Jesus Passes By
And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

(Matthew 9:9-13)

1) Jesus passed by. When we drive or walk past people, objects, buildings etc. we seldom take notice even if we pass by them daily or several times a day. Most people who saw Matthew just saw a publican and a sinner. He was the kind of person you didn’t associate with. Jesus saw a potential disciple and author of a gospel.

2) Jesus saw. The Bible Institute students once kidnapped Verna and me and blindfolded us. Then they took us to a place where we had a picnic dinner. I think it was a farewell party before we left for furlough. I could tell where the car turned corners after leaving our house, so I started to describe the scenery and houses as we passed. They were certain that I was peeking, but after I assured them that this was not the case, they purposely drove so I would get confused. It worked.  God created us with five senses and I always thought that they were supposed to be used.  This can also be applied spiritually. We should be good observers.

3) A man named Matthew. Matthew sat at the cashier’s desk collecting taxes from fellow Jews for Rome. The name Matthew is Greek and means “gift of God (theos)! Jesus was an observer. He knew who this man was, what he was doing and what the Jews thought of him. And Jesus also knew what his name meant. And Matthew knew that Jesus knew! This is an autobiography! Matthew uses the name that he was known by while Mark and Luke give his Hebrew given name, Levi, son of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14 and Luke 5:27). In the entire Bible only one Matthew is mentioned and except for two persons in Jesus’ ancestry, only one Levi is known in the Old Testament and one Levi in the New Testament.
4) Follow me! I can imagine that Jesus looked Matthew squarely in the eyes when he spoke those two words. Can’t you imagine what went through Matthew’s mind? Many Jews had passed by and looked contemptuously at Matthew, but Jesus had a loving, caring look. I think he smiled when he said, “Follow me!” Whatever Matthew was thinking, he was in for a surprise. When you follow Jesus, it is not just the Jews who look at you contemptuously! People will either love you or hate you, but if your Savior is smiling, you will have joy in serving Jesus! 
5) Come to my house! When Jesus says, “Follow me” the proper response is to invite Jesus to our home and introduce him to our family and friends. Matthew did this and the pious Jews noticed. Vs 10-11:  And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?  There are Christians who argue against this by quoting scriptures like Ephesians 5:11,  And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. The Apostle Peter’s own brethren accused him of eating with the uncircumcised in Acts 11:3. The important criteria is that Jesus is preeminent. 
6)  Pharisees saw and said… Jesus heard. Disciples take a lot of flack just for being Christ followers. Not many people have the courage or audacity to accuse God of wrong doing. They may deny his existence, but if they admit that there is or even could possibly be a higher being of any kind, they could hardly criticize him. The very concept and definition of God would not permit it.  That is why unbelievers attack us and our faith. When they do, Jesus hears. 
7) Jesus said, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. That is just plain logic. Truth is logic. Have you noticed that those who reject truth lose their capacity to think logically?  But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Recently someone (Dave Vicari?) mentioned a bumper sticker that said, “God said it; I believe it, and that settles it!” As I thought about it, I thought that I could rearrange the words and make it better. “God said it; that settles it, and I believe it!” So many Christians think we need to get sinners to attend church where they can hear the gospel. The so-called “seeker churches” are full of sinners. The church is a gathering of Christians with Jesus in the middle. The Lord sent Christians (us) into the world to preach the gospel, not into the church. Believers are discipled in the church. 
8) But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance (v. 13). We all understand the second part of that verse, but who can explain what the first part means? Jesus commanded us to go and learn the meaning! Read the following verses: 
1 Samuel 15:22  And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 

Matthew 12:7  But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless. (after the Pharisees accused the disciples of plucking corn on the Sabbath).
Hosea 6:6  For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

Luke 10:36-37  Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 

Titus 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.
Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Mercy means compassion, love, caring. Earlier this month I preached on the difference between mercy and grace. I explained that both are not deserved or earned. When God saves us through the shed blood of Christ, that is mercy. From that time on, he gives us grace. Grace is time, health, gifts, opportunity to serve. Of course he continues to give mercy when we sin, but God’s desire for us is to grow in grace, to show mercy to others.
