had been a very good host for the school. By remaining in town, the move would be simple and there would be no need to change the name ("Bibelschule Ampflwang"). The larger property which the Mayor had recommended seemed ideal for our needs. It was large, modern, fully equipped with plenty of extra land for future expansion. 

We wrote a newsletter (below) to our personal supporters in January 1991, describing all the "IF"s in life but emphasizing the importance of recognizing that "He" (God) is ultimately in control. The difficult issue of purchasing property was obviously on my mind, but I felt confident that God was about to do something amazing in Austria. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Missionary Newsletter from January, 1991
This is a reprint of our Alpine Echo newsletter of January 20, 1991 (without photos). 
What a difference a two-letter word can make! Take that little word "IF" for example.

Locate the "letters "I" and "F" in the alphabet. Now, move from the "I" one position to the left and you have an "H".

Next, move from the "F" one position to the left and you get "E".

There is little difference between "IF" and "HE", is there not?

"IF only that person was not so impossible!
"HE delights in doing the impossible! (Luke 1:37)

"IF only the Dollar exchange would go up instead of down all the time!"
"HE shall supply all our needs." (Phil 4:19)

"IF we could only… "
"We can do all things through Christ; HE strengthens us!" (Phil. 4:13)

"IF we just had..."
"HE owns the cattle on a thousand hills" (Psalm 50:10); "All things are ours; we are Christ's; Christ is God's." (I Corinthians 3:21-23)

IF we had known back in 1964, what we would be facing as missionaries, would we have made the same decision? IF we had known of all the difficulties, heartaches, separations, trials and Problems?

What IF we had known about all the blessings, fruit, answered prayers, joyful experiences and victories that awaited us before we entered those times of difficulties and problems?

Our decision to follow the Lord's leading to Austria was not a step in the dark, but a walk in the light. It is not OUR light, but HIS. Many times it appears dark to us, but the Lord sees very well and tells us to walk in faith. Like the infrared light that helps cameras focus and changes TV channels, we don't need to see it to know it works. We knew and still know the LORD in whom all power , knowledge, grace and comfort subsists. IF we know HIM, that is sufficient!

Still, it bothers us sometimes that the Lord sheds his light so "sparingly" upon our path! IF only we could see what lies at the end of the road, or at least a few steps ahead! But there are times when only HE sees the path on which we trod. Because we are human and cannot see things through God's eyes, we are prone to doubt. Time and again, we catch that little word "IF" trying to sneak into our thinking and vocabulary. "IF" would gladly usurp the position of authority in our hearts that only "HE" should occupy. "IF" is a child of doubt; HE is author and finisher of faith! "IF" tries to seduce us into questioning God's love, his wisdom, his knowledge, his authority, his very existence! What a world -- no, what an eternity of difference there is between these two small words!

Often, after going through times of discouragement, stress, financial difficulty, poor health or spiritual adversity; we thanked the Lord that all these problems didn't hit us at once! Certainly, we could not take that!

During 1990, the Lord seemed to allow that to happen! Like the ruthless fury of the hurricane that hit Austria in late February, storms of life have been battering us all year. Verna was already in America helping Becky move when the hurricane came through. Electric was out a total of 13 hours. High winds ripped the siding off the back of the school building. After working feverishly to repair the damage, complete the Bible Institute bookkeeping, pack suitcases and put together two slide presentations, Ralph set the alarm for 3:00 a.m. and crawled into bed. When he set out for the airport at 3:30, all major roads from Ampflwang were blocked by fallen trees. One resident was killed when a tree fell on his car. Ralph managed to get to the airport, using back roads. Winds began to subside however, and the plane was cleared for takeoff.

Our short two-month furlough brought more turbulence, including expensive car repairs and the death of Verna's mother. All year, the exchange rate for the Dollar continued to fall. In June, Verna underwent a complete hysterectomy. We could go on and on, but don't want to bore you with "our" First Corinthians eleven!

Although we have received a few battle scars, we are amazed at how the Lord brought us through 1990! It was no more difficult than in other years with God's grace.

In Numbers 11, Moses complained that the entire burden of responsibility for Israel rested upon his shoulders. "IF I only had a few helpers…" he must have grumbled. So God told him to select 70 men. HE then took of the spirit that was upon Moses and distributed it among the seventy (verse 25)! The Bible is full of such illustrations of God's sufficiency under adverse circumstances.

We have often found ourselves frustrated that the owners of the leased Bible Institute property refused to consider our offers to buy. "IF" they would only agree to sell….

Suddenly, the owners have agreed to sell -- on our terms! At the same time, two other suited properties have been offered to us for reasonable prices. What IF we make a wrong decision? IF we sign a contract, can we raise the money? IF we opt to buy one of the other properties, what should we do with the complex we are presently leasing? IF we only knew! IF we just had the money… Say, haven't we been here before?

As a teenager, I owned a noisy pink convertible that must have annoyed the neighbor's dog, because it would chase my car until all of its energy was expended. One day, I decided to see what the dog would do IF I allowed him to catch my car just once. I applied the brakes, bringing the car to an abrupt halt. The dog at first looked puzzled, but then tucked its tail between its legs and ran for home!

We have asked you to pray, and God has answered. Should we run away now? ...or ask you to stop praying? Absolutely not! Answered Prayer and attained goals are often the greatest tests of faith. A servant who is faithful in little, is entrusted with much. But it is the all sufficient grace of God which gives victory in any case. We call upon you again to pray for us. Even IF it means more work, more responsibility or more problems. It also means that HE gives us more of His grace!

You belong to the "seventy" whom the Lord has chosen to help us in our work. He has endowed each of us with his Spirit according to our involvement in his work. Some of us are sent while others give and pray. Lets place all those IFs behind us and discover what great things HE can do with and through us in 1991!

Ralph & Verna Harvey 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Five days after writing that newsletter, the Executive Committee of the Bible Institute met. We, the Director and his wife and another couple that worked full time with the school wrote their opinions and positions regarding a property purchase to share in the meeting. I only have my own paper, in which I stated that we both felt the school should remain in Ampflwang, and that we could endorse purchasing either of the two properties offered.  

The School Director had visited the third object in Wallsee with the Board member who suggested it, and both were very positive about its potential. Three of us who had not seen the property decided to pay a visit before considering that option.   
We toured the property in Wallsee on the Danube soon afterward and  wondered why it had even been considered. The house in question offered half as many rooms as our present complex and there was no room for expansion. It was a single building with three floors. A castle-like structure built in the 14th century, its stone walls were three feet thick! It seemed far from ideal to house a school, students and staff.  

A letter to friends of the school was mailed in early February in hopes of getting replies in time for our  annual Board Meeting on March 9th, 1991.  The response to the letter was overwhelming! Some sent large gifts immediately for whatever we decided! Others made pledges and offered interest-free loans (some of which were later changed to outright gifts!). By the end of April, over 4 million AS ($350,000) had already been pledged, received or offered as interest-free loans! 

This amazingly generous response from friends of the school was totally unexpected and it gave me new hope. We prayed much for the March Board Meeting.
The Decision
The Annual Board Meeting took place on March 9, 1991, which happened to be our 28th Wedding Anniversary. Most of the meeting was routine, but then the most significant matter in the history of our school came to the table. The Director shared the response from friends and supporters to the letter we had sent them. He then praised the Wallsee house as the best choice, adding, "They are only asking 6 million and a neighbor is willing to sell us a piece of his property." The total package would come to 6.5 million ($540,000) and due to the positive response of our friends, we would only need to finance about one third through a bank. Nothing was said about either option in Ampflwang and it became apparent that no one had talked with the owners of these properties.  

The vote was by secret ballot and we were to place a checkmark by one of three options, the presently leased campus, the second property in Ampflwang, or the Wallsee property. I had already made it clear that I was prepared to accept either property in Ampflwang, but could not move to another province because I was Field Director for our mission and our missionaries were all located in Upper Austria. 

On March 9, 1991, nine of the fifteen Board Members present voted to purchase the historic Wallsee property located along the Danube River in Wallsee. 

That decision was a bitter pill for me to swallow and I confess that I at first fought feelings of frustration and defeat. I prayed much and the Lord gave me peace about the matter. My burden from the beginning was for the school to become an Austrian school and it certainly had! It was now completely financed by Austrians and they stood solidly behind the school in prayer. These dear Christians were giving generously and had shown good faith in whatever the leadership decided. That the school leadership didn't feel indebted to follow my opinion regarding a purchase could be interpreted as a good sign. That is the way it is when children move out of the home and become independent. We must continue to pray, but step aside and trust God to finish his work.
If we had thought that a move to Wallsee would be beneficial to the school spiritually, numerically, financially or in some other tangible way, it would have been easier to say "Good bye" to the school that we had poured so much of our lives and energies into. I could not see one reason for optimism, however. 

Moving Day
The weather on October 2, 1991 was mixed with a little sun, some rain and mostly cloudy skies. A huge moving truck with two trailers rolled onto the campus of the Bible Institute in Ampflwang. It was a sad day for us. The school was leaving Ampflwang for ever. The name would change and much more. 

I paused from the task of loading boxes and articles of furniture long enough to take a few pictures. The sky was black and a light rain was falling, but the sun came out briefly. I thought, "God is crying, but he is at least there!" I picked up my camera to photograph the truck and heard Verna gasp, "A rainbow!" There, covering the entire campus was a lovely rainbow, sent by God --just for us! Only after the film was developed, did I realize that there was a toilet in the center of the picture, waiting to be loaded onto the truck! That picture has a special significance to me and relates an important message. God promises both blessings and curses. There are conditional and unconditional promises. We had experienced many blessings during these past seven years and God had kept his promises. Some of those blessings would be transported to Wallsee, but there was baggage that could and should have been left behind. No sin dies a natural death but we must deal with it according to scripture. 

On October 19, 1991, hundreds of people converged on the former campus of the Bible Institute for a large flea market and auction. Because the new campus was smaller, many items could not be used and were sold. 
The most difficult part of the move to Wallsee for us, was the fact that we would no longer be working with the students. I continued to serve on the Board and taught a couple of classes, but we both missed the close fellowship, interaction and prayer times with students and staff.  After the school moved, our days suddenly felt empty and lifeless. 

Another Hope Dashed
We had always sensed the need for a camp and conference center in Austria and the campus in Ampflwang was ideally suited for this purpose. The bank that we had dealt with for many years, offered to finance a purchase at a reasonable interest rate. The church, mission, print shop, summer camps and Bible school operations had funneled a lot of money into town that benefited local businesses including the bank. I was confident that we could pay for the buildings from camp and conference income. 

After the decision was made to move the Bible Institute to Wallsee, the Directors of the mining company decided to move their offices from the present headquarters in Ottnang to the buildings we were vacating. When I learned this, I approached the Mine Director and reminded him that the lease contract was in my name and still valid. There was a clause which required 12 months notification to cancel the contract. We had invested a lot of money in renovations and I intended to use the facilities for camps and conferences at least for the next twelve months according to contract. But I said that I wanted to purchase the property and that our contract gave us the first option to buy. 

The mining company had not expected that response and was forced to negotiate a deal with me. I said that I would agree to a cancellation if they paid $50,000 by the first of November to cover our investments. They agreed. Although there was no legal obligation on my part, I applied that money towards the purchase of the new campus. 
From Optimism to Despondency
I always told people that the Austrian Bible Institute was a "miracle school". At a meeting of the Board in 1989, I said that, in God's eyes, the school was probably the most important institution in Austria, even more important than the Austrian Parliament or United Nations Center in Vienna.  

The others looked at me like I was crazy and asked how I could make such an assertion. I explained that God was more concerned about his church than anything else in Austria. Our school was the only Bible School and was important for the future of  Austrian churches. 

In 1992,  however, I grew increasingly depressed and asked God repeatedly why he had permitted the move. As I prayed, God began to admonish me. Had I not committed my life to him? Had I not been telling everyone that the Bible Institute was God's work and not mine? Why then was I complaining because God was not doing things my way? As I began to assess the new situation in which I found myself, I began to seriously seek God's leading for our remaining years (or perhaps days) of service in Austrria. I continued as a member of the Board and taught several Bible courses but began a new chapter of missionary life. 
Seven Lean Years
I hoped and prayed that the Lord would continue to bless the school and students, but this was unfortunately not the case. After the school moved, problems persisted. A gifted full-time teacher resigned and requested the Board to deal with internal staff relationships. I supported his request, but the Director argued that there were no serious problems and the Board accepted his explanation. 

Prior to the purchase, those in favor of purchasing the Wallsee property argued that it was in excellent condition, but repairs and renovations were begun almost immediately. Because the building was historically registered and protected, modernization and even minor alterations were difficult if not impossible to get past authorities. A long list of needed repairs never got done in the next seven years for lack of money. 

Student enrollments also decreased steadily and good students dropped out for no given reason. The school had seen growth in Ampflwang, but three years after the move, there were only eight students in all three levels, half of whom were foreigners.

I was asked to give a speech for the tenth anniversary celebration of the Bible Institute on October 16, 1994.  I read an unusual news item from the previous day's newspaper. A woman in California had given birth to two healthy babies, but they were born several weeks apart! The mother had two separate wombs! I then drew an analogy between this incident and the birth of triplet schools in Austria: 

"Ten years ago, there was no Bible training institution in Austria. But God planted the desire and burden for this in the heart of his church. There were three differing views of what such a school should be like. Some Christians felt that the school should be under the umbrella of the Lutheran State Church. Another group believed that Austria needed to train leaders in the churches rather than take them out of their environment. We and others were convinced that a resident training program was needed. Little did any of us realize at that time, that the Church of Jesus Christ in Austria had three separate and healthy wombs! Now, in 1994, three Austrian Bible training schools are alive and well, all celebrating their tenth birthdays!" 

Several in attendance said that my words were encouraging, but inwardly, I was miserable.  At least one of those three schools was perhaps alive, but not well. 

The school Director resigned in the Spring of 1996, and the Board called a German missionary as the new Director. He had good pastoral gifts and abilities, but his lack of organizational skills caused additional problems. I was asked by the Board to spend one day a week helping him with organization.

By 1998, there was only one student living in the school. The rest were married and living off campus. The last graduation was held on July 4th, 1999. In America, people were celebrating Independence Day, but I was in mourning. The Bible School closed its doors and the property was placed on the market.
Salvage Operation
The Board spent a lot of time working on a new school concept that would hopefully appeal to churches and attract more Austrian students. The basic idea was as follows:

* The Bible school (teachers) would be brought to the students. 

* Classes would be held in existing churches and buildings in several major cities. 

* Most courses would take place on weekends or evenings. 

* Students would not have to leave their homes, churches or jobs to study. 

In the early years of the Bible Institute, the Lord gave me a special verse. God reminded me that his work is eternal and not just composed of material things and buildings. "Now therefore let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may be before thee forever; for thou blessest o Lord, and it shall be blessed forever." (I Chronicles 17:27)

There are dozens of graduates out there serving the Lord, in Austria and in other lands. Some of them have begun ministries that are being greatly blessed of God. Among our graduates are pastors, missionaries, a mission director, a Christian publisher, the founder of an international youth organization and others who are serving the Lord in churches or Christian organizations.
In God's Hands
We retired from Austria in 2002. During the past 15 years, many have asked us how the Bible Institute that we founded in 1984 was doing. Because many of our supporters and those who support our mission prayed and gave financially to make the establishment of a Bible training institution in Austria possible, the question was both legitimate and important to us, yet is was not easy to give a simple answer to that question. When Americans hear the word “school” they immediately picture a campus with dormitories, educational and sports facilities, a library and large auditorium. I could only assure friends that the school was in God's hands.

Our 3-year Bible Institute in Ampflwang opened in 1984 with only seven first-year students. The following year, there were 18 students in two classes and 26 students in three classes by the 1986-87 school year. 

Teachers were mostly pastors or missionaries who taught without pay one day a week. Due to distance, some teachers stayed a week and taught their entire subject for that semester. The school provided for travel costs, room and board. 

That description may not impress Americans, but we called it “our miracle school” and many Austrian Christians agree. The impact of the school has been felt all over Austria, Europe and on several mission fields. In addition to more than sixty graduates of the 3-year Bible Institute, hundreds attended special weekend seminars each year. Students and staff were involved in evangelistic outreach and the founding of four area churches. Each year, hundreds of young people attended summer camps that were conducted in the school property. I assisted one of our graduates in founding a Christian youth organization that is now established in at least a dozen European nations. Another graduate is Director of a mission and still another founded a publishing house for Christian literature. Our graduates have founded churches in Austria and in other lands. In 2000, we helped put the roof on a large church in Albania that one of our graduates helped to found. 
A Promising Future?
Living in America, it has not been possible to maintain close contact with all that has transpired since we left Austria in 2002. Although the name, goals and methods have changed since the early years, it is apparent that God has been blessing the ​Institut​ ​für​ ​Theologie und​ ​Gemeindebau (ITG) [Institute​ ​for​ ​Theology​ ​and​ ​Church​ ​Growth] as it is now called. I have high regards for the present Director, Dr. Frank Hinkelmann and other Board members who served during the time I was associated with the school. 

Since our departure from Austria, two other schools have been founded with the goal of serving “free churches” (see definition below). We no longer speak of “The Austrian Bible Institute,” for three institutions now have the same theological basis and purpose using varying methods of training. 

One of these is the Evangelikale​ ​Akademie Österreich (Evangelical Academy for Austria), which is located in Vienna and serves a growing contingent of students from that region. The Founder/Director is Richard Moosheer, a close friend who served as a teacher and Board member of our school for 14 years.  The other school is the Akademie​ ​für​ ​Theologie und​ ​Gemeinde (Academy for Theology and Church Studies). This is relatively new and I don’t know much about it yet. Dr. Jonathan Mauerhofer heads this school. He is the son of a good friend and faithful missionary-pastor-evangelist of many years, Walter Mauerhofer.   
Below is my article about the creation of a Christian University in Vienna, which is in part, a further development of the Bible Institute that we founded in 1984.

Ralph V Harvey, October 2, 2017

(Ralph and his wife Verna served as missionaries in Austria from 1964 through 2002 and are active retirees with Avant Ministries, 10,000 N. Oak, Kansas City, MO 64155

Ralph & Verna Harvey

153 Bentwood Drive

Malaga, NJ 08328

Telephone: 856-694-5684

Email: rvharvey@comcast.net
Personal and ministry website: www.rvharvey.org
Founding of a Private Christian university, "Campus Danubia" 

Vienna, October, 2018

For many centuries, the Roman Catholic Church was the only recognized religion in Austria. That is how the term, "Holy Roman Empire" originated. The Hapsburg lineage ruled much of Europe for six centuries. During those years, there were no printed Bibles, mass was in Latin and access to God's Word was reserved for members of the clergy. The only "gospel" that most people received was that which was depicted in art forms such as music, paintings and graven images.

Martin Luther's "protestant" reformation was sparked by the posting of his 95 thesis in 1517, but it was more of a proclamation than protest. The translation of the New Testament into the language of the common people in 1522 injected fresh life into the Christian church in Germany and reformed teachings swept rapidly across Europe. Within a few short years, a majority of Austrians had joined the reformation. Many churches and even some monasteries became reformist.

The Council of Trent was called in 1545 to deal with the reformation. After 25 sessions in 18 years under three Popes, the Jesuit Order was formed to deal with these "heresies" and the brutal "counter reformation" began in earnest. Austrians were commanded to either return to the fold or leave their homeland. Thousands refused to recant resulting in a mass exodus of Austrians and the slaughter of thousands who refused to return to the Catholic Church or leave. Not a few of these pilgrims sailed to the "New World".

It was not until October 13, 1781 (six days before the American Revolution ended), that Emperor Joseph II signed the "Edict of Toleration" allowing protestants to live in Austria. Leaders in the Habsburg regime and Catholic Church were shocked when over 76,000 citizens immediately declared themselves to be protestants. There would have been many more, but  anabaptist groups especially, feared that the edict was a ploy to trick them into revealing themselves. For many years non-Catholics continued to be suppressed. For instance, Churches were not permitted within 150 feet of any roadway or to have steeples until after 1850.

Following World War I and especially during the Allied Occupation after WW II, several religious groups received recognition as churches by the Austrian government. Although few Jews were left in the country, recognition of the Jewish religion was practically mandated following the holocaust. The Mormons received recognition through the influence of a high-ranking American General, and the Methodists received state recognition after a wealthy member of the church donated a valuable property in central Vienna to the Austrian Socialist Party. Other churches such as the Baptists were free to have houses of worship, but these were treated as private clubs. 

After Austria joined the European Union in 1996, the matter of limited religious freedom became an issue in the European Parliament. Because there were no borders between member states, citizens of member nations were demanding the same recognition and treatment across the EU. In 2013, various religious groups began negotiating with the Austrian government and some received limited recognition. Baptists, for instance, formed a loose alliance with other evangelical churches in order to meet membership requirements set by the government.

One Baptist pastor jested at a conference, "Now we can visit our members in jail." Prior to recognition, Pastors were often denied permission to visit their own church members in hospitals outside of normal visiting hours. Most public hospitals allowed it, but some Catholic institutions still show resistance. When our children attended public schools, they were listed as having no religion. Baptists are still not permitted to baptize teens without parental consent and they enjoy no tax benefits, but they can no longer be "bullied," labeled as heretical sects in the secular press or denied freedoms enjoyed by other religions.

Our Involvement with Bible Training Institutions in Austria

During our 38 years as missionaries in Austria, we were involved in five Bible School projects. The first project was in Maria Ansbach, near Vienna. Missionaries serving with the European Evangelistic Crusade felt that the evangelical churches of Austria needed a school to train workers and pastors. We were still in language study, but when fellow missionaries learned that I had worked several years in construction and had helped to build churches in America, they conscripted me to help prepare a house for the school. Four students were enrolled from September, 1965 through June, 1967, after which the school closed its doors. 

The second project was an evening Bible school of the Linz Baptist Church. It lasted from April to November, 1971.

Around the same time, in September, 1971, Southern Baptist missionaries working with the Salzburg Baptist Church opened a third Bible Institute. I only taught there a couple of times before the school closed in June, 1973.

The fourth school was founded in the Mennonite Brethren church of Linz in September, 1973 and did fairly well for five years. I taught and provided the school's printing needs. I was also present when Leaders of three major evangelical denominations met to discuss the possibility of starting an Austrian Bible School, but the project never came to fruition. 

In 1980, we moved from the Linz area to a young church in Ampflwang. We leased a former trade school and founded a Bible institute in 1984.
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The school began small and continued to grow until 1991. In that year it was decided that we should purchase property instead of leasing. Three properties presented themselves as possibilities. We personally wanted the school to remain in Ampflwang where we could either purchase our leased campus and build or purchase another suitable property. I made it clear to the Board that I could not move with the school to a distant location because I was our Mission's Field Director for Austria and responsible for six couples working in Upper Austria.

The Board decided to purchase the property in Wallsee, Lower Austria, on the Danube River. I continued to serve on the Board and teach several classes, but we did not move with the school.
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Unfortunately, the number of students began to drop until only one student graduated in 1999. The Board decided to change the Bible School format to offer Christian training in urban centers. The Wallsee property was sold at a loss and the name changed to "Evangelikales Bildungswerk Österreich". 

After we retired from Austria in 2002, some Christians still felt that Austria needed a Bible School and not just "Training Centers." Two small Bible Institutes were founded to meet that need. One of these was started by a former Board member of the school that we founded.

When Austria recognized evangelical churches in 2013, it also became obligated to recognize their educational institutions under the same criteria as they would similar institutions of learning. Leaders of the school we founded in 1984 and of the two more recently organized schools prayerfully decided to join forces in order to meet requirements for state recognition as a private Christian university. The more than 700-page application was presented to the Austrian government in February, 2018. For the next seven months there was a lot of interaction between the proponents of the university and government representatives, but during this period, positive steps were also taken in faith that the Lord would answer the prayers of Austrian believers. They were praying fervently that the application would be accepted. Although the school was not yet a recognized university, Fall classes were set to begin as usual.

Meanwhile, God was doing amazing things to show his favor for the project. The city of Vienna opened a brand new Central Railway Station in 2013 and real estate in the surrounding area became extremely desirable. In God's providence, a Christian Real Estate broker built a modern office building next to the station. When he learned of the ambitious university project, he offered to lease the lower floor to the school for the project. From late 2017 through the end of 2018, construction crews and volunteers worked feverishly to prepare a home for the "yet to be born" university. 
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Main entrance to the Central Railway Station by day and by night
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Modern Office Building, the Bottom Floors of Which House the University.
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Construction was completed in time for Fall classes to begin. It was decided to have a dedication service for the facilities on October 5th even though the government had not yet granted university status. 
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Just three hours before the dedication service began, a message arrived saying that the application had been approved! Many tears of joy were shed as prayers of thanksgiving ascended heavenward!
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Students are Rejoicing!
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Many of these books came from our Bible School library in Ampflwang
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The final step is attaining full accreditation. An international council met with school leaders for two days in February, 2019. Accreditation of the theological program was not a problem, but a university should also prepare students in other areas such as education, science, math etc.. A second meeting took place December 9, 2020 and we anticipate a positive response from the government. Early in 2021, a group of Christian business men gave money for purchasing the presently leased property. This satisfied the demands of the government that the university have a solid financial basis! 
God is still writing His-story! 
Part 1, until 1984 (20pg)
Part 2, 1985-1999 (35pg)
Part 3, 1999-2019 (19pg)
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