Elmer Bible Study, June 15, 2016


Matthew 5:1-12
God's Promised Blessings
These opening verses of the Sermon on the Mount are often called "beatitudes," a Latin term used in the Vulgate.  It is debated as to exactly how many beatitudes there are. Some speak of seven, nine, or ten beatitudes, but the number appears to be eight, verses 10-12 being one beatitude. 

The Greek word translated “blessed” means "spiritual well-being and prosperity." This refers to a joyful and thankful spirit or attitude. Those who experience the first aspect of a beatitude (poor, mourn, meek, hungry for righteousness, merciful, pure, peacemakers, and persecuted) will also experience the second aspect of the beatitude (kingdom of Heaven, comfort, inherit the earth, filled, mercy, see God, called sons of God, inherit the kingdom of Heaven). 

Notice that these promised blessings refer to a spiritual condition rather than deeds. A proper spiritual attitude will certainly lead to deeds, but performing deeds does not make us spiritual. The Beatitudes describe the ideal disciple and his rewards, both present and future. 


We hear a lot about "blessing" these days, even in the secular world. When a NJ family named Smith recently won a Power Ball Lottery worth $429.6 million, they called it "divine intervention." It was a "blessing."  People say that they are blessed with good health or good eyesight.  For some people, children are a curse, so they get abortions. Others view children as blessings. Even people who seldom see the inside of a church sing "God Bless America." 
There is confusion among Christians about the meaning of  "bless," "blessing" or "blessed," words that appear about 150 times in the New Testament. A young Austrian once remarked on the different manner in which Americans and the British speak of blessing. He said, "Americans ask God to bless them, but the English bless God." 

There are two distinct Greek words that King James translators rendered as "blessed" or "blessing" (makarios and eulogia). 
The Greek eulogia means to speak well of or give praise. It can also mean to serve or be an act of adoration. We are all probably familiar with a eulogy that is spoken at funerals. One seldom mentions the evil deeds of the deceased, even if he or she was notoriously wicked. 
About 90% of all Austrians are baptized as infants into the Roman Catholic Church. When they grow older and get a job, they are often surprised to discover that the government deducts money from their paycheck and gives it to the church. The amount is only a tenth of the person's income tax, but for some, even that is too much. Not a few opt to leave the church. There are few consequences, but the church refuses to provide a funeral for such people. Sometimes, relatives of the deceased pay back "tithes" to the Catholic Church to get the person "re-membered" with a "proper" burial. 

I was often asked to officiate at funerals of Austrians whom I didn't even know, but I viewed this as an ideal opportunity to present the gospel of Jesus Christ. There was no eulogizing of the deceased, but I always tried to show compassion for the grieving and present the gospel clearly.  
The word, eulogia, is used three times in Ephesians 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.

Paul blesses (praises) God, who sent his Son into our world, to bless (serve) us with spiritual blessings in heavenly places. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus uses the Greek makarios nine times in these verses. The word means fortunate or well-off. Some translations read, "Happy are you…"
Now to the blessings themselves. Each of the eight promises of blessing has a specific cause and named promise which "blesses" us.  The three-letter word "for" leads to the promise that causes us to be blessed.
The first and the eighth blessing are slightly different and I will take these first. Like the other six blessings, these too show a present condition as identified by the word "are." the blessings 2-7 also show a present condition, but future fulfillment as indicated by the word "shall." (read them). The first and eighth blessings are in the present tense: "theirs is the kingdom of heaven".
1. Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (poor= beggar, pauper)
2. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

3. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  (meek= mild, humble, concerned)
4. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. (Matthew 6:33)
5. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  (compassion Matt. 9:36; good Samaritan)
6. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. (David prayed, "Create in me a clean heart")
7. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. (perhaps not now, but ultimately)
8. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
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