Nov.9, 2016


"…so many miracles"

Matthew 8:1-17

When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him. We discovered in Matthew 5:1, that the "sermon on the mount" was for the disciples. Jesus went aside to teach them, so it was not what we normally think of when we hear the word "sermon." Now Jesus descends the mountain and finds "great multitudes (plural) looking for him. 

The word, "multitude" appears 63 times in the gospels.  The plural form, "multitudes" appears 18 times,  and 9 of these references say, "great multitudes." 

When Peter preached on Pentecost, 3,000 believed and were baptized. The Bible doesn't call that a "multitude". Jesus fed 4,000 men, plus women and children and this was called "a multitude." When he fed 5,000 men plus women and children, it was called "a great multitude" (singular). When Jesus came down from the mountain in Matthew 8, "great multitudes" (plural) were looking for him. We could safely conclude that there must have been over 10,000 people wanting to see and hear Jesus. 

I twice sang with a 500-voice chorale in "Creation" and "Messiah" oratorios. Revelation 14:3 speaks of 144,000 singing a new song in glory! In Revelation 5:11-13, John reports: And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. (Revelation 5:11-13)  10,000x10,000=100 million, plus thousands of thousands= perhaps another million or two!

All over our nation, pastors and church leaders are bemoaning a decline in church attendance. Especially young people are defecting in large numbers.  We are talking here about good, solid, Bible-based churches like ours. We do well to ask why are our churches so empty? 

It is not just churches that are having this problem. After retiring from full time missions in Europe, we spent about four years trying to recruit young people for missions. We visited Christian colleges and universities that had produced many effective missionaries in the past, but found that most students showed very little interest in missions. Some were interested in a mission trip - a way to see some foreign land with their home church picking up the tab for flights etc.. 

What is wrong in American? Or why don't more youth show an interest in serving God? Many will tell us,

"The Bible tells us that in the last days, there shall be a falling away. Men will want their ears tickled instead of having a hunger for good Bible teaching and sound doctrine" (II Tim. 3 & 4; II Thess. 2). 

We can look at this in two ways. We can resign ourselves to the fact that the times in which we live are the last days, so we shouldn't expect much fruit for our labors.  Or, we can trust God, obey his Word and pray for a good harvest.  Our church has a lot of potential! We are blessed with musically gifted persons; let's sing a new song!  We have some great cooks! Let's feed the multitudes! In addition, we are known for our missions emphasis, and most importantly, we have God's Word, his promises and the Holy Spirit!  

I know what some of you are thinking. The multitudes were attracted by the miracles. That is true, and it is also true that very few of those people in the "great multitudes" became disciples. Matthew 13:58 says, And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. John 12:37  says, But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him. The last verse reminds me of Genesis 1:16 which says that God created the sun and the moon -- then there seems to be a slight pause before it continues, "…and the stars also." 
During the three years of the Lord's public ministry, we read of 12 apostles, one of whom betrayed Jesus, then there were seventy whom Jesus sent out to preach the gospel. After his resurrection, Jesus commanded his disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit. Acts 1:15 says that there were about 120. In total, there were probably several hundred who could be called disciples or followers of Jesus. 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a colt we call it the "triumphal entry." Crowds lined the street and shouted loud "hosannas!"  They hailed him as their promised Messiah. A few days later, many of the same people gathered in the Governor's court and called out, "Crucify him!" What happened between these two events that caused the people to change their minds about Jesus? Jesus stopped healing and embarrassing the Scribes and Pharisees and was now held captive by his enemies.  

When "our" Eagles are on a winning streak, there is a lot of excitement and noise, but when they lose four out of five games, the same Eagles "fans" can't find enough bad words to describe their home team. 

In verse 16, it says that Jesus healed all the sick, but this passage only records three cases. In verses 2-4, a leper is healed and Jesus told him not to tell anyone! 

In verses 5-13, a Roman Centurion asked the Lord to heal his servant. Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. I think that it should say, "the children of this kingdom." Jesus is differentiating between the kingdom of heaven (where the faithful of the Lord are) and this "earthly kingdom" of David or Israel.
The third miracle was Peter's mother-in-law. That is how we know that Peter could not have been the first Pope. Popes are not permitted to marry. And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and sick of a fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them. Apparently Jesus and the disciples went to Peter's house for lunch. This time, Jesus didn't feed the multitude. They were not in a desert place where there was no food. Capernaum had shops where they could buy food. Most of the miracles Jesus performed were cases deemed impossible or beyond hope.
John 20:30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
John 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. 
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