Sept. 28, 2016


Matthew 6:19-34
Heavenly Minded Servants
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (v. 19-21)
This is perhaps the most pertinent verse of scripture for America today. I seriously doubt if there is a nation on earth today - or for that matter in history - that has more collectors of earthly "treasures." 

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! (v. 22-23)

These two verses at first seem out of place. Verses 19-21 have to do with material things which we tend to  treasure or collect. Then in verses 24-34, this theme is taken up again. I believe that the Lord intentionally inserted this statement because without recognition of this important truth, we would be incapable of distinguishing between that which is needful and that which is burdensome. 
First, let's look at what Jesus is saying. Few Christians who read these verses really understand them as they are translated. The word "eye" has a singular article. We would say, "eyesight". If it meant our two eyes, the article would be in the plural form. The Greek word translated "single" is "haplous" and it only appears here and in the parallel passage of Luke's gospel. The Greek meaning is "properly put together," "whole" or "complete". The Greek word translated "evil" is "po-nay-ros" which means "errant," "defective" or "unreliable." The word is used about 10-12 times in the Sermon on the Mount. 
Allow me to paraphrase the verse: "If you have good eyesight and all the intricate parts of the eyes are functioning as they should, your body will have full illumination. If, however, your eyesight is defective, your entire body is in darkness."  
No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. (v. 24)
Hate and love= ignore or devote oneself to. These are absolutes.  "Hold to" and "despise"= give preference to or demote importance of. In either situation, one is continually tossed back and forth (James 1:8  "A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways."
Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? (v. 25-27)

Verses 16-18 had to do with fasting - for most people, that means subtracting cubits from their stature! Actually, fasting is not limited to food intake! Americans would do well to fast financially.
And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 
These verses do not have much meaning to us today. When we need anything at all and don't have the cash, we simply use a card. Every one of us is wealthier than Solomon in all his glory. 
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

(v. 24-34)

I have paraphrased this verse before but it doesn't hurt to repeat it. "Put God's will and what he says is right first, and he will supply all those things that you really need. Stop worrying about tomorrow and collecting treasures that your kids will have to get rid of; you have enough for today!
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