FBC-Elmer, 8-31-16


Matthew 5:17-48
God's Absolute Standards for His Servants
Verse 17  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  On March 30th I spoke on the statement of Christ concerning the law and the prophets in reference to John the Baptist. I showed that Jesus had ushered in a new era which he called "the kingdom of God." We call it the age of grace, or the New Testament church age. The Sermon on the Mount delves deeper into this mystery period which was in God's plan from the beginning, but kept a secret. 

Verses 18-20:  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
On March 30, before beginning this series on the Sermon on the Mount, I gave a study on Matthew 11:12-13: And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. (Luke 16:16: The law and the prophets were unto John; since that time the kingdom of God is preached and every man presseth into it.)
Jesus did not say that the law and the prophets were no longer important or valid for us.  Read Matthew 5:17 again. I repeat what I said in the March 30th lesson: 

The law and the prophets comprised the foundation of Jewish religious belief for thousands of years. The "law," also called "Penteteuch" or "Torah," is composed of the first five books of the Bible (five books of Moses). Under "Prophets" is understood the collection of prophetical books of the Old Testament. The term "law and prophets" used together, generally references the Hebrew scriptures, known to Christians as "The Old Testament".

The Scribes and Pharisees were known as the strictest sect of Judaism and the people were subjected to keeping the law as they prescribed it. Jesus said in Matthew 23:4, For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 

Now read the rest of our text! 

Matthew 5:21-22: Jesus said, Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
Jesus is much stricter in his teaching of the law than the Scribes and Pharisees! What is the great difference? The Scribes and Pharisees simply pronounce judgment on sinners with no chance of escape, yet at the same time they overlook the sinful heart which leads people to sin. Jesus seeks repentance in order to forgive sinners, but the S&P (my apologies to the Spares and Pairs Class!) the Scribes and Pharisees just sought to expose dirt in others which made themselves appear clean. Their hearts remained filthy rotten! That is not as harsh as the description of Jesus in Matthew 23:27. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Paul wrote in Romans 2:29, For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

Now tell me where you find the next admonishment in "the law and the prophets" (O.T.).

Matthew 5:23-26:  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee. Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 
Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. 
Our Lord is speaking to the heart of his hearers, where evil is born and nourished. We live on a quiet street in a good neighborhood. The Scribes and Pharisees would have liked this place. Soon after moving here, people stopped to ask us if we knew of a home for sale on that street. But we call it our mission field! I could tell you horror tales about nearly everyone who lives on our street. There have been drug busts, a couple of suicides. Vicious fights with police intervention and, and, and…  Last night around 8:00 I thought that I heard thunder. Verna said it sounded more like fireworks. When I took our dog out at 8:30, five police cruisers were parked in our street with their lights on!  Jesus knows what is in the heart; we don't!  

Matthew 5:27-28:  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. 

Is that striking too close to home? How many of you watch Dancing with the Stars or movies that are full of sex scenes? Have you ever noticed that when a married couple breaks up, even those closest to the pair are taken by surprise? I once found a set of keys and a man's wallet on the back beach of Malaga Lake. There was an address inside, so I took it to the home of the owner. It was a nice house in a nice area, but the owner harbored dirty secrets in his heart.  

Now Jesus tells his listeners that having a sinful heart is worse than being seriously handicapped!

Matthew 5:29-30: And if thy right eye offend thee (lead you to do evil), pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 
Matthew 5:31-32:  It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement. But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. 
Remember the time these religious bigots brought a woman caught in the very act of adultery to Jesus? Jesus wrote something in the sand that was probably cleaner than the religious leaders' dirty hearts.
Matthew 5:33-37:  Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths. But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne. Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 

Don't you yearn for political candidates whose word can be trusted?

Matthew 5:38-42:  Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 

Whenever I read these words I am reminded of times when I was guilty of such sins. 

Matthew 5:43-47:  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so?

I encourage each of us (myself included) to study these words of Jesus carefully. And I close with the closing words of Jesus in verse 48:

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
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