Jesus Sends Disciples

Matthew 10:5-15

 The New Testament records two occasions on which our Lord sent out disciples. Matthew 10 reports on the sending of the twelve and Luke 10 records the sending of seventy disciples. Missionaries generally use the passage in Luke 10 for their presentations. Luke 10:1-20 seems custom tailored for missionary presentations, covering the entire spectrum of modern missions:
 * Seventy missionaries are commissioned by the Lord in verse one.
 * The great need in the world and the sense of urgency for missionaries is expressed in verse two.
 * The Lord sends the seventy out into missionary service ("Go!") in verse three.
 * Verse four deals with missionary support levels and initial outfitting.
 * Verses 5 – 11 present a detailed mission strategy.
 * In verses 12 – 16, the missionaries are told what they can expect to face and how to react.
 * Finally, in verses 17 – 20, the missionaries come home on furlough and report to the Home Board, where they get a debriefing.
 * Luke concludes the missions challenge in verse 17 with the happy ending that people, especially Americans, delight in. The disciples return rejoicing and victorious!
 
 Matthew skips the happy ending and adds 25 extremely uncomfortable verses. It's no wonder missionaries prefer to use the text in Luke 10! (Read Matthew 10:5-15!)


These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence. And when ye come into an house, salute it. And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city. (Matthew 10:5-15)

