CHANGE

STATUS SYMBOLS

Upper Class

Middle Class

Lower Class

Immigration to America
1600-1700

1700-1800

1800-1900

Home Ownership


1600-


1800-


1950-

Automobile Ownership

1900-


1930-


1950-

Radio Ownership


1900-


1910-


1930-

TV Ownership


1945-


1950-


1955-

Credit Card Ownership

1950-


1955-


1960-

Computer Ownership

1975-


1980-


1990-

Internet Users


1985-


1990-


1995-

Digital Cameras


1998-


1999-


2000- 

COMMUNICATION

Radio Generation

TV Generation


Computer Generation

1920-1950


1950-1985



1985-2000 



Word of mouth= first 10 centuries


Printing Press: 1440

First Newspaper: 1609 

Telegraph: 1837

Telephone: 1876

Radio: 1895

Television: 1923

Computer: 1937

Internet: 19??

TRANSPORTATION

until 1800 on foot, horse etc. or sometimes by Ship


after 1800 some rail travel



1900 automobiles




1910 airplanes





1960 jet planes






1965 space travel







1970 Concord supersonic travel








1975 End of transatlantic ship travel 

1975 End of space race










2000 End of supersonic travel 

PHILOSOPHY
Until 1950:  Black & White philosophy - true or false, right or wrong, conservative or liberal…

Since 1950:  Relativity, tolerance, cooperation, alliances, ecumenical movement, peace treaties… 

Future?        Anarchy and chaos? Babylon revival? World war? Nuclear or natural disaster?  Or world wide revival?

GOVERNMENTS

Primitive/tribal government (simple and situational)

Nobility/royalty (inherited)

Dictatorship (forced suppression of people)

Democracy (task of governing delegated by people)

Socialism (closely controlled and regulated democracy)

Anarchy or chaos (lack of authority or power to govern)

LIBERATION / EMANCIPATION

Woman from Man

Children from Parents

Emotions from Reason

Expenses from Resources

Present from Past

Creation from Creator 

CHANGES IN TRUTH DURING THE 20th CENTURY

1940s FUNDAMENTALISM

Religion: 
Truth and good were seen as absolutes.

Politics:
Men were prepared to wage war over what they 

considered to be right or wrong.

Economics:
Necessity and quality determined values.

1950s QUESTIONING

Religion:
"Is there absolute truth? Should Christians divide 

over differences?" (Ecumenical Movement)

Politics:
"Is the threat of communism worth fighting a 

war over?" (Cold War)

Economics:
"Can I afford it?" (Value of job= pay check; 

Value of things= satisfied desires)

1960s MISGIVINGS

Religion:
Openness to changing denominations.  

Children deserting religious tradition of parents.

Politics:
Draft dodging, lack of respect for authority.

Economics:
“Buy now, pay later”

1970s EXPERIMENTATION

Religion:
"Jesus People", TV-Church, "Moral Majority".

Politics:
Peace treaties, equal rights.

Economics:
Stock market investments, speculation.

1980s GLOBAL AWARENESS

Religion:
World Evangelism Congresses, charismatic 

movement.

Politics:
Green Peace, Amnesty, Environmentalists.

Economics:
Computers, floating, pooling.

1990s UNIFICATION

Religion:
New Age, merger of denominations.

Politics:
Unification, confederation, disarmament.

Economics:
Common currency, networking, removal of 

trade restrictions.

"2000 MENTALITY"

Accept everyone at face value, unless extreme.  Just don't depend 

upon anyone!  Keep several options open, even opposing ones. 

Be affirmatively neutral.  Avoid absolutes and polarization.

CHANGES IN CHURCH STRUCTURES

Churches frequently reflect the political and social structures of their times or at least their founding fathers. Many evangelical churches of the 19th century had colonial characteristics and churches of the 20th century tended to have strongly democratic structures. 

Recently, independent churches have been growing in both size and number, reflecting a shift in the political and philosophical atmosphere of America. It is common to hear evangelical Christians make statements like, “I got saved, baptized and joined the church.” A century ago, this would have sounded arrogant in the ears of most Christians, who would have been careful to give full credit to God for their salvation. 

Now, a wave of  emancipation is overrunning America and Europe, bringing with it a trend towards narcism and non-commitment. So-called “Seeker Churches” attempt to reach modern man for Christ using  modern music, drama and entertaining presentations which include plenty of humor.  The charismatic movement is also thriving on this wave.

