Sept. 7, 2016


Matthew 6:1-4
Doing and Giving Alms
Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. 

Our study tonight is one that causes much friction and controversy among believers. It involves money! Money is perhaps the most sensitive subject on earth, yet it is in essence nothing.  When you purchase an item, you ask, "How much?" The seller says, $10 and you give him a ten-dollar bill. He is happy and you are happy, but why?  What else can you do with that scrap of paper? 
Yesterday a woman called and asked about a sailboat that I am selling. I have a description of the boat with pictures on my website. I even describe how I came to own the boat and what I paid for it. Someone inherited the boat with a trailer and small trolling motor and wanted to sell it fast. They put it on Craigslist and said "Whoever bids highest by next Tuesday gets it." We were not going to be home the following Tuesday, but I knew what the boat was worth and decided that I could make some money on it if it sold cheap. I asked my brother if he would pick it up provided the seller agreed to my offer of $400. I got it and am asking $1950 for the boat. 
If you stop to consider, you will agree that money is really not worth what you think, but also what others think. And both of you could be wrong!  

Alms Giving

Alms is generally thought of as giving money to a charitable cause. But it is much more than that. It includes helping, teaching, enabling and encouraging others.  We are fortunate to have a snow blower, so when it snows, we clear out the neighbors' driveways too.  Most of us try to be helpful and generous with our time and means, but there are dangers involved. Jesus warned his listeners of the pitfalls in such alms-giving.  Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them..
Our motive is of supreme importance. For some it is pay-back. Someone has been nice to you so you are nice to them (read Luke 14:1-12). A good friend of mine is now laid up and can't get around like he used to. He can still talk, however, and he called me and filled my ear with his lamentations. "I have done so much for others, but when I have needs, no one seems to care." 
Then there are those who expect a heavenly reward. A well-known and respected pastor was hospitalized with a serious illness. A nurse who took care of him went out of her way to serve him and make him as comfortable as possible. One day, the pastor commended her and asked why she did that. She replied, "God will give me a crown someday." The pastor looked disappointed and replied, "Oh, I was hoping that you just do that because you care for people." Jesus said, that these have no reward of their heavenly Father. 
Then there are those who seek honor or recognition (verse 2). The "trumpet" is in reference to a large funnel-shaped metal top that is mounted on a box for donations. The Pharisees were known for making lots of noise when they tossed their coins into the offering box in the synagogue or temple. The poor widow, tossed her last two mites into the offering (Mark 12:42) and people could tell by the sound that it was not much. It would be like a Salvation Army Santa ringing his bell in accordance to the size donation. 
Catholic and Lutheran churches in Austria and some evangelical churches here in America have brass plaques on the pews, names in the stained glass windows and words of dedication in hymnbooks. That chorus we used to sing as kids, "Everybody ought to know" refers to Jesus, not the persons who gave money or items to the church.
Verse 3 gives painful advice. Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth. I was once driving stakes with a heavy 5-pound hammer when I obeyed that command! Of course that command, however, is in relation to our alms! Verse 4 expounds on this rule. We are to do right because it is right. We are not to do it for others - in pride that we are able to do it, or can afford it, or to impress. We do it for God. We should have no selfish or ulterior motives, but because we love God and want to do his will. 
Finally, it is God who rewards the faithful. We raise puppies for The Seeing Eye. We never use treats or rewards to teach the puppies. They learn to do what they are trained to do just to please their master. 
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