[This occurs following the Lord’s visit to Gadera on the opposite side of the Sea of Galilee] 

And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city [Capernaum]. And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house. But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men. 

(Matthew 9:1-8)
And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house. And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door [standing room only]: and he preached the word unto them. And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only? And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 

(Mark 2:1-12)

And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them. And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before him. And when they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus. And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts? Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house. And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with fear, saying, We have seen strange things to day. 

(Luke 5:17-26)

Jesus Sees Faith

Matthew 9:1-8
Matthew doesn’t mention the manner in which the sick man was lowered into the room through the roof. None of the gospels say much about the men who brought the sick man, but all three say that Jesus saw their faith. How can you see a person’s faith? 

It is interesting that Jesus was not responding to a request of the sick man. He may have given up all hope of ever being healed. In extreme cases, a person with palsy has great difficulty speaking and this too may have been the reason. 

The fact that Jesus forgave the man his sins, shows that he knew his heart. This is always the case. Jesus knew the hearts of the men who brought the sick man. Jesus looks on the heart and doesn’t just listen to what men say. We have already seen this when the scribes and Pharisees spoke highly of Jesus while trying to catch him in a fault:

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

(Matthew 7:15-23)

If a person is healed of an incurable disease, everyone, including the doctors should be happy and excited. They may wonder how it was possible or question whether the person was really sick, but they would hardly react to the healing like these pious Jews did! Why do you suppose the scribes, doctors of Jewish law and Pharisees were unhappy and openly critical of Jesus when the sick man was healed?  

When and how did they first react like that? …”said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.” 

Matthew 5:28 says, If a man looks at a woman in lust, he has already committed adultery in his heart. 
Jesus uses plain logic in speaking to the people, and that included the hypocritical Jewish leaders.

For which is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house.
The world was created in just six days by God’s Word! Did he have to talk 24 hours a day or 144 hours straight to accomplish that marvelous feat? It also pleases God to build his church or kingdom through the Word. As with this miracle, some actions are usually evident, but the conversion of sinners is accomplished through the sharing or preaching of God’s Word.
Cerebral Palsy is a brain disorder, usually stemming from birth and it affects muscular coordination. It may only affect one part of the body or it can affect the entire body. There is no known cure for the crippling effects of palsy. Bell’s Palsy is different and not a birth defect. It can occur at almost any time and usually only affects facial muscles.  It is not a permanent condition. 

In all three gospels that share this miracle, there are those who glorify God for what they experience or witness, but also those who inwardly criticize Jesus as a blasphemer. It is interesting to note that the critics were the ones who should have been first to glorify God. Some of the most despicable examples of humanity are those who have heard God’s Word and seen his powerful working, yet hardened their hearts to the truth.

Matthew says that this happened in Jesus’ own city. Mark says he was in “the house” in Capernaum which could also be interpreted, “he was at home”. If anyone should have been disturbed, it would have been the one who occupied the house – Jesus.  Anyone who determines to serve Christ, can expect opposition, but there are usually other costs as well.  A damaged roof is a small price to pay for the healing and salvation of one person, but there are believers who don’t share their faith or witness for fear of negative consequences. When you share the gospel with others, they may test you to see if you are serious. Or you may feel obligated to help them financially. We bought a new VW bus in 1967. A deacon was horrified when he saw kids climbing out of the bus with muddy feet! The reason we traded the old bus in for a new one was because the roads we traveled to pick people up for meetings or to conduct home Bible studies were very hard on tires and suspension! 
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