Matthew 5:13-16
God's Salt and Light (Part II - Part I was "Salt")
LIGHT  
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16)

Introduction

God not only gave us the Bible, but he created us with the capacity to think rationally and logically. As much as possible, we should keep the gospel simple and practical. We accept God’s Word as truth, but logic and practical experience can help us understand it. Jesus always taught using parables and illustrations. These can in no way replace clear teachings, but the parables and illustrations are great tools that help us understand biblical truths. Logic is a gift of God and we do well to use logic as well. There are sins that the Bible doesn't mention, but our logic should tell us that they are wrong. Logic is similar to parables, in that they show similarity. The Bible doesn't tell us not to use cocaine but it does speak of intoxication. Logic draws the comparison.

Some use Luke 10:38-42, the story of Mary and Martha, to argue that Jesus elevated pious knowledge over humble service. Martha was busy preparing a delicious meal for Jesus and inwardly fuming that her sister wasn’t helping. After a while, she complained to Jesus, who unexpectedly rebuked Martha and praised Mary. If Mary had complained that her sister was too busy to listen to the Lord, Jesus might well have rebuked her and come to Martha’s defense. Martha was probably envious of her sister and would gladly have sat at Jesus’ feet to hear what he had to say.

Knowledge and service compliment each other and are not in competition, but we must learn to listen first. If the Lord buildeth not the house, they labor in vain that build it (Psalm 127:1-2). 

Jesus opened difficult passages of scripture by using simple illustrations, parables and logical argumentation.

And the common people “heard him gladly” (Matthew 12:37). "He taught as one having authority and not as the scribes and Pharisees." The Scribes and Pharisees were so intent on elevating themselves that they lost sight of logic. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come  (John 16:13).

God not only gave us the Bible, but he created us with the capacity to think rationally and logically. As much as possible, we should keep the gospel simple and practical. We accept God’s Word as truth, but logic and practical experience can help us understand it. Logic can in no way replace the scriptures, but it is the best tool for understanding them and it is often our only recourse when the Bible is silent or unclear on a matter ("cocaine"). 

I taught a course in our Bible Institute called, "Packaging the Gospel." The first rule was, "We should never deduct our doctrine from illustrations. Illustrations are for clarifying."

This text is a perfect example of how Jesus used simple everyday illustrations to clarify his teachings. Our text this morning is part of the Sermon on the Mount, which is packed full of such illustrations. 

(Have a candle and a match ready)

I. Have you ever wondered why the forces of destruction and evil seem stronger than the forces of good in this world? 

1. You don’t have to teach a child to misbehave. That comes quite naturally. You must teach a child to obey, play nice, not to lie or steal. 

2. It took a lot of work to build this church, but I only need to knock over this candle to destroy it.

3. Sickness and disease is contagious; not health. Wouldn’t it be great if all you needed to do when you are sick is to get close to someone who is healthy? 

4. If you want to harvest anything to eat from your garden, you need to constantly fight insects, squirrels, rabbits and you had better pull out the weeds.

5. Death is stronger than life - all living organisms must die. Some animals, such as turtles, can live hundreds of years. We saw an olive tree in Greece that was over 2000 years old and the majestic sequoia or redwood of California can live thousands of years. But all living organisms die if they are not destroyed. In 1964, a group of students cut down the world's oldest known living organism – a bristlecone pine that was growing on Wheeler Peak, Nevada. It was 4,950 years old! Scientists said that even if the tree had been left to grow, it would have died in a few hundred years at the latest. Evil is stronger than good because of the curse of sin.

II. Light is the only thing we know of that was not affected by the curse of sin 

A. Example: 

1. When the power goes out, most people light candles. [Light a candle] 

2. Not much light is emitted from this small candle, hardly enough to read by. 

3. If we turn off the lights, would the darkness overcome and extinguish this little light? 

4. How about outside at night? 

5. Or supposing we place it in a totally dark place where no light can enter? 

6. No, the smallest and weakest light can dispel the greatest darkness! 

A. When God created the world, everything was good. There was no evil. "God saw that it was good"
1. But then he created man and said, "It is not good…"  "…that man should be alone."

2. Man was made different from all other living organisms. Man was created in God’s image. 

3. Not his appearance, or his omnipotence, or his omnipresence, or his omniscience. 

4. He was given a free will to be creative and make choices. We are images of the Creator

B. Adam and Eve chose to disobey God 
1. As a consequence, all the world was cursed -- except for light! 
2. Light is not of this world and therefore not under the curse!

3. Light stronger than darkness. The light of this tiny flickering candle is mightier than the greatest darkness. 
4. God tells us in his Word that HE is the Light of the World. We should come to his light, walk in the light and reflect his light. Then WE are the light of the world. 
C. God could have made people like puppets or marionettes that do whatever he wants us to do. 
1. God could have made people like plants that have no brains and simply respond to influences
2. Or he could have created us like the animals that do nearly everything according to instinct. 
3. But God created us in his own image, with a free will to choose. We are intelligent, creative, gifted and have great potential. 
D. But that potential, those gifts, our creativity and intelligence can be used positively or negatively; constructive or destructive, good or evil.  
1. The choice is ours because God wanted it that way.
2. You can buy a doll that eats, talks and wets its diapers on command. If you want peace and quiet, you just put it in a closet for a while. But who among us would trade one of our own children for one of those dolls? 
III. Light Attracts

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Matthew 5:16

A. People recognize that Christians are different. They take notice when we are kind, helpful and honest. 
B. Light also attracts bugs. Christians have many critics and enemies because we reject evil and insist on telling the truth. 
1. Many Christians have been tortured and killed because of their testimony. "You want to shine? I will make you a torch in my coliseum!" (Nero). "You can burn at the stake!" 
2. John 5:33-36 Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 
IV. Light Repels (Dispels) Darkness 

John 3:19 Men love darkness rather than light. When Bars and night clubs have dim lighting and use colorful neon lights to make the darkness attractive. 
Back in Genesis 1:3 we read that God said, "Let there be light" and there was light. Genesis one recounts the creation of this world. God is light and he always was light, but he spoke the WORD: Let there be light and there was light in this dark world! 

In john, chapter 1, there is a purposeful similarity in the wording. The chapter starts, 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name. (John 1:1-12)

Verse 1 says, two things about the Word. What are they? "The Word was with God and the Word was God." In John 8:12, Jesus is the Light of the world, but in Matthew 5:13-16, we are said to be the light of the world.  In John 1:3 we read, that John was NOT that light, but came to bear witness of that light.
A. We reflect the light of God in a dark world; we are images of the Creator. Turn the light on and the rats scatter.
1. How can we get exposed to the light of God? 
2. Reading God's Word and praying gives us light even in an evil environment. 
3. Moses glowed after meeting with God on Sinai. 
4. The reformation was sparked by the prayers of persecuted Christians who felt their situation was hopeless. Called heretics, Waldensians and Anabaptists, they were being burned at the stake and drowned. An estimated 40,000 were killed alone in Upper Austria where we worked. 

5. God sent the greatest miracle answer to prayer since the time of Christ. In 1384, Wycliffe translated the Bible; in 1452, the first Latin Bibles were printed; Marin Luther was born in 1483; 1492 Columbus discovered the new world.

6. Did you know that you cannot see light unless you look at the source or its reflection? If you see anything in between, it is probably dust particles in the air.
Conclusion

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16)

The key aspect of salt and light is making a difference on the surroundings. We call that "Influence". We all have influence in everything we do and don't do. The question is, "What kind of influence?" 

By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. Hebrews 11:4

Soon after we arrived in Austria in 1964, we met a prominent Christian businessman from Bad Ischl named Zachhuber. About two years later, our second son, Richard, was born and shortly afterward, the Zachhubers gave birth to twin boys, Michael and Andreas.  By the time the Zachhuber boys were in their mid teens, they had become well-known in Bad Ischl for their for their musical gifts. They formed a choir and sang in evangelistic campaigns incl. one that we held in 1981.  A year later, in 1982, Michael was skiing in the Alps with his brother and father. Somehow he lost his balance and hit a tree. He was killed instantly. The funeral sparked a revival among the youth of Bad Ischl and many were saved. Yesterday, we received news that Andreas died. He was 51. God is still speaking through their testimony. 
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