Elmer Bible Study, April 27 and May 4, 2016

The Sermon on the Mount

Introduction, Matthew 4
Temptations (in two parts, April 27 and May 4, 2016)
Part 1, Matthew 5:1-12
God's Promised Blessings
Part 2, Matthew 5:13-16
God's Salt and Light

Part 3, Matthew 5:17-48
God's Absolute Standards for Servants

Part 4, Matthew 6:1-18
Earthly Minded Servants

Part 5, Matthew 6:18-34
Heavenly Minded Servants

Part 6, Matthew 7:1-29
Checks and Balances

Introduction (Matthew 4:1-11) April 27, 2016
Matthew 1-2 give details of the birth of Jesus and Matthew 3 is about John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus. Matthew 4 begins with an amazing statement. Jesus is led into the wildernis - by the Spirit - to be tempted of the devil. Verses 2 through 10 describe the temptations (also mentioned in Mark and Luke) and the Lord's responses, and in verse 11, Satan departs in defeat. Jesus is victorious but humanly exhausted. 
I Corinthians 10:13 says, There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. If this is true for us, it was definitely true for Jesus. I believe that Jesus was tested by Satan to his human limitations. Satan could feasibly test us beyond our ability to resist, but God will not allow him to do that.  As long as Satan is testing us, we can rest assured that God will give us the grace, the power and the patience to withstand and overcome. Anyone who says, "The devil made me do it" is simply confessing his own spiritual weakness and trying to blame the devil for his own sin. Resisting temptation is not easy! Add to this, the fact that Jesus had fasted 40 days! The devil waited until his weakest moment to tempt him. 
The loving Father now sends angels to minister to Christ (v.11). There is something that many of us may overlook. Jesus was fully God, yet also human. As a human, he had physical needs and limitations just like we have. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name (Philippians 2:5-9). For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour (help or support) them that are tempted (Hebrews 2:18). Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.  (Hebrews 4:14-16).
If Jesus was not human, fasting 40 days would have been no big deal. If he was not human, Satan would not have been dumb enough to try tempting him. There are places in the Bible which describe meetings between Satan and God, but Satan never accuses God of wrong doing or tries to tempt him. God praised Job for his godly life and faith. Satan responded by arguing that Job had no reason not to love and serve God because God was blessing him. Paraphrased, he might have said, "A dog licks the hand of the one who feeds him." 

In Genesis 1:26, we read, And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. Who is meant by "us"? The Bible informs us in other places that Jesus and the Holy Spirit were very much involved in creation. In Matthew 1, we find the almighty God and Creator as a helpless little baby, totally dependent upon his mother and Joseph. The shepherds and the wise men came and worshipped him as a divine being, yet he had not yet learned how to talk, walk or even feed himself! 
The First Temptation was aimed at his weakened body. He had fasted 40 days and was very hungry. Satan tempted Jesus as a human and not as God. Consider the ploys he used. Satan didn't question the power of God or even who Jesus was, the Son of God. And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread (Matthew 4:3). Satan acknowledges the power of God to turn stones into bread. That little word "if" does not question whether Jesus is the Son of God. He knew that and so did Jesus. "If" references a condition in Greek. The condition is clear and Satan just argues that Jesus doesn't have to be hungry. He has the power to make bread from stone. He was tempting Jesus in his humanity, trying to get him to use his Godly power to satisfy his own fleshly desires. 
But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4). 
In James 1:12-14 we read, Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
The Second Temptation (Matthew 4:5-6) Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. (Matthew 4:7) Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
The devil's first temptation was only verbal, but this time Satan "takes" Jesus and "sets" him on the pinnacle of the temple (150 ft. high, looking 700 feet down into the valley). I tend to believe that this refers to a situation similar to Philip's removal after his meeting with the Ethiopian Eunuch, or Paul experience being transported into the 7th heaven in II Corinthians 12:2 or Ezekiel's experiences in chapters 37 and 40. No matter how it happened, we should know that Satan's temptations can take many forms. Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, which we will deal with later, that even lusting in the heart is adultery and hating someone is murder. 
Part II, May 4, 2016

Review of Part I:
1. First we learned that Jesus was 100% God, but he became a human baby, dependent upon his parents and others. He learned to walk, talk and do things just as we do. And he was tempted just like we are, "yet without sin." 

2. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted of Satan. The first temptation was aimed at the flesh, his area of weakness. Jesus had fasted for 40 days and was hungry. Jesus responded with scripture. 
This is where I left off last week.

In the second temptation, Satan "took" Jesus to a place of temptation and "set him" on top of the temple. Satan is able to place us in circumstances where it is easier for him to seduce us. Satan is especially desirous of getting pastors, evangelists and missionaries to sin, and many  have fallen prey to the devil in religious settings, especially when they get to "the pinnacle." Mega churches, television evangelists, popular Bible conference speakers etc. are vulnerable. Satan is able to convince these people that they "worked their way to the top" and their special gifts, knowledge and experience have helped them to achieve positions of leadership, fame and recognition. Power and financial success are secondary benefits of their positions. 
I won't claim that all popular preachers, evangelists or Bible teachers have been placed in their positions of influence by Satan, but these positions can easily become springboards to spiritual catastrophes. Those who find themselves in elevated positions must be extremely cautious.  Paul wrote to Timothy, Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution (II Timothy 3:12). The Greek word for "persecution" is closely related to the word for "pursuit." When we are being pursued, we are being targeted. Saul of Tarsus pursued Christians even unto death. Satan's temptations can also be viewed as pursuit - targeting. 
Satan appeals to our pride (recognition, education, natural or spiritual gifts etc. ). 
He tempts us in the area of physical desires (gluttony, addictions, sexual desires etc.). A conference for ministers of a large protestant denomination was held in a large hotel. The hotel manager was later overheard talking with one of his employees. The employee remarked that there was little difference in the number of paid porno videos that were shown in hotel rooms during the conference. 

The love of money is another area of temptation. How much is enough? 

The desire for power or control of an institution is also a vulnerable area where Satan tempts Christian leaders. 

Remember, it was the Holy Spirit that led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted of Satan, but it was Satan who set him on top of the temple. Being tempted is not sin, but entertaining those temptations and not guarding ourselves or resisting his temptation is sin. We are told to resist the devil by submitting ourselves to God (James 4:7), and that is exactly what Jesus did. 
Jesus was standing on the threshold of his public ministry. Like Joseph in the Old Testament, he was probably not very well-liked among his own siblings. He was the firstborn son with at least 6 younger siblings who likely viewed him as a "goody-goody, a "tattle tale," or "Mommy's favorite." We dare not forget that he was confined to a human body. Although he was conscious of his godly origin and calling, he had to learn many things just like everyone else. 
As eternal God, Jesus may be honored and worshipped, but that is not why he came down to earth. Jesus came to serve, to help, to seek the lost and to die for sinners. Jesus responded to the second temptation as he did to the first, with scripture.
(Matthew 4:7) Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
The Third Temptation (Matthew 4:8-9) Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him,  Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. (Matthew 4:10)
This time, Satan presents his ultimate offer to Jesus.  From a distance, the glory of the world may sparkle and appear tantalizing, but a closer look shows utter depravity and corruption.  By rejecting this offer, Jesus is saying "yes" to the cross. By accepting his offer, Jesus would not have had to endure the cross, but neither would he inherit a pure people. He came to seek and to save that which was lost, not to gain the whole world and lose a single soul. Matthew 16:26 says,  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Christ's reaction to this and all temptations should also be our reaction to Satan's temptations. We should promptly respond with scripture -- in context and not distort it as Satan did. And our reaction should be prompt and definite. "Get thee hence!" Any hesitation increases the danger of succumbing and exchanging our inheritance and God's blessings for a bowl of porridge. 
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