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Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. Matthew 7:13-14
In our passage for today, Jesus describes two different gates. His description of the two gates runs counter-cultural to our politically-correct, totally tolerant society. If this Scripture doesn’t make sinners uncomfortable, nothing will. Someone has paraphrased this text poetically, "The gate you take determines your fate, so keep it straight before it’s too late!" 

1. Jesus makes the rules!

For many years the Scribes and Pharisees had been making the rules. The rules multiplied from ten commandments to ten thousand rules. They were burdensome and hard for the people to bear, but the Jewish leaders didn't feel that the rules applied to them (Matthew 23:4). Forgiveness of sin was expensive for the people, but profitable for the Jewish leaders.  God's house was to be a house of prayer, but the Jewish leaders had made it a den of thieves (Matthew 21:13). 

Then came Jesus. He said, Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 
Jews who were listening to Jesus thought they were going to heaven because they were “God’s chosen people.” Jesus was now telling them that they needed to make a choice and it wouldn't be easy or popular. 
"Enter in through the narrow gate!" is an imperative. There’s a decision and an action that we must personally take. Verses 13-14 show a sense of urgency. The Greek word translated "straight" is stenos. The word means "strenuous" and reminds of an obstacle course. You have to search carefully to find and recognize the gate that leads to life. You don't follow the crowd or take the easy road to this gate. 
The people must have thought of the wide stone walkways that led to the magnificent gates of Herod's temple. In past years, Christians built large stone churches with overpowering steeples and ornate stained glass windows. 
When Jesus makes the rules, they apply to everyone. Anyone could enter the straight gate. It was expensive, but not for the people. Both the way and admission were paid in full by Christ. For anyone who is searching for the gate to life, Jesus gives a hint. The path that leads to the straight gate is narrow and not heavily traveled, and the way that leads to destruction is broad and the gate is wide.
In the first Christian century, Christians were called "people of the way." They said it scornfully because it was not popular. It was narrow and difficult. Many of the early Christians died the martyr's death and most suffered some kind of persecution. 
Has anyone ever told you that your religion or your church is too narrow? Many Christians don't like it when they are called "narrow." There are churches that actually boast that they are broad and all inclusive! (Morristown Episcopal). 
Jesus didn't ask man how wide he thought the way should be. He said that he would build HIS church and he made it narrow for a good reason. Tonight, we are discussing the first step in constructing a church. If we are building to impress, or entice people to join, or escape criticism, we had better wait and pray some more.  Wicked King Herod the Great built a grand temple to impress the people. Jesus said that it would soon be totally destroyed. We need to accept the fact that Jesus said the way is difficult (straight) and the gate is narrow. Someone has said that the church is like a turnstile that admits one person at a time. 
2. Jesus is the way, the gate and the prize!
In John 14:6, we read: I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. Jesus is the only way, the only truth, and the only life. There is no other way to eternal life. Putting it in other words, Jesus is the narrow way; Jesus is the straight gate, and Jesus is the prize - life eternal!

3. The choice is ours!

God gives people a choice. He created man in his own image and that means we can choose to do things God's way or we can choose man's way. 
There are two gates. Jesus is very inclusive in his invitation; "Whosoever."  But your choices are exclusive because there are only two choices. Our "pluralistic" society (that is another word for double minded or hypocritical) excludes exclusive truth claims. 

Discipleship is difficult and demanding. That’s exactly what we were challenged with recently from Matthew 6:24: “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.”
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