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Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

(Matthew 7:15-23)

Genuine or Counterfeit?

If Jesus had just said, "Beware of false prophets," we would have to ask, "How can we know if they are false prophets?" Do they wear a sign around ther necks or a name tag that tells us? Do false prophets run around informing people that they are fakes, deceivers and liars? Certainly not! 
Jesus continues by telling us that they appear to be sheep. "They come to you in sheep's clothing." Why sheep? Because sheep are harmless and innocent creatures.  I once got hit by a bull and it threw me through the air for about ten feet before I hit the ground, but in my experience with sheep. they are not dangerous. They are troublesome and hard to catch, but not very dangerous. Did Jesus mean anyone who appears innocent and harmless is in reality a ravening wolf? Certainly not!
So, how do you recognize a false prophet? (v. 16) "Ye shall know them by their fruits." It is difficult to judge character and motives, but we can all be fruit inspectors. There is a little problem with fruit inspections, however, and I think Jesus made that very clear. 
In verse 22, Jesus said, Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

Are not these good fruits? Prophesies, casting out demons and doing miracles -- all in Jesus name!
In the children's story "Little Red Riding Hood" a ravening wolf disguised himself as a harmless and sickly grandmother. In 2012, a group of historians and computer experts did a research project on this so-called fairy tale. They came to the conclusion that the earliest versions of this tale must have originated before or in the first century. It is interesting to note that Jesus used the picture of a ravening wolf in disguise in his Sermon on the Mount. 

In most early versions of Little Red Riding Hood, It was too late when grandma and Red Riding Hood recognized the counterfeit. Once the wolf was revealed, the damage was done! Red Riding Hood was a bit suspicious and asked questions, but both were devoured by the wolf.  
The Brothers Grimm altered the story to make it politically correct. They sent a hunter who killed the wolf and slit him open. The wolf was filled with stones and sewed up again. In recent years, publishers have become even more politically correct and nobody gets hurt in the story. That is why you seldom hear it today. 

Jesus speaks of those who work iniquity.  As the old adage goes, "Talk is cheap!" Anyone can make claims and impress people, but we need to look at the fruits before we listen to the claims. 
When John the Baptist was in prison, he began to wonder if Jesus was really who he claimed to be. He sent two disciples to Jesus with questions. What was Jesus' answer? (read Luke 7:19-22)
And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave sight. Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. 

And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many… And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. (Matthew 24:4-5 and 11)
Read Matthew 7:21
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (v. 23)

The key is, "Is that person doing the will of the Father?" Why did the Father send his son Jesus into the world? What is his desire or will? The salvation of man! Jesus came "to seek and to save the lost". He didn't come to impress or wow the people with his power. He didn't come to make great speeches and show off his knowledge and wisdom. 

Anyone who reads these verses carefully gets the point. True believers produce good fruit. 

But so do ravening wolves.
Many people get fooled, but not God!

We don't get saved by doing good works or bringing good fruit. We are saved by faith in Jesus. Our salvation is not assured by anything that we do, but by the grace of God through Jesus.

We should therefore live in close fellowship with the Lord, do his will, and trust him to protect us from the wolves.

In the beginning of his ministry, Jesus sent his 12 disciples out as "sheep in the midst of wolves." Then he sent the 70 as "lambs in the midst of wolves."
