“V-12 Power”
Matthew 10:1-4
The Packard Motor Company announced its 1916 "Twin Six" luxury car, but it wasn't long before people referred to the engine as a V12.  Packard built one of the first V12 engines used in production motor cars. Motorists felt that more cylinders meant more power, but this was not always the case. More cylinders can also mean more possibilities for failure. When one cylinder fails, it usually means the end of the motor's usefulness until it is repaired.   

I counted 24 times in the NT where the disciples are simply referred to as “the twelve”. The number 12 was an important one for Jews. There were 12 tribes (what about Ephraim and Manassa?), 12 gates of Jerusalem (only Nehemiah), 12 months in a year. It is doubtful that Jesus chose 12 disciples because there were 12 tribes. Matthew says explicitly that one of the 12 was a Canaanite (Matthew 10:4). 

Verse 1

And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.
Three uses of the Lord’s gift of power are mentioned: 

1) Power to cast out unclean spirits. Most of us think immediately of demon possession, but the Greek is more explicit. Two words are uses here and the King James interprets them properly: “unclean” means exactly that. It means filthy, dirty, immoral, depraved, rotten. The second word is “spirit” and the same word is used to denote the Spirit of God, the spirit of man and evil spirits. You can see that the article is most important here. We would probably describe this usage of the word "spirits" as “depraved mind” or similar. 

You have probably seen Governor Christie’s public announcement on TV announcing a NJ program to help drug addicts get a new life. He says that these drug addicts “deserve a second chance” to be cured of this “terrible disease.” Jesus calls it like it is. 

People take drugs to get high, and they know very well that it leads to addiction and renders a person useless and a burden to society. I worked many years with drug addicts and we even had a rehabilitation center for helping addicts get free. Drug addicts could easily be described as having an unclean spirit. The same is true of the LGBTQ crowd, drunks, prostitutes and pimps, child molesters and operators of abortion clinics. They are all unclean spirits!  

Why do you suppose Jesus gave the disciples such powers? Can you name any disciples that used these powers? Peter is reported to have healed some. What happened to Paul and Silas in Philippi when they cast an unclean spirit out of a girl?

2) Power to heal sickness. This was not so dangerous, but it often placed Jesus and the apostles in the religious leaders' line of fire.  

3) Power to heal “diseases” the word should be translated Infirmities or disabilities. It refers to bodily imperfections such as lameness, blindness or the palsy. 

The Twelve
How many of you think you could name all twelve disciples from memory? I can’t either. Can anyone name six disciples? 

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.
Most can name Peter, James and John. Andrew and Thomas are mentioned elsewhere in the NT,  but nothing is known of their ministries. Oddly, nearly everyone would name Judas. 

It is interesting to note the various descriptive words associated with the disciples. Some show family relationships and others give a second name by which the disciple was known. There were two disciples named Simon and two named James. There were also two sets of brothers. Matthew is best known to us as the author of a gospel, but he introduces himself simply as “the publican”. Simon (not Simon Peter) is introduced as a Canaanite and lastly, Judas appears as the one who betrayed the Lord.

In John 1, we learn that Philip, Andrew and Peter were from Bethsaida. In the same passage, Philip introduced Nathaniel to Jesus, but the latter does not become one of the disciples. In John 6, Jesus asked Philip where they should buy bread for the multitude. Some Greeks who came to Jerusalem for the feast told Philip that they wanted to see Jesus. Philip got Andrew and they took the men to Jesus. In John 14, it was Philip who got into a dialog with Jesus about his divinity. Of course everyone knows of Judas, but half of the disciples are scarcely mentioned in the New Testament.

In Acts 6, the apostles chose seven deacons to care for the physical needs of believers.  Stephen and Philip are later found engaged in evangelism, but there is no report of any of the seven performing the ministry to which they were chosen. 

Jesus also called and sent seventy disciples, but not one of them that we know of is named in the NT. 

The Twelfth Apostle

Prior to Pentecost, Peter urged the disciples who were waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room to choose a replacement for Judas. They chose two candidates and then drew lots between them. Matthias was thus selected as the 12th disciple, but nothing is ever heard of him after that. 

Jesus instructed his disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit. To their credit, they obeyed. While they were waiting, they also prayed. That was not part of the Lord’s command, but certainly a good way to spend their time.

At some point, Peter stopped praying and concentrating on the command of the Lord. Instead of looking ahead for the coming of the Holy Spirit, he looked back on the betrayal of Jesus by Judas. He decided that they needed to choose someone to replace Judas so that there would once again be twelve apostles. 

Theologians are divided over whether this was proper. I belong to those who think they should have continued praying and waiting. Jesus himself chose the original twelve and he instructed his disciples to make disciples, but he never introduced "replacement theology."  If it had been crucial for his kingdom that there be twelve, I think Jesus would have personally chosen a replacement for Judas before his ascension into heaven or at least given the eleven instructions.  I sincerely doubt that Jesus would have expected them to choose a replacement for Judas before they had received the Holy Spirit – and by drawing straws! 

What became of the person whom the disciples chose? Matthias is never seen or heard from again. Furthermore, the other eleven Apostles died and were not replaced. Did they run out of straws? Roman Catholics believe that Peter was the first Pope and that there is a succession of Popes, but other than the New Apostles and the Mormons, few argue for a historical succession of apostles. 
Back in the early seventies, the Austrian government spent millions of Dollars building a large modern hospital in Linz solely for the treatment of drug addicts. It was a big joke among drug addicts who ridiculed the hospital’s effectiveness. 

One night a stranger came into our youth center soon after I opened the doors. I introduced myself and he said that he was “Dr. Bengerser from Nierdernhart” (the new hospital). He said that Nierdernhart was not having success so they sent him and another young doctor to America to discover what hospitals there were doing for drug addicts. He had just gotten back from his trip and gave me the results of his findings. He found few hospitals that treated addicts with any measurable success, but some church groups worked with drug addicts that were having success. Most of the churches were either Pentecostal or Baptist. He returned to Linz and checked the telephone directory to see if there were any of these churches in Linz. He couldn’t find a Pentecostal church because they use a different name in Austria, but he found a Baptist Church. He called the number and got the pastor. The pastor told him about our youth center and said that we worked with a number of addicts. As young people began filtering in, the Doctor kept meeting former patients, a couple of whom had gotten saved and shared their testimonies.
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