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Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

(Matthew 7:24-29)
BUILDING on the ROCK and on SAND

In the fifties and sixties, I helped to build at least 20 churches or additions to churches in South Jersey. Harvey Builders built in Elmer, Clayton, Bridgeton, Hopewell, Canton, Quinton, Pitman, Barnsboro, Absecon, Mullica Hill, Merchantville, Hardingville, Pole Tavern, Alloway, Levittown, Carneys Point, Pennsgrove, Northville, NY, Flemington, Absecon, Mullica Hill and perhaps others. I also helped to build Bridgeton Christian School and half a dozen buildings at Camp Haluwasa in Hammonton.   

Construction work is good preparation for missionary service. Some of the churches I helped to build invited us to preach and present our missionary work, and several became faithful supporters. My experience also came in handy many times during our four decades in Austria. I helped to build two Bible Institutes and churches (in Austria and Albania). I also collected tools and materials for church construction projects in Eastern Europe. 

There are many spiritual lessons that can be learned in construction, which are applicable to missions. The importance of a firm foundation is very important in the spiritual realm.

-----------------------------------------

Matthew 7:24-29

The Christian life is about making proper choices. Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock… And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not…
Usually there are only two choices, a wrong and a right choice. Sometimes there are several or even many good choices, but the Lord's leading is still important (choice of a college, Verna). 

The Lord's teaching and miracles attracted large crowds. After getting the peoplpe's attention and establishing his credibility, he called people to make choices and take a stand. Those who heard the gospel were asked to make a commitment and follow through on the truth which they heard. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus was speaking to his disciples, which may have been a hundred or more persons. He also calls these to make choices and take appropriate actions.

Neutrality is not an option. In fact, there is no such thing as neutrality. Every person has influence on others just as breathing affects the environment. 

What we do and don't do has eternal consequences. A person may believe a lie, live accordingly and seem to have success, prosperity and happiness, but not every harvest comes after four months. Because more people voted for Obama does not make him right. It may give him temporary power, but God is the one who determines the final talley.  

In Eastern Europe during the eighties, half of all US Dollars in circulation were excellent counterfeits.  Iran and North Korea were able to get identical printing equipment to that which is used in the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing. And they have been able to duplicate the paper used to print money. They buy the same ink from a Swiss firm that sells to America.  Because people and even banks are unable to tell the difference, many accept the false money. This increases the value of the counterfeit, but it is still false.

The United States government is printing billions of Dollars that reduce the value of currency. Is that money counterfeit? What is the difference?

If a person doesn't know the truth, he or she is not committed to accept it or to do accordingly. BUT we are ALL commanded to seek, ask and knock! Many don't find truth because they don't want to find it! 

BUILDING ON THE ROCK

There are many conflicting voices claiming to be truth. How can we distinguish which one is truth? (How would a scientist do that?) On the basis of established fact! Jesus compared the person who hears and obeys with a man who builds his house on a rock (v. 24). What kind of a foundation did the temple in Jerusalem have ("Dome of the Rock")? Supposing you are ready to build your dream home and a site inspector discovers the ground is unstable. What do you do? (move to another site or make the site more stable:  pilings, filling, footings) Matthew 7:24-25:

· And the rain descended, The house is protected from threats and dangers from above. Man's errant teachings. We are constantly being bombarded with lies and half truths. Our protection is God's Word and the Holy Spirit. If we sin, we may experience the wrath of God.  But we ask forgiveness and appeal to God's grace.
·  and the floods came, It may not rain at all where your house stands, yet it could be destroyed by a flood. The danger from below is also very real (earthquake). It can come from the enemy, from circumstances, from close friends who betray you to save their own skin. This danger is subversive and often unexpected.
· and the winds blew, This danger comes from the sides, sometimes from two or more sides at once. 
· and beat upon that house; The word denotes repetition or constant force or pressure. 
· and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. This is the good news. 
· The bad news comes in verses 26-27.
What is the rock? (Christ, truth, God's Word)  How do we do that? (it may vary from person to person and situation to situation. To Noah, it meant building a ship. To Abraham, it meant leaving his homeland and traveling to an unknown far place. To Moses it meant confronting the most powerful man in the world and leading the most stubborn people into the promised land.  To you it may mean becoming a politician, founding a business or serving others. In 1986, we invited two young girls (15) to come and help us for the summer. When there was no Bible School, we had camps. Andrea was the daughter of an Avant Board member, who owned a large business in Canada (similar to Anderson Windows in the USA). Simone's father was one of the most popular Christian musicians in Canada. Their primary job was cleaning 22 toilets seven days a week! 
BUILDING ON SAND

What does the foolish man think of the gospel (I Corinthians 1:18)? For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
During the Communist era in Europe, border guards searched cars on the Iron Curtain for Bibles. They were scared to death of the Bible which they claimed was a bunch of fairy tales that only a fool would believe!

God promised to never again destroy the world by a flood, but wicked men don't believe God. They sense their guilt and expect judgment. They constantly look for ways to escape consequences. The tower of Babel was another attempt to make a way of escape.  They used asphalt as mortar because it withstands water. 

II Peter 3:7 says,  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 
What happens to asphalt in fire?

What are people building on today? What happened in the storm last month (Matthew)? I just read an ad that offered to convert people's photo albums to digital images. One major solar storm (scientists know that it is coming just as certain as the big earthquake) or a nuclear EMP will knock out electricity and electronics for years!! What is the basic component of electronics? Chips. What are chips made of? Silica.  What is silica? Sand!!!

How did the listeners react to Jesus' words? (7:28-29)  Listeners must have reflected on the flood and Noah. People mocked Noah. Religious leaders probably called him a crackpot. Warnings went unheeded.  
And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. It is not what they thought about God's Word that was important, but what would they do about it? Business as usual? Or trust and obey?
In 1979, I was keynote speaker for a Pentecost youth retreat in Austria. I spoke on the New Testament church,  dividing the subject into three aspects, Form, Function and Fellowship. My lectures were taken from biblical examples. 

The Form represents the physical structure. We are workers, tools, building materials and the building itself (temple). Function was illustrated by  the body with many members and one head.  Fellowship is a demonstration of the church as the bride of Christ. 
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