Four Interruptions
While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live. And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour. And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a noise, He said unto them,  Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose. And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land. (Matthew 9:18-26)

Interruption #1

Jesus and his disciples were invited to Matthew’s home for dinner. A number of Matthew’s friends and colleagues were also invited guests (v. 9-10).  The snooping Pharisees noticed this (v.11) and went into the house uninvited. Jesus had often put them in their place, so they picked on easier targets, the disciples. They asked, “Why does your master eat with publicans and sinners?”  Jesus heard their accusation and responded.  

Interruption #2

That was last week’s Bible study.  This week we begin where we left off, “While he spake these things unto them...“  

Have you even noticed that interruptions always seem to take precedent over normal scheduled business?

I needed a part for my car and drove to the Western Auto store to get it. I just started to tell the clerk what I needed when the phone rang. Someone else needed a part. The cashier had to look up the number in a catalog, then go see if it was available, and finally, he had to give the part to a dispatcher for delivery.  When he was finished, he came back and asked, “Now, what was it that you wanted?” I started again to tell him and the phone rang. It was a repeat performance! After ten more minutes, I told the person waiting behind me, “You are next. I am going to Advance Auto Parts.” There was no guarantee that the other store would be any different, but I wanted to leave a message.

First it was the self-important Pharisees who interrupted Jesus. Now it was a “ruler”. Mark and Luke give us more information. His name was Jairus and he was the leader of the local Synagogue. He was an important person in the eyes of the people, even more important than the Pharisees. He too came uninvited, but unlike the Pharisees, he showed respect and even bowed down to worship Jesus. Not all of the rulers in Israel were evil. Think of Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimethea. It must have taken some courage for this man to humble himself before that crowd of publicans and sinners and conceited Pharisees.

 My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live. Jesus responded differently to this man. He showed faith. And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. 

Allow me to insert my thoughts here. In our almost 40 years of missionary work, We have experienced a lot of criticism and rude treatment from others, but the most important person in the universe was always there for us. He never slammed the door on us or scolded us for bringing even the most insignificant matters to his attention. But we believed on him and worshipped him!

Some Bible critics see a discrepancy in scriptures. Matthew quotes Jairus as saying, “My daughter is even now dead.” Luke says the girl was 12 years old and “lay dying“ Mark says “at the point of death”. As usual, the critics don’t bother asking experts or taking a closer look at the original language when they discover a supposed error.  Matthew reads “even now dead” which is two words in Greek. One word is telutaho and the second is arti.

The normal word for dead is nekros but the Greek in Matthew give a similar idea as Mark and Luke. The word translated “now” indicates suspension or presently (a continuous state) and the word for death means “expiring or finishing” – both in the aorist tense (on-going, continuous).

Interruption #3

And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole.
Here again, both Mark and Luke are more detailed but there are no conceived problems. The other evangelists share the Lord’s question, “Who touched me?”
The woman did not perceive that she would erupting or causing trouble, but Jesus responded anyway. He always responds to faith. Peter argued with his Lord, “Master, this multitude is pressing and crowding you and you ask who touched you?” Jesus sensed that “virtue” had gone out from him. The Greek word is dynamis from which we get the word dynamite and dynamo.

Have you ever considered the enormity of that fact? When we act in faith, we are acting in the Lord’s power and he senses it. With Jairus and the woman in this passage, they asked in faith for help. Even when we act in faith in behalf of others, Jesus knows and feels. On one occasion, Jesus said, “If ye have done it to the least of these, ye have done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40 + 45). That passage also shows the opposite reaction. If we don’t serve the least of these we have not served Christ and he knows it!

And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a noise, He said unto them,  Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose. And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land. 

Interruption #4

Finally, we have the fourth interruption. Jesus interrupted a funeral. Strange, unusual or funny things sometimes happen that interrupt funerals, but it is seldom intentional. A funeral is serious business. 

Mom Harvey, rocking chair, man’s solo “His Eye is on the Sparrow”. I sometimes wonder if Lazarus thought about having to go through dying a second time. If we are born twice, we needn’t fear dying twice.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Luke 8:42-43 Twelve years healthy and suddenly dying or twelve years with a deadly disease and then healthy. When the sick woman touched the hem of Jesus’ garment, that would have rendered him unclean according to OT law (Lev. 12:1-5 and 15:19-28).

Actually, the meeting with Matthew was also not planned. The life of Christ is filled with such unplanned happenings. Our missionary experience was not much different.
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