Persecution, Part II

This passage reminds me of computer language. It is very logical but tends to confuse us. There are many IF/THEN statements. When I got my first computer back in 1982, I soon took it back to the store and told the clerk that I wanted to return it. He asked what the problem was and I said, “I get frustrated with it because I can’t make it do what I want and bought it for.” He took the time to explain some basics about computers. “They just deal with logic,” he said. The bookkeeping program that I purchased just tries to process what I type into the keyboard.  I can’t assume that it knows anything at all.  I had to “set up” the program and after that everything worked fine. 
Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.
The word “fear” appears four times in verses 26-28. The Greek word is phobea. The idea is something that deters you from continuing whatever you are doing because something bad could happen. We are not to fear them, but rather to fear him. Who is indicated by “him”? James 4:12; Hebrews 2:14. Note also that a different word is used here. Matthew first uses the word “kill” which means death or to cease existence. We are to fear him who can “destroy both body and soul in hell.” The Greek here is apolummi, which means total loss.
Verses 29-31 mention a coin and a bird. The Farthing was the smallest Roman coin equivalent to our penny. You could buy two sparrows for that much money! What would a person do with two sparrows? We have a bird feeder and lots of sparrows come regularly. But we actually put up the feeder to attract other birds. We put up bluebird houses but the sparrows take over.  Not one sparrow dies without the knowledge of our heavenly Father. And we are worth more than many sparrows! God knows how many hairs are on each of our heads. 

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 
Verses 32-33

If we are important enough for God to count our hairs, how could we ever deny him before men?  Yet many who call themselves Christians deny him repeatedly. They seek recognition of men and in order to gain it, they deny Christ. Peter did this at the crucifixion because he feared for his life, but many deny God for even trivial reasons. When my brother Dave joined the Army, he was assigned a bed and a closet for his stuff. He immediately laid his Bible on the bed.  He said once people knew he was a Christian, he would have to live the life. 
Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 34-39
I am so thankful for being born into a Christian home. That makes me more indebted to God, but I am also more blessed than many. Accepting Christ as Lord can cost a person dearly – even his or her life. When we started ministry in Austria, a young man named Len from England came to help in our summer camps. He returned summer after summer, later with his wife Silvia. We soon learned that Len’s father was famous. Malcolm Muggerige was a well-known foreign correspondent, author, radio and television personality similar to Paul Harvey. When Len was converted, his father practically disowned him. He told him that he could not expect to get any inheritance. Len graduated from London Bible College, but got no financial assistance from his wealthy father. 
In August, 1969, we decided to visit our good friends from BJU in Scotland. We packed our little Renault and drove more than 2,000 kilometers to Eyemouth, Scotland, where our friends had established a small church. We also looked forward to visiting our only other friends in England, Len and Sylvia Muggeridge. 

Shortly before our trip to Scotland, Malcolm Muggeridge startled the British nation with the announcement of his conversion to Christ! He was the keynote speaker at the Edinburgh Festival and gave a clear testimony of his faith, blasting the rampant immorality in Great Britain. We heard the speech on our car radio and were eager to discover what Len would have to say about his father's conversion (Malcolm Muggeridge wrote several books after his conversion, including, Jesus Rediscovered, Christ and the Media, Something Beautiful for God and his multi-volume autobiography, Chronicles of Wasted Time). 

After crossing the English Channel and arriving in Dover, we realized with dismay, that we had not brought Len and Sylvia's address with us. We couldn't even recall the name of their town, so planned to call missionary colleagues in Austria to get the information. We could still visit them on the return trip.

On Sunday, we attended the morning worship service in Benders' church but they had not yet begun evening services, so they took us to a church about twenty miles distant. Ken introduced us to the Pastor, who greeted us from the pulpit.

Following the service, a couple walked up behind us and tapped us on the shoulder; I turned and could scarcely believe my eyes!  There stood Len and Sylvia! "What on earth are you doing here?" we exclaimed in unison. 

We told them about the purpose of our trip and how we forgot their address. They would not have been home if we had stopped to see them on the trip north or the return trip. Len and Silvia explained that they had seen much of Europe, but had never been to Scotland. With no definite plans or reservations, they found someone to care for their children and simply drove until they were tired. They found a bed & breakfast and decided to take an evening stroll through the town. They saw a lady carrying a Bible and followed her to the church.  The big surprise came when the pastor introduced special guests from Austria!

Before we parted company, Len and Silvia insisted that we stay in their apartment on the return trip to save motel costs. They gave us the keys and told us where to find clean bed-sheets! We could give the keys to their neighbor when we left.

Next week:

He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 40-42
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